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Japan 


U.S Trade Talks Conclude, Surplus Continues 


Muraoka Asks for ‘Fair Judgment’ 
OW 1404234389 Tokyo KYODO in English 2330 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Washington, April 14 KYODO—Japan has asked 
the U.S. to make a “fair judgment” in deciding whether 
to invoke a newly strengthened trade act aimed at 
dismantling unfair trade barriers, a senior Japanese 
official said here Friday. 


Shigeo Muraoka, vice minister of international trade and 
industry for international affairs, said at the conclusion 
of high-level meetings here that senior U.S. trade nego- 
tiatiors have asked Japan to become an “import super- 
power” by providing greater access to a host of selected 
U.S. products. 


He said at a news conferecne that the U.S. had taken up 
the problems it has encountered in Japan in selling 
supercomputers, telecommunications equipment, semi- 
conductors and soda zish. 


Quoting senior U.S. trade officials, Muraoka said that 
Japan’s failure to respond to these and other U.S. requests 
would invite countermeasures by Washington to seek 
Japanese action under the trade act's Super 301 provision. 


The provision calls for identifying unfair trade practices of 
U.S. trading partners with a view to retaliating against 
them. 


Referring to his meetings with U.S. Trade Represenia- 
tive Carla Hills, Commerce Secretary Robert Mosbacher 
and other U.S. Government officials and congressional 
leaders, Muraoka said, “I asked them to make a fair 
judgment” before launching Super 301 probes of alleged 
unfair trade practices. 


Dissatisfied with a lack of access and a limited share in 
the Japanese semiconductor market, Hills, Mosbacher 
and other US. officials told Muraoka, “time is short” 
and the U.S. is looking for visible “signs, indications or 
evidence” that the situation has been improving.“ 


The U.S. trade officials also strongly protested Japanese 
Government agencies’ reluctance to procure U.S. super- 
computers and accused Tokyo of violating a bilateral 
sectoral agreement on telecommunications by refusing to 
give fair access to U.S. automobile telephones and third 
party radios, according to Muraoka. 


He said the Japanese trade ministry will hold a meeting of 
representatives of over 200 chip users and trading compa- 
nies in Tokyo on Monday to explore ways to expand the 
access of foreign-made chips to the Japanese market. 
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Hills and other U.S. officials also referred to a leveling 
off of U.S. exports of soda ash and what they said were 
apparently exclusive auto dealership contracts, Muraoka 
told reporters. 


He said Japan will respond to the soda ash issue at the 
time of Trade Minister Hiroshi Mitsuzuka’s trip here to 
Washington, set for April 29-May 3. 


Additionally, Muraoka said he found U.S. officials to be 
“positive” toward the concept of multilateral consulta- 
tions among Asia/Pacific couritries. 


He also said Hills, Mosbacher and other U.S. Govern- 
ment officials voiced strong opposition to the concepts 
of managed trade or business targets as a step to rectify 
the trade imbalance between the two countries. 


U.S. May Sanction Telecom Firms 
OW 1704112889 Tokyo KYODO in English 1058 GMT 
17 Apr 8&9 


{Text} Tokyo, April 17 KYODO—The United States 
may impose sai’ ctions on Japanese telecommunications 
companies, a senior official at the Ministry of Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry said Monday. 


Semiconductor firms, however, may not be similarly 
targeted as expected, he added. 


The official, Shigeo Muraoka, vice minister for interna- 
tional affairs, made his remarks at a news conference 
that followed a week-long trip to the United States for 
meetings with high-ra..king American Government offi- 
cials, including U.S. Trade Representative “‘arla Hills 
and Commerce Secretary Robert Mosbache 


The U.S. is expected to announce sanctions following a 
scheduled release May 30 of a list of countries conduct- 
ing unfair trade practices. Japan is feared to be on that 
list along with South Korea, Taiwan and other nations 
that run trade surpluses with the U.S. 


Muraoka, said U.S. trade officials showed strong dissat- 
isfaction over the closed nature of Japan’s telecommu- 
nications market, implying strongly the possibility of 
naming it in the May list. 


On the semiconductor issue, however, Japanese and U.S. 
officials agreed only to work closely together, without 
any time limit set for an expansion o1 ihe U.S. share of 
Japan’s market, Muraoka said. 


Mosbacher was quoted by Muraoka as saying “time is 
running out,” in the context that U.S. criticism, espe- 
cially in Congress, is mounting and some “visible 
evidence” is needed to soothe it. 


The two sides will cooperate to produce some “indication” 
or “sign” for the improvement of the U.S. access to the 
Japanese market as soon as possible, Muraoka said. 
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Another area likely to be included in the May list is the 
Japanese supercomputer market, the Japanese official 
added. 


Trade Surpius Decreases in Mar 
OW 1304112489 Tokyo KYODO in English 1010 GMT 
13 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, April 13 KYODO—Japan’s trade surplus, 
before seasonal adjustments, decreased to 6,738.58 mil- 
lion dollars in March from 7,459.10 million dollars a 
year earlier, the Finance Ministry said Thursday in a 
preliminary report. 


On a customs-cleared basis, it was the first year-on-year 
decline in seven months. 


On an unadjusted basis, imports grew 29.8 percent to 
19,811.61 million dollars, while exports rose 16.9 per- 
cent to 26,550.19 million dollars. 


The officials attributed the drop in the t:ade surplus largely 
to robust growth in imports of curde oil and paintings. 


Crude oil imports increased 10.0 percent to 1,945.25 
million dollars, snapping a seven-month declining streak. 


Imports of paintings, mainly from France, showed a 
4.1-fold jump in the month, reflecting importers’ 
attempts to thwart the new 3 percent consumption tax 
introduced on April i, they said. 


Growth was also strong in imports of steel, textile goods 
and nonferrous metals, which showed year-on-year 
increases of 60.0 percent, 46.2 percent and 61.7 percent. 


The ratio of finished goods to overall imports was 50.8 
percent, up from 50.0 percent for February. 


Export growth was strong in automobiles and electronics 
parts. 


Auto exports rose 18.1 percent to 4,408.64 million 
dollars chiefly because of brisk exports to the United 
States, which showed a 14.8 percent rise. 


Exports of electronics parts shot up 34.5 percent to 
1,338.98 million dollars, boosted by strong demend for 
integrated circuits (ICs). IC exports increased 47.6 per- 
cent to 777.41 million dollars. 


By region, Japan’s trade surplus with the United States 
rose to 4,126 million dollars from 3,404 million dollars a 
year earlier, with exports up 21.6 percent to 8,746.88 
million dollars and imports up 22.0 percent to 4,620.91 
million dollars. 


Trade with the 12-nation European Community was 
1,670 million dollars in Japan's favor, down from a 
1,930 million dollars surplus a year earlier. 
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The nation’s trade surplus with Southeast Asia, however, 
expanded to 2,340 million dollars from 2,027 million 
dollars. 


The Finance Ministry also announced preliminary trade 
data for fiscal 1988 ended on March 31, showing the 
trade surplus increased to 79,014 million dollars from 
75,993 million dollars the previous year. 


The increase, the first in two years, was due to declining 
crude oil prices during the year, ministry officials said, 
adescribing reduced crude imports as a main factor 
slowing import growth in fiscal 1988. 


Crude oil imports dwindled 13.3 percent to 18,255 
million dollars, contrasting with a 29.2 percent increas? 
in fical 1987. 


Imports grew 19.7 percent to 193,924 million dollars in 
fiscal 1988, marking a double-digit increase for two years 
in a row following a 29.2 percent rise in fiscal 1987. 


Exports rose 14.7 percent to 272,938 million dollars, 
registering a double-digit gain for the third straight year. 


Exports of autos, accounting for 18.4 percent of the fiscal 
1988 total, went up 8.2 percent to 50,187 million dollars 
as a result of export price hikes due to the stronger yen 
and luxury models taking up an increasing portion of 
auto exports. 


Growth was particularly robust in semiconductor 
exports, which chalked up a 59.2 percent surge. 


The trade surplus with the U.S. continued to narrow, 
shrinking to 49,102 million dollars from $0,843 million 
dollar in fiscal 1987. 


Imports from the nation’s largest trading partner increased 
25.7 percent to 43,497 million dollars while exports to the 
U.S. rose 8.4 percent to 82,599 milllion dollars. 


Ministry officials traced the import growth largely to 
brisk imports of meat, seafoods and nonferrous metals, 
which scored increases of 64.5 percent, 41.8 percent and 
67.0 percent. The brisk imports of nonferrous metals 
included a 200.8 percent increase in aluminum imports, 
the officials said. 


The balance of trade with the EC remained in surplus by 
22,320 million dollars, expanding from 20,114 million 
dollars the previous year. Imports from the EC rose 29.9 
percent to 25,481 milion dollars, while exports to the 
region grew 20.3 percent to 47,801 million dollars. 


Japan’s trade surplus with Southeast Asia totaled 20,365 
millin dollars, up from 14,821 million dollars in fiscal 
1987. Exports to Southeast Asia went up 23.9 percent to 
69,860 million dollars, while imports from the area grew 
19.1 percent to 49,495 million dollars. 
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The fiscal 1988 trade statistics showed the ratio of 
finished goods to overall imports at a record high of 49.7 
percent, following 45.6 percent in fiscal 1987, 44.1 
percent in fiscal 1986 and 31.5 percent in fiscal 1985. 


Surplus With U.S. Up 4 Percent in 1988 
OW 1304113089 Tokyo KYODO in English 1030 GMT 
13 Apr 89 ; 


[Text] Tokyo, April 13 KYODO—Japan’s trade surplus 
fell to 6,739 million dollars before seasonal adjustments 
in March, down 9.7 percent from a year earlier, but the 
fiscal 1988 surplus rose 4.0 percent to 79,014 million 
dollars, a preliminary government report said Thursday. 


The surplus for fiscal 1988, ended March 31, represented 
the first rise in two years. 


Exports in fiscal 1988 rose 14.7 percent to 272,938 
million dollars, while imports jumped 19.7 percent to 
193,924 million dollars. 


The rise in Japan’s fiscal 1988 surplus was largely due to 
a slowdown in the pace of import growth caused mainly 
by lower prices of crude oil, which accounted for about 
10 percent of Japan’s total imports, ministry officials 
said. 


Japan’s trade surplus with the United States alone 
totaled 49,102 million dollars in fiscal 1988, down from 
the previous year’s 50,843 million dollars. 


The drop in the March surplus was the first year-on-year 
fall in seven months. 


Murayama’s Dissatisfaction at Surplus 
OW 140405 1389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0205 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 14 KYODO—Japan’s Finance Min- 
ister Tatsuo Murayama expressed his dissatisfaction 
Friday morning over a 4.0 percent surge in Japan’s trade 
surplus in fiscal 1988 over the previous year. 


Murayama, speaking to reporters after a cabinet session, 
acknowledged the pace of correction in trade imbalances 
has slowed. 


He was referring to Thursday’s release of preliminary 
data revealing the nation’s custom-cleared trade surplus 
in 1988 fiscal year rose 4.0 percent to 79.14 billion 
dollars from 75.99 billion dollars the previous year. 


Murayama, however, noted industrialized countries 
seemed to be more concerned about fighting inflationary 
pressure rather than correcting long-term global trade 
imbalances. 


He added that countries such as West Germany plan to 
make greater efforts to reduce immediate inflationary 
pressures rather than correct trade imbalances 
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BOJ Says U.S. Business ‘in Good Shape’ 
OW 1404224989 Tokyo KYODO in English 1419 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 14 KYODO—Bank of Japan [BOJ} 
sources said Friday the U.S. February trade deficit and 
wholesale price index announced earlier in the day were 
within expected ranges but added it is difficult to judge 
from the figures whether U.S. business activity is over- 
heating. 


Referring io a seasonally adjusted 0.4 percent rise in the 
U.S. producer price index for March, the sources said 
this shows that the feeling that U.S. economic activity 1s 
“overheated”’ would not grow at an accelerated tempo. 


As for a 5.3 percent increase in U.S. imports in March, 
the sources said this was proof that U.S. business activity 


is still in good shape. 


They forecast that U.S. interest rates will probably stay 
at the present high level for some time to come. They 
also predicted that the exchange rate between the US. 
dollar and the Japanese yen will also probably maintain 
its present level for the present. 


PRC Premier Li Peng Wraps Up Visit, Departs 


Tokyo for Western Prefectures 
OW 1504012389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0110 GMT 
15 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, April 15 KYODO—Chinese Premier Li 
Peng and his party left here for Okayama, western Japan, 
by air Saturday morning. 


Li and his party, who arrived for a five-day official visit 
to Japan on Wednesday, will be taken to see the 37.3- 
kilometer Seto-Ohashi bridge linking Honshu and 
Shikoku across the Seto Inland Sea. 


The two-level bridge, with a road and a railway line, was 
completed a year ago. 


Li’s delegation will cross the bridge from Okayama 
Prefecture to Kagawa Prefecture by car and visit the 
Seto-Ohashi Bridge Memorial Hall in Sakaide, Kagawa 
Prefecture. 


They will return to Okayama later in the morning to 
attend a luncheon hosted by Gov. Shiro Nagano of 
Okayama Prefecture. The Chinese party is to leave 
Okayama for Fukuoka, Kyushu, by a Sanyo Shinkansen 
bullet train on Saturday [15 April] afternoon. 


Li and his delegation will attend a banquet hosted by 
Gov. Hachiji Okuda of Fukuoka Prefecture on Saturday 
evening. 
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They will leave Fukuoka for Beijing by a special flight on 
Sunday afternoon after visiting Fukuoka farmers’ homes 
and an Asian-Pacific exhibition in Fukuoka city. 


Li To Continue Visit Despite Hu’s Death 
—— Tokyo KYODO in English 0758 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 15 KYODO—Chinese Premier Li 
Peng will leave Japan Sunday evening as scheduled 
despite former Communist Party leader Hu Yaobang’s 
death Saturday, the Japanese Foreign Ministry said. 


The Foreign Ministry was informed through reports filed 
by its officials who are accompanying Li in visiting the 
Seto-Ohashi Bridge linking Honshu and Shikoku 
Islands, the officials said. 


Li, who came to Japan on Wednesday [12 April] for a 
five-day official visit, will inspect farming facilities in 
Fukuoka and the Chinese Consulate General there on 
Sunday before leaving from Fukuoka Airport for home 
in the evening. 


Hu, who resigned as general secretary of the Chinese 
Communist Party in 1987, died of a heart attack at a 
Beijing hospital Saturday morning, according to China’s 
official XINHUA NEWS AGENCY. 


Takeshita Offers Condolences 
OW1504 104689 Tokyo KYODO in English 0952 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 15 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita on Saturday offered heartfelt condo- 
lences to China over the death of former Chinese Com- 
munist Party leader Hu Yaobang. 


The prime minister, meeting reporters briefly at his 
private residence, said Japanese Ambassador to China 
Toshijiro Nakajima conveyed Takeshita’s condolences 
to Chinese Premier Li Peng, currently on a five-day 
official visit to Japan. 


While in office as the Communist Party general secre- 
tary, Hu contributed much to promoting friendly ties 
between Japan and China, Takeshita said. 


Former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone told report- 
ers he is filled with grief at the loss of Hu who he said was 


a respected friend. 


Nakasone was prime miiiister of Japan when Hu visited 
Japan in November 1983. 


Hu understood Japan very well and laid a foundation for 
friendship between the two countries, Nakasone said. 
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Hu, who resigned as party general secretary, in 1987, 
died of a heart attack at a Beijing hospita! Saturday 
morning, according to China’s official XINHUA NEWS 
AGENCY. 


Li Visits Fukuoka Farmers 
OW 1604060789 Tokyo KYODO in English 0459 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Fukuoka, April 16 KYODO—Chinese Premier Li 
Peng visited horticulturists and inspected large grain- 
drying and storage facilities in this southern Japanese 
prefecture as part of his five-day visit to Japan. 


Li had asked Japan to visit farming areas while making 
the official visit in this country. 


The premier, accompanied by his wife, first paid a visit 
to tomato farming houses in Fukuoka, where he showed 
keen interest in how crop yield can be improved by 
mixing volcanic rock into the soil. 


He also looked at large grain drying and storage facilities 
in Maebara in Fukuoka Prefecture. 


Shigenobu Hwmachi, 55, vice president of the agricul- 
tural cooperative in Fukuoka, briefed the Chinese pre- 
mier on the management of farming. 


Li is to leave here for home later in the day after visiting 
an Asia-Pacific exposition currently underway in Fuku- 
oka. 


Departs 16 Apr 
OW 1604090089 Tokyo KYODO in English 0824 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Fukuoka, April 16 KYODO—Chinese Premier Li 
Peng left for home Sus:day in a chartered plane, ending 
his five-day official visit to Japan. 


During his stay, Li met Emperor Akihito, Prime Minis- 
ter Noboru Takeshita and business leaders. He also 
visited the Asia-Pacific exposition in Fukuoka. 


Poll Shows Takeshita’s Support at 3.9 Percent 
OW 1604104289 Tokyo KYODO in English 0803 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 16 KYODO—Public support for the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Noboru Takeshiia has falien 
to 3.9 percent just days after he admitted receiving over 
120 million yea from the company at the center of a 
political bribery scandal, according to a KYODO News 
Service poll. 


A KYODO poll taken last month showed the support for 
Takeshita had fallen to what was then an unprecedented 
low of 12.6 percent. 
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KYODO conducted the latest nationwide survey by 
telephone on April | 3-14, two days after Takeshita made 
a voluntary disclosure at the Diet on the political dona- 
tions he received from Recruit Co. 


The meagre approval rating shocked analysts. 


‘I am totally speechless,” said Kaoru Okano, professor 
of political science at Meiji University. 


He said Takeshita should take the result as an “ulti- 
matum” from the electorate. 


Hosuke Fukuchi, a well-known cartoonist, said he has 
never hezird of such a low approval rate for a govern- 
ment. 


“That means virtually no one is supporting him,” he 
said. 


Asked why they did not support Takeshita, two in five 
people said they could not trust him. More than 90 
percent said Takeshita’s explanation of why he accepted 
125 million yen in donations from th: information and 
employment service Recruit Group was not credible. 


Takeshita admitted in the Diet on April !1! that he 
received donations from Recruit but insisted they did 
not violate the Political Fund Control Law. Apart from 
these donations, an aide and a relative of Takeshita also 
earned 25 million yen through stocks transactions 
involving a Recruit subsidiary. 


Among other reasons for not supporting Takeshita, 23.4 
percent cited the level of government involvement in the 
Recruit scandal, 11.9 percent mention the new consiimp- 
tion tax, and 5.5 percent criticized his agricultural policies. 


The survey covered 1,000 places across the nation for 
regional balance. The 1,000 peorle questioned were of 
varying ages. 482 were male and 518 were female. 


Public support for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
drop xed to 24.1 percent in the survey, with 23.1 percent 
expressing support for ine No | opposition Japan Social- 
ist Party. 


Ever ; mg those in favor of the LDP, 73 percent said 
they id not support the Takeshita cabinet. The figure 
rose to over 95 percent among supporters of most 
CNposition parties. 


About 92 percent of men polled exp essed dissatisfaction 
with the cabinet, while the figure for women was 83.8 
percent. 


The age group of 3" to 40 had the highest disapproval 
rating at nearly 92 percent. 
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Asked what Takeshita should do, 63.4 percent said he 
must dissolve the lower house and call for a general 
election. 13 percent said Tak eshita should step down in 
favor of another LDP cabinet. 


Only |! percent said Takeshita should remain in office 
to carry out political reforms in order to prevent a 
recurrence of this sort of problem. 


Takeshita last week refused to resign say1:\g he must take 
responsibility as prime minister and accor 1plish political 
reforms. 


Support for all opposition parties comb’ ned totaled at 37 
percent, while 31.9 percent said they support no political 
party. 


Takeshita Accepts Low Rating 
OW 1704052289 Tokyo KYODO in English 0300 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, -.pnl 17 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita said Monday he “frankly accepts” the 
3.9 percent public approval rating as shown by a 
KYODO news se ‘vice poll the previous day. 


Takeshita was replying to reporters who 2sked for his 
comment on the results of the poll. 


K YODO took the poll by telephone on April 13 and 14, 
just after Takeshita admitted on April 11 in the Diet that 
he and his political support groups accepted some 150 
million yen in political contributions in 1985-1987 from 
the Recruit business group, now at the center of a stock 
trading scandal. 


Chief Czbinet Secretary Ke:zo Obuchi, also asked for 
commeit on the poll result, said he thinks the Takeshita 
cabinet is under severe criticism. 


The cabinet must do its best, however, to gain early Diet 
approval of the 60.4 trillion ven national budget for 
fiscai 1989, Oburhi said ai a rnorning press conference. 


The cabinet musi perform its duties while accepting the 
result of the poll, said Obuchi, Takeshita’s chief of staff. 


More Revelations on Recruit Payments Reported 


Justice Minister Says Probe Continues 
OW 1404050189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0327 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Apri} 14 KYODO—Justice Minister 
Masami Takatsuji said Friday that the investigation in 
the Recruit stock and bribery scandal was still continu- 
ing, and declined to predic: when it might end. 
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“I cannot predict at this moment whether they (the 
public prosecutor's office) will conclude the investiga- 
tion by the end of April because the pro’ is still 
ongoing,” Takatsuji told reporters. 


He also said he was not certain whether prosecutors 
would arrest any politicians in connection with the 
affair. 


Abe Reportedly Received 100 Million Yen 
OW 1504003389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0016 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 15 KYODO—Shintaro Abe, secre- 
tary general of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, and 
those close to him apparently received a total of nearly 
100 million yen from Recruit Co. over the past 10 years. 
informed sources revealed Friday [14 April]. 


Recruit Co., now at the center of a wide-ranging stock 
trading scandal, gave the funds to Abe in the form of 
political contributions or by buying tickets for Abe's 
fund-raising parties, the sources said. 


Like Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, Abe was 
regarded about |0 years ago as one of the major contend- 
ers to become prime minister in the future. 


The sources’ revelation followed Abe’s admission earlier 
Friday of the receipt of a total of 9.3 million yen from the 
scandal-ridden information business giant, which had 
been paid into a bank account in his wife’s name. 


The Recruit money paid to Abe’s wife, Yoko, had been 
in the form of a monthly payment of 300,000 yen in 
consultant fees between February 1986 and August 
1988. 


Abe told reporters, however, that all financial matters 
had been left to his secretary, Fumio Shimizu, and that 
neither he nor his wife knew about the payments. He said 
that on examination he confirmed that the payments 
were made and said he was ashamed of his ignorance. 


Recruit is known to have sold a total of 17,000 pre- 
floation Recruit Cosmos stocks in the autumn of 1986 to 
Abe’s secretary Shimizu. The stocks reportedly produced 
about 34 million yen profit when sold after the stocks 
went public. 


On Tuesday [11 April], Prime Minister Noboru Takesh- 
ita also admitted that he and his politica! support groups 
had received about 150 million yen from the Recruit 
business group between 1985 and 1987. 
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Abe Admits Wife Received Fees’ 
OW 1404022789 Tokyo KYODO in English 0157 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 14 KYODO—Liberal Democratic 
Party Secretary General Shintaro Abe admitted on Fn- 
day that his wife had been paid 300,000 yer. a month as 
consultant fee by Recruit Co. for a period of two years 
and seven months. 


Abe, the second most powerful leader within the ruling 
party after Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, acknowl- 
edged this at a press conference Friday morning. 


The MAINICHI SHIMBUN, a major vernacular news- 
paper, reported Fnday morning that the money had been 
paid into an account held by an Abe aide. 


The paper said the payments began in February 1986 
and lasted until August last year. 


Pressure on Cabinet Mounts, Deadlock Persists 


LDP Members Launch Reform Group 
OW 1304120489 Tokyo KYODO in English 1036 GMT 
13 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo April 13 KYODO—A group of junior 
members of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
signaled their discontent with the party’s leadership 
Thursday and launched a group to find their own solu- 
tions to the expanding stock-trading and bribery scandal. 


In a meeting to announce the “League for Freedom and 
Reform,” a group of 36 LDP members of the Diet 
pledged to resolve the scandal which involves largescale 
donations by Recruit Co. and selling of prefloated shares 
of Recruit Cosmos Co., and to take action to restore 
public confidence in the party. 


In a statement, league also promised to executive polit- 
ical reforms, a buzzword for strengthening politicians’ 
accountability for donations they receive, and to revamp 
the money-gobbling election system. 


“What is most important to the nation at this point is 
reversing the people's mistrust in politics and protecting 
freedom and the democratic parliamentary system,” the 
statement said. 


Spokesman for the group Shizuka Kamei told a news 
conference that the group plans to draw up concrete 
plans after studying the situation. 


The group, which includes members of 2ll major factions 
within the LDP, is intended to cut across generational. 
factional, and ideological divisions within the party. 
members said. 
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Although younger members of the LDP are relatively less 
involved in the stock scandal than the party's leaders, 
political pundits say these less established politicians are 
likely to suffer most in the polls. 


Elections for the upper house are slated for this summer. 


Opposition parties are calling on Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita to dissolve the lower house. 


Takeshita, Abe Rule Out Double Election 
OW 1504115189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0833 GMT 
15 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, April 15 KYODO- ‘rime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita and Liberal Democratic Party [LDP] 
Secretary General Shintaro Abe agreed on Saturday to 
avoid a double election for both houses of the Diet this 
summer, LDP officials sa d. 


The ruling party’s two most powerful men agreed to do 
their best to win a majority of the 126 seats at stake at 


this summer's triennial House of Councillors election. 


Takeshita and Abe also agreed to try to obtain passage of 
the 60.4 trillion yen national budget through the House 
of Representatives before Takeshita’s departure on April 
29 for a aine-day round of calls to five Southeast Asian 
capitals. 


The two men met at the LDP headquarters for 130 
minutes to discuss how to overcome the present political 
crisis stemming from the Recruit stock trading and 
bribery scandal. 


Takeshita and Abe reaffirmed their earlier position not 
to give in to an opposition demand that former prime 
minister Yasuhiro Nakasone be summoned to the Diet 
to testify as a sworn witness about his suspected role in 
the scandal, the officials said. 


All the opposition parties have boycotted budge: delib- 
erations since March 8 unless the government and LDP 
accept their demand for a Nakasone testimony. 


The Recruit scandal, which has rocked the Japanese 
political world since June 1988, involves Recruit Co.'s 
selling of unlisted shares of a subsidiary firm and its 
large-scale contributions to politicians. 


Opposition parties have pressed the Takeshita cabinet to 
resign or 10 dissolve the House of Representatives for a 
snap genera! election. 


There are growing calls even from LDP members to 
dissolve the 51 2-seat lower chamber as one way to settle 
the political crisis, LDP sources said. 


Earlier this week, Takeshita admitted he had received 
about 150 million yen from the scandal-ridden Recruit 
business group between 1985 and 1987. 
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On Friday, Abe admitted his wife had received 9.3 
million yen in consultant fees from Recruit between 
1986 and 1988 and also an unidentified amount of 
contributions, which reliable political sources say may 
have reached nearly 100 million yen in the last decade. 


LDP, Opposition Fail To Break Stalemate 
OW 1704105689 Tokyo KYODO in English 1001 GMT 
17 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, April 17 KYODO—The ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP and opposition parties failed 
on Monday to break a stalemate in the Diet, prolonging 
an already major delay in the passage of the 60.4 trillion 
yen national budget for fiscal 1989. 


The LDP, in a meeting of representatives of the ruling 
party and three major opposition parties, reyected again 
an opposition demand that former Prime Minister Yasu- 
hiro Nakasone be summoned to th= Diet to testify about 
his suspected role in the Recruit scandal. 


But Kozo Watanabe, chairman of the LDP Diet Affairs 
Committee, told his opposition counterparts that there 
will be an opportunity in the future for Nakasone to 
answer questions. Watanabe did not say specifically 
when and how Nakasone will do so. 


The Japan Socialist Party, Komeito and the Democratic 
Socialist Party, in rejecting Watanabe’s suggestion, said 
the opposition camp will continue their boycott until 
Nakasone is summoned to the Diet. 


Nakasone is the object of suspicion due to his link with 
Hiromasa Ezoe, the founder and former chairman of the 
scandal-ridden information business giant Recruit Co., 
who has been detained since February | 3 on suspicion of 
bribery. 


The Recruit scandal, which has rocked the Japanese 
political world since June 1988, involves Recruit’s sale 
of unlisted shares in its real-estate subsidiary recruit 
Cosmos Co., and large-scale contributions to a number 
of politicians. 


Prosecutors have so far arrested 13 people, including 
Ezoe; two former vice ministers, Takashi Kato and 
Kunio Takaishi; and the former chairman of Nippon 
Telegraph and Telephone Corp., Hisashi Shinto. 


Earlier on Monday, eight top officials of the government 
and LDP met at the Diet and agreed to reject the 
opposition demand for Nakasone to testify, LDP sources 
said. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita and LDP Secretary 
General Shintaro Abe were among the eight. 
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The government and LDP officials agreed to pass the 
national budget through the House of Representatives 
before Takeshita leaves Tokyo on April 29 for a nine-day 
visit to Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and 
the Philippines, the sources said. 


All the opposition parties have boycotted budget delib- 
erations since March 8, compelling the government to 
compile a 9.2 trillion yen provisional budget covering 
the first 50 days of the current fiscal year which started 
Apnil |. 


The government and LDP leaders also agreed not to 
compile another stopgap budget to suppiement the pro- 
visional one which is due to run out on May 20. 


The LDP says the lower house needs to clear the full 
budget before April 21 because further deliberations of 
at least 30 days are necessary by the second chamber the 
House of Councillors. 


Firm Declines Soviet Request for T 
OW 1704070789 Tokyo KYODO in English 0259 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Osaka, Apnl 17 KYODO—Matsushita Electric 
Industrial Co. said Monday it has formally declined the 
Soviet Union's request for transfer of videotape recorder 
(VTR) production technology, apparently for fear of 
possible violation of the rules of a multinationa! watch- 
dog body on exports to communist states. 


Officials at Matsushita, the largest Japanese consumer 
electric [as received] maker, also said the csi.ipany does 
not want to arouse the displeasure of the United States, 
its biggest market, by allowing the Soviet Union access to 
data on large-scale integrated circuit (LSI) chips con- 
tained in VTRs and sophisticated metallurgical exper- 
tise. 


Matsushita’s decision came close on the heels of 
approval earlier this month by the Paris-based Coordi- 
nation Committee for Export Controls (Cocom) of the 
transfer to China of similar technology by Hitachi Ltd.., 
the largest Japanese electrical machinery and appliance 
maker. 


Industry sources said Matsushita's decision could cast a 
shadow on relations between Japan and the Soviet 
Union, which have been showing signs of improvement 
of late. 


Matsushita, already exporting finished VTRs to the 
Soviet Union, has been negouiating with Moscow for the 
past three years on possible licensing of VTR technology. 


The officials said the Soviet side had asked that the 
technology in question cover all processes in VTR pro- 
duction, instead of only parts as originally requested. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


They also expressed concern that the planned Soviet 
VTR plant is located quite close to an arms factory. 


In this connection, industry sources said the Ministry of 
International Trade and Industry (MITI) had refused 
recent applications by Sony Corp and Hitachi to hold 
shows of their latest VTR technology in communist 
nations. 


Matsushita dispatched working-ievel officials to Moscow 
early in February and informed their Soviet counterparts 
of the decision, according to the company officials. 


Soviet Poil Says Territorial Claims Unfounded 
OW 1704025489 Tokyo KYOLD 2 in English 0124 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Moscow, April 17 KYQDO—A large majority of 
Soviet Far East residents believe there is no basis to 
Japanese claims to four disputed islands off northern 
Japan but seek an improvement in Soviet-Japanese 
relations, according to the result" ~~ «urvey published 
Sunday. 


The survey covered | ,500 ; ie in three Soviet states 
bordering the Pacific and fe . ~ °t 93 percent were 
aware of the dispute and 80 percent of them saw no 
foundation in the Japanese position. 


The four islands off the northeast coast of Japan have 
been occupied by the Soviet Union since the end of 
World War II. Tokyo claims territorial rights over the 
islands and considers their return a necessary condition 
for improved relations with Moscow. 


Only 2 percent of those polled thought Japan had suffi- 
cient reason to claim the islands, yet 48 percent said a 
mutually acceptable solution must be found, according 
to the poll published in the daily SOVIET RUSSIA. 


A total of 94 percent supported improved relations, and 
89 percent said a Soviet-Japanese peace treaty must be 
concluded. 


Two-thirds welcomed Japanese economic cooperation in 
developing the Soviet East Asia, while almost a quarter 
were against this. 


Ministry Denies DPRK Request for Mun Visa 
OW 1504114989 Tokyo KYODO in English 0928 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 15 K YODO—The Japanese Foreign 
Ministry denied on Saturday a newspaper report that it 
issued a nine-day transit visa to South Korean dissident 
Rev. Mun Ik-hwan at the request of North Korea. 


Japan has never received any request from North Korea 
concerning a visa for Mun, who stayed in Japan April 
5-13 after visiting North Korea, officials said. 
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Mun, who entered North Korea on April 5 and met with 
President Kim Il-song and Politburo Member Ho Tam, 
was arrested on his return to Seoul from Tokyo on April 
13. 


The Japanese Government gave the visa to Mun accord- 
ing to its domestic law, the officials said. 


The SANKEI SHIMBUN reported in its Saturday [15 
April] morning edition that the North Korean Embassy 
in Beijing asked the Japanese Embassy there on April 3 
to give Mun the transit visa effective through April | 3. 


A North Korean Embassy official visited the Japanese 
Embassy the following day andi applied for the visa on 
behalf of Mun, the SAINKEI SHIMBUN said. 


A man identifying himself as a North Korean consul 
visited the Japanese Embassy in Beijing on April 4 
Carrying a dossier necessary for visa applications, the 
Foreign Ministry said. 


The Japanese Embassy told him that the applicant person- 
ally must apply for a visa. Later in the day, Rev. Mun 
himself showed up at the embassy, which eventually issued 
a nine-day transit visa because his passport was effective 
through April 13, Foreign Ministry officials said. 


Indonesia Raises Prices on Oil, LNG Exports 
OW1704121089 Tokyo KYODO in English 1112 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Jakarta, April 17 KYODO—Indonesia on Monday 
announced that it has raised the April price of its crude oil 
shipments to Japan to 18.21 U.S. dollars per barrel—an 
increase of 65 cents over the previous two months. 


Ginanjar Kartasasmita, Indonesia’s minister of mining 
and energy, said ihe rise is based on a new formula 
disclosed last month that averages the spot market price 
of Indonesia’s benchmark Minas, Malaysian Tapis, Aus- 
tralian Gippsland, Omani crude and the United Arab 
Emirate’s Dubai brand. 


The minister said the latest oil price rise will also 
increase the cost of liquefied natural gas (LNG) exported 
to Japan. Japan is the largest buyer of Indonesia’s LNG, 
with imports totaling some 14 million tons annually. 


Ginanjar added that Indonesia plans to build three new 
LNG plants to meet growing world demand, which is 
expected to jump 7.6 million tons by 1994. 


Team Succeeds in Nuclear Fusion Tests 
OW 1704130089 Tokyo KYODO in English 1245 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Tsukuba, Ibaraki Pref., April 17 KYODO—A 
Japanese research team on Monday said it has succeeded 
in ultralow-temperature nuciear fusion tests. 
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Kanetada Nagamine, a leader of the team, said the tests 
were known as “muons (an elementary particle) cata- 
lyzed nuclear fusion experiments.” 


A blend of heavy hydrogen and tritium, liquefied at a 
temperature of 253 C below zero in liquid helium, was 
irradiated with beams of pulsed muons. These muons 
were produced by an accelerator, Nagamine said. 


He said that as a result, a large number of | 4-megaelec- 
tronvolt neutrons—peculiar to nuclear fusion reaction— 
were detected. Nagamine said judging from the number 
of neutrons detected, the team estimated that sbout 7 
billion nuclear-fusion reactions occurred in about 200 
hours of muon-catalyzed N-fusion tests. 


The research leader also said the team derived from such 
tests valuable basic data for figuring out how much 
energy could be produced by this method—muon-cata- 
lyzed N-fusion. 


The tests were conducted by a team of researchers from 
the University of Tokyo, the Institute of Physical and 
Chemical Research, the Japan Atomic Energy Research 
Institute and the Ministry of Education High-energy 
Physics Research Institute. 


North Korea 


Mun’s Arrest Cited for Major N-S Talks Delay 


Political, Military Talks Postponed 
SK 1704082089 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0700 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] The head of the North side’s delegation to the 
preliminary meeting for North-South high-level political 
and military talks sent the following telephone message 
to the senior member of the South side’s delegation: 


To Song Han-ho, senior member of the South’s delega- 
tion to the preliminary meeting for North-South high- 
level political and military talks: 


I had earlier sent a notice to you that the third round of 
the preliminary meeting for North-South high-level 
political and military talks scheduled for 12 April be held 
on 26 April for some reasons. 


This measure by our side proceeded from a serious 
intention to save our talks at any cost under the circum- 
stances in which your side’s authorities decided to bring 
legal actions against Rev. Mun Ik-hwan who has 
returned home after visiting Pyongyang. 


Regrettably, however, your side’s authorities have wors- 
ened North-South relations to the extreme and laid 
artificial obstacles to the future of North-South dialogue 
by taking Rev. Mun into custody—after his return home 
from making a lawful visit to Pyongyang at our side’s 
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official invitation and reaching a wonderful agreement‘ 
on the peaceful reunification question—on charges of 
violating the law that bans contacts with antistate orga- 
nizations. 


If your side’s authorities, unlike what the 7 July decla- 
ration stated about such things as national community or 
relationship between partners, bring legal action against 
the person who has contacted and held talks with us, 
according to the National Security Law which still 
openly defines our side, the other party to dialogue, as an 
antistate Organization, we find it hard to understand 
what justification has made your side sit and conduct 
talks with us up until now. 


By taking Rev. Mun Ik-hwan into custody, your side has 
shown that it is bent ultimately on causing North-South 
relations to remain hostile, on refusing talks with us for 
reunification, and on attempting to use the que tion of 
national reunification for insidious political purposes. 


Under such circumstances, it is clear that even if we sit 
face to face in the preliminary talks for the North-South 
high-level political and military talks, argument will only 
continue and no progress will be made at all. 


Thu’, I now inform you of our side’s stand that the third 
preliminary meeting for the North-South high-level 
political and military talks must be postponed until 12 
July, while hoping that the current unfavorable atmo- 
sphere for dialogue, which is generated by your side, will 
disappear at an early date. 


[Dated] 17 April 1989 

[Signed] Paek Nam-chun, head of the North’s delegation 
to the preliminary meeting for the North-South high- 
level political and military talks. 


Sports Talks Delayed Until 18 Jul 
SK 1704083089 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0707 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Telephone message from the head of the DPRK delega- 
tion to North-South sports talks sent on 17 April to the 
senior delegate of the ROK delegation to North-South 
sports talks] 


[Text] To Chang Chung-sik, senior delegate of the South 
side’s delegation to North-South sports talks: 


The North and South have begun sports talks with the 
common desire to participate in the | 1th Asian Games 
with a single team and have made some progress in the 
two rounds of talks. 


However, to our regret, your side’s authorities have 
illegally arrested and detained Rev Mun Ik-hwan—who 
openly visited Pyongyang recently at the invitation of 
our side and who returned after bearing outstanding 
fruition through talks for peaceful reunification—thus 
reversing the North-South relations which had advanced 
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toward the road of reconciliation and detente to the 
direction of aggravating confrontation and tension and 
clouding the atmosphere of the overall North-South 
dialogue. 


Accordingly, believing that the North and South cannot 
smoothly hold the sports talks amid the undesirable 
atmosphere we see today, I inform that we cannot but 
inevitably delay the third round of North-South sports 
talks, which are to be held on 18 April, until 18 July. 


[Dated] 17 April 1989 
[Signed] Kim Hyong-chin, head of the North side’s 
delegation to North-South sports talks 


No Tae-u Group Denounced for Arresting Mun 
SK 1704053689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0513 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 17 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today, commenting on the No Tae-u group’s 
scheme to punish on the charge of violation of the 
“National Security Law’ Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and his 
companion who returned to South Korea after paying a 
visit to Pyongyang, brands this as one more political 
terrorism that could be committed only by such military 
hooligans as the traitor No Tae-u who has been raised by 
the U.S. imperialists, as an anti-democracy, anti- reuni- 
fication treachery. 


The news analyst says: 


It is none other than the South Korean authorities 
themselves who delivered our letter of invitation to Rev. 
Mun. It is the height of folly for the very one who 
conveyed our invitation letter to him to incriminate his 
visit to Pyongyang now. 


Moreover, Rev. Mun and his companion had traveled to 
ihe North along the road which was opened by the traitor 
No. If their visit to Pyongyang is a crime, No Tae-u who 
opened the door should be the first to be handcuffed. 


The puppets assert that Rev. Mun had “‘a meeting with 
members of an anti-state organization” and “praised and 
sympathized with their activities” and this is a violation 
of the “National Security Law.” This can by no means be 
a pretext for them to punish him. 


The South Korean puppets are making desperate efforts 
to nullify the achievements of Rev. Mun and his com- 
panion in their travel to the North, keep his visit to 
Pyongyang from exerting an influence on the movement 
for reunification, destroy the mood for independence 
and reunification against U.S. imperialism and revive 
the dictatorship of the “Fifth Republic” and thus defuse 
the crisis of their rule. 


Their racket, however, will only bring into bolder relief 
their true color as military fascist dictators, separatists. 
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The South Korean rulers must unconditionally release 
Rev. Mun and his companion and other patriotic dem- 
ocrats they arrested on unwarrantable charges, stop their 
anti-communist fascist offensive for the revival of the 
dictatorship of the “Fifth Republic” and step down. 


Political Parties Denounce South’s Arresting Mun 


Social Democrats Issue Statement 
SK 1704054889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0524 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 17 (KCNA)—The Central Com- 
mittee of the Social Democratic Party of Korea in its 
statement dated April 16 said that the South Korean 
fascist clique must unconditionally and immediately 
release Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and all other democratic 
figures who have been detained on unwarrantable 
charges, if they do not want to meet the same doom as 
the preceding dictators. 


The statement says: 


Rev. Mun Ik-hwan visited Pyongyang and discussed 
ways and measures for national reunification, urged by 
his ardent patriotic desire to do his bit in putting an end 
to nearly half a century long tragedy of territorial and 
national split and opening a new history of national 
reunification. This reflected the unanimous aspiration 
and will of the South Korean people of all walks of life to 
take part in the dialogue for reunification. 


If the South Korean fascist clique continue to resort to 
moves for anti-communist fascistisation, it will mean 
that they themselves declare the nullification of the 
traitor No Tae-u’s “July 7 Declaration” and “speech at 
the United Nations.” 


They arrested Rev. Mun Ik-hwan with a hue and cry over 
his Pyongyang visit, 9s if it were a big “disturbance,” and 
are making much ado to sentence him to capital punish- 
ment. This is aimed at suppressing the advancement of 
the people for independence, democracy and reunifica- 
tion at the point of the bayonet and bridging over the 
crisis of their tottering rule. 


The present situation in South Korea shows that inde- 
pendence and democratization of society cannot be 
realised nor can North-South dialogue and peaceful 
reunification of the country be promoted with such 
fascist law as the “National Security Law” left intact and 
such fascist group of traitors as the No Tae-u group left 
in power, declares the statement. 


Chondoists Note ‘Brutal Scheme’ 
SK1704101189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1001 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 17 (KCNA)—The Central Com- 
mittee of the Chondoist Chongu Party in a statement 
issued today bitterly denounces the South Korean military 
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fascist clique’s brutal scheme to cruelly punish Rev. Mun 
Ik-hwan after having arrested and detained him, consider- 
ing it to be a declaration of war against the whole nation 
desirous of the peaceful reunification of the country. 


Rev. Mun’s visit to Pyongyang was a patriotic, great 
undertaking which demonstrated the importance and 
significance of non-governmental dialogue for the solu- 
tion to the reunification question and was an important 
occasion which may open a new phase in promoting 
national reconciliation and unity and accelerating the 
sacred cause of national reunification, says the state- 
ment, adding: 


Rev. Mun directly received a letter of invitation the 
North side sent to South Korean figures through the 
authorities and, after accepting the invitation, he imple- 
mented it first in public and legally. How can it be 
termed escape and smuggling? If it is really considered to 
be excape and smuggling, what charges are fittable for 
the South Korean authorities who delivered the letter of 
invitation of the North side to him and allowed him to go 
through the formalities at the airport for leaving South 
Korea legally. 


As for “contact” with an “anti-state organization” clam- 
oured about by the South Korean fascist clique, it is a 
brigandish logic which can convince nobody. 


If the peaceful reunification of the country is to be 
achieved through dialogue and negotiation, the North 
and the South must have contact and dialogue with each 
other. Any act of incriminating this must be denounced 
as an anti-national, anti-reunification treacherous act of 
taking exception to dialogue and denying peaceful reuni- 
fication itself. 


The South Korean fascist clique allege that Rev. Mun 
was “used” by and “sympathized” with the North for the 
reason that he came to Pyongyang and reached an 
agreement with us on the way to achieve reunification 
through confederation. Rev. Mun only mentioned the 
proposal for reunification through confederation which 
he had already called for in South Korea. 


Indeed, all the charges brought against Rev. Mun Ik- 
hwan by the South Korean fascist clique are far-fetched 
ones which do not stand to reason and are illogical and 
an expression of nonsensical authoritarianism which can 
be practised only by fascist dictators. 


The South Korean rulers must know clearly the public 
sentiment toward reunification, abolish the ‘National 
Security Law,” an anti-communist fascist law, immedi- 
ately stop their suppression of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and set 
him free. 
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Chonminnyon Denounces South’s Arrest of Mun 
SK 1504082389 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0816 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 15 (KCNA)}—The “National 
Alliance of the Movement for the Nation and Democ- 
racy” (“Chonininnyon”) in South Korea on April 13 
issued a statement denouncing the fascist clique’s out- 
rage in whisking away Rev. Mun Ik-hwan. 


The statement strongly demanded the immediate release 
of Rev. Mun and his family and others. 


More than 100 members of the Alliance of the Christian 
Social Movement of South Korea staged an all-night 
sit-in in demand of the immediate release of Rev. Mun. 


In a statement they vowed to fight on till Rev. Mun has 
been set free. They also urged the prompt abrogation of 
the “National Security Law” which blocks national 
reunification and the immediate resignation of the No 
Tae-u “government” suppressing democratic forces. 


Clergymen of the North Cholla Provincial Alliance of the 
Christian Social Movement and students held an all- 
night sit-in demanding the release of Rev. Mun. 


The Council of Writers for National Literature in a 
statement said the visit to Pyongyang by Rev. Mun and 
his companion is consistent with the great cause in 
national history and it “cannot be an object of punish- 
ment by the ‘National Security Law’ on any accounts. It 
declared that they would fight in solidarity with all the 
national democratic forces against the forces opposed to 
democracy and reunification. 


The Japan Christian Church Council in a statement 
stressed that the South Korean authorities’ arrest of Rev. 
Mun must be withdrawn and that it would join the South 
Korean religious people in the efforts for his release and 
the development of the debate on reunification. 


‘Revival of 5th Republic Dictatorship’ in South 
SK 1404131689 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0000 GMT 13 Apr 89 


[NODONG SINMUN 13 April commentary: “Is This 
the Revival of the Fifth Republic Dictatorship or the 
Achievement of Democratization?’’] 


[Text] Today a grave situation is being created in South 
Korea. Following the cancellation of the pledge for an 
interim appraisal on the pretext of social confusion, the 
No Tae-u military fascist group, drawing a bloody bay- 
onet, has launched a wholesale reactionary offensive for 
indiscriminate suppression of the patriotic and demo- 
cratic forces calling for independence, democracy, and 
reunification, branding them as violent leftist forces and 
forces attempting to overthrow the system. All areas in 
South Korea including Seoul have been placed under a 
state of martial law but without any declaration, and 
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repressive forces including the puppe'. police, prosecu- 
tors, and agents of the Agency for National Security 
Planning carrying weapons are on the rampage. 


After organizing a new joint security investigation head- 
quarters, the puppets today kicked off a wholesale 
roundup everywhere by mobilizing all repressive forces. 


Being the first target of the puppets’ reactionary offen- 
sive, many figures from Chonminnyon [National Dem- 
ocratic Alliance of Korea], Chondaehyop [National 
Council of University Student Representatives], and the 
National Literature Writers Conference of South Korea 
who called for contact and dialogue with us to discuss the 
issue of national reunification have already been 
arrested and detained. 


The workers of Hyundai Heavy Industries in Ulsan who 
staged a strike and sit-ins demanding a wage increase 
and freedom of trade union activities were attacked by 
more than 15,000 puppet police from 100-odd compa- 
nies and were forcibly dispersed. 


The evil hand of repression has also been extended to 
campuses. The repressive maneuvers of the puppets 
have become more atrocious and violent with the occa- 
sion of the visit to Pyongyang by Rev Mun, a figure of 
renown in South Korea. 


The fascist clique raved that it would arrest and punish 
Rev Mun Ik-hwan and his entourage, who made a just 
trip for national reunification, as soon as they return to 
Seoul. The fascist clique has already committed an 
atrocious act by taking to the police the families and 
relatives of Rev Mun and his entourage. 


What should not be overlooked is the fact that prompted 
by Rev Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to Pyongyang, the puppets 
are perpetrating the criminal maneuvers of fabricating 
procommunist incidents. 


The participants in the conference of relevant govern- 
ment officials held recently in Chongwadae chaired by 
the traitor No Tae-u to discuss the forces attempting to 
overthrow the system babbled that the activities of the 
violent leftist forces have now reached a level to threaten 
the basis of the liberal democratic system. They handed 
down a directive to intensively investigate the organiza- 
tions and their behind-the-scenes supporters who are 
Carrying Out leftist consciousness-raising activities. They 
also handed down a repressive order to work out special 
countermeasures against such forces and to thoroughly 
search and sternly deal judicially with teachers and their 
behind-the-scenes forces who lead consciousness-raising 
education and instigate labor-management disputes. 


According to this directive, the puppet joint security 
investigation headquarters launched a wholesale inves- 
tigation against several hundred democratic organiza- 
tions throughout South Korea including Chonminnyon, 
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Chondaehyop, Chonnoryon [National Council of Work- 
ers Representatives] and the National Literature Writers 
of South Korea that proposed contact with us and 18 
other organizations. 


As part of such maneuvers, a number of publishing 
houses and bookstores that published and disseminated 
books introducing the chuche idea and the realities of the 
northern half of the Republic have been searched and a 
number of books and articl.’ have been confiscated. 


Undoubtedly this is a prelude of a new fascist reaction- 
ary offensive designed to brand patriotic ~~ d democratic 
Organizations aS procommunist grov' and to more 
cruelly suppress them by linking thei ~=—th _us. 


The situation currently developing in South Korea 
reminds one of Pak Chong-hui’s Yusin dictatorship and 
Chon Tu-hwan’s Fifth Republic military dictatorship. 
The No Tae-u group is scheming to embellish its military 
hooligan’s act to be democratic under the signboard of 
prevention of social confusion, safeguarding the liberal 
democratic system, and so forth, even while wielding a 
bayonet against democratic forces. The No Tae-u group 
is acting as if it were interested in dialogue and reunifi- 
cation by putting forward the excuse of dialogue led by 
the authorities even while fettering the reunification 
forces who call for contact and dialogue with us. 


This is shameless sophistry fabricated by the dictators in 
power to justify their anticommunist fascist offensive. As 
is recognized by the people at home and abroad, social 
confusion and crisis in the system raved about by the No 
Tae-u group are none other than confusion and crisis of the 
colonial military fascist regime itself, a system discarded 
by the people. The repressive maneuvers perpetrated by 
the puppets on the pretext of social stability and safeguard- 
ing the system are in fact a political coup d’etat designed to 
maintain and extend the military dictatorial regime which 
has been thrown into a crisis. 


Ata time when the people declared that they would wage 
a nonconfidence movement on the occasion of his 
interim appraisal, when rumors of a political crisis in 
April and May are spread, and when the anti-US. spirit 
for independence and reunification is being rapidly 
increased throughout South Korea, No Tae-u kicked off 
the fascist frenzy. 


In actuality, the puppets directed the spearhead of suppres- 
sion against the organizations and figures who called for 
the anti-U.S. movement for independence and reunifica- 
tion and against the people who called for democratization 
of South Korean society and the rights to existence. 


The No Tae-u group is attempting to rescue its shaking 
military dictatorship by eradicating with guns and bay- 
onets the patriotic and democratic forces who call for 
independence, democracy, and reunification. 
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The fascist frenzy rampaging in South Korea is a product 
of the U.S. imperialists’ maneuvers of aggression. This is 
clear by the fact that the current fascist reactionary 
offensive was launched immediateiy after Bush’s junket 
to South Korea. It is no secret that Bush, flying into 
South Korea, handed down a directive to suffocate with 
guns and bayonets the people who call for an anti-U.S. 
movement for independence and reunification while 
pledging his commitment to the puppets to continue to 
keep the U.S. troops in South Korea. 


The U.S. assistant secretary of state for East Asian and 
Pacific affairs has recently stated that the process of 
democratization in South Korea may retreat. His 
remarks prove that the behind-the-scenes manipulator of 
the situation of fascist suppression perpetrated in South 
Korea is none other than the United States. 


The situation created in South Korea under the manip- 
ulation of the U.S. imperialists calls for the awakening of 
the patriotic and democratic forces. The question in 
South Korea at present is whether there will be a revival 
of the Fifth Republic dictatorship or democratization. 


The No Tae-u group which took off its burdensome mask 
of democratization has chosen the path of returning to 
the Fifth Republic dictatorship, thus revealing its true 
color as a military fascist dictatorship. 


Should these criminal maneuvers of the puppets be toler- 
ated, the bud of democracy, which has sprouted through 
the blood struggle of the South Korean people, will be 
nipped by the freezing frost of dictatorship in a moment 
and South Korea will be reduced again to the dark place of 
the military dictatorship of the Fifth Republic. 


When this time comes, the people will no longer be able 
to talk about the clarification of the truth of the Kwangju 
incident, the punishment of its ringleaders, and the 
eradication of the irregularities of the Fifth Republic. In 
addition, the people will suffer from pain, shackled with 
the fascist fetters of military hooligans. Also, the notori- 
ous Chon Tu-hwan, who has been banished to Paektam 
temple, will occupy the Ilhae Research Institute again 
and manipulate power behind the scenes, and Yi Sun- 
cha will once again crawl into her house in Yonhui-tong 
and run wild in exercising her power. 


Chon Tu-hwan has already resumed his activities, meet- 
ing reporters and doing other things at Paektam temple. 
Such an extreme rightiest hooligan as Chong Ho-yong, 
who is denounced as one of the five ringleaders of 
Kwangju, has begun to work briskly. 


Will the South Korean people, who were shedding hot 
blood in the plaza of June while crying for the eradica- 
tion of the military dictatorship of the Fifth Republic, 
tolerate this grave situation? 
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If the anticommunist fascist offensives of the puppets 
under the manipulation of the U.S. imperialists are 
tolerated, the occupation policy of the U.S. imperialists 
and their colonial rule will last forever; reunification, the 
desire of the nation, will be a remoter goal; and our 
nation will not be able to escape from being the victim of 
the nuclear confrontation policy of foreign forces. 


How can the youths, students, and people, who have 
attacked one on-the-spot aggressive organ of the U.S. 
imperialists after another because they cannot put up 
with the national shame under the boots of the U.S. 
imperialist aggressors, have their patrivtic spirit nipped? 
How will youths, students, and people—who have 
eagerly longed to meet their brothers in the North at the 
site of the | 3th World Festival of Youth and Students, at 
a pan-national congress, and at a meeting of writers from 
the North and South and abroad while aspiring for peace 
in the country and its reunification—tolerate their righ- 
teous dream being frustrated by bayonets? 


Will workers and peasants, who have turned out for the 
struggle for their rights to survival and democracy, but 
have not realized their intention due to the indiscrimi- 
nate suppression of the puppets and have suffered set- 
backs, just harbor their indignation in their hearts and 
calm themselves? 


The situation demands that alertness be heightened 
against the maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and the 
No Tae-u ring to revive the dictatorship of the Fifth 
Republic and that these maneuvers be countered by 
all-out offensives of the independent, democratic, and 
reunification forces. 


Having unsheathed the blood-stained sword again, the 
No Tae-u ring is clamoring about new commitments. 
However, they are not worth trusting. Just as a crow 
cannot become a white heron even after a hundred years, 
the nature of the military hooligan can never be changed. 


The National Assembly, which is nothing but a puppet 
organ that puts a democractic embellishment on a mili- 
tary dictatorship, is also something not worth trusting. 


Furthermore, with the visit to Pyongyang by Rev Mun 
Ik-hwan as an occasion it has been obviously decided 
who genuinely desires peace and reunification and who 
takes advantage of them for a political purpose. 


What is demanded in South Korea at this present 
moment is the unity and struggle of the patriotic forces 
which genuinely aspire for independence, demcoracy, 
and reunification. Independence, democracy, and reuni- 
fication lie in unity and struggle. 


A moment of hesitation or trembling at the thought of 
turning Out on the road of struggle because of the fear of 
the bayonets of the military fascist group can cause 
dozens of years of retrogression in the movement for 
independence, democracy, and reunification. 
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At this solemn momeat at the crossroad of whether the 
dictatorship of the Fifth Republic is revived or demco- 
racy is defended and the anti-U.S. cause of independence 
and reunification is accomplished, the South Korean 
youths, students, and people should firmly unite them- 
selves, rise up nationwide in eradicating the No Tae-u 
military, fascist regime, and cut off the aggressive tenta- 
cles of the U.S. imperialists who manipulate it. At this 
very moment, the National Security Law, an anti- 
democratic and antireunification evil law, should be 
abolished; the patriotic democratic figures, who have 
been thrown behind bars on preposterous charges of 
demanding democracy and reunification, should be 
released; and no one can be allowed to brandish the 
sword of suppression against Rev Mun Ik-hwan and his 
companion who is returning home with precious success 
from their trip to the North for reunification. 


The South Korean people have begun to ignite the flames 
of struggle on campuses and at working sites under such 
slogans as dernanding the banishment of the U.S. impe- 
rialists and the overthrow of the No Tae-u regime. 


Struggle appears to be further expanding. The movement 
for independence, democracy, and reunification will 
soon sweep over the whole of South Korea. 


Though the No Tae-u ring is perpetrating fascist outrages 
while brandishing bayonets given by the U.S. imperial- 
ists, this is the last-ditch maneuver of those faced with 
their doom. Former dictaors Syngman Rhee, Pak Chong- 
hui, and Chon Tu-hwan, after all, came to a miserable 
end while brandishing bayonets by labelling patriotic 
people as procommunists. 


Victory lies with the popular masses, the main forces of 
history. Only ruin awaits dictators. 


The U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u ring must look 
Straight at reality and immediately stop the reactionary 
offensives against the patriotic democratic forces. 


South Korean Writer Hwang Tours Sites in North 
SK 1604084089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0825 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 16 (KCNA)}—South Korean 
writer Hwang Sok-ong on a visit to the northern half of 
the Republic toured Mt. Paektu on April 13. 


On Mt. Paektu, an ancestral mountain associated with 
the soul of the nation, he said he was on Mt. Paektu 
which the South Korean people so ardently desire to see. 
This is, indeed, a historical moment in the way of 
reunification, he added. 


He had his picture taken with the Lake Chon on Mt. 
Paektu as a background. Earlier, on April 9 and 10 he did 
the sights of Mt. Kumgang. 
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He also visited the tomb of King Tongmyong, precious 
historical remains in Mujin-ri, Yokpo District, Pyongy- 
ang, on April 14. 


He went round with keen interest the tomb of King 
Tongmyong, founder of Koguryo, which shows the excel- 
lent achitecture and long cultural tradition of the Korean 


people. 


On the same day he visited the Sangwon cement complex, 
went round the workers’ residential district built on the 
bank of the River Sangwon and called at a worker's house. 


Earlier, Hwang Sok-yong visited the Pyongyang Mater- 
nity Hospital. 


Kim I]-song Sends Condolences to PRC’s Zhao 
SK 1604085889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0853 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 16 (KCNA)}—Comrade Kim 
Il-song, general secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea, sent a message of condo- 
lence on April 16 to Comrade Zhao Ziyang, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China, in connection with the death of Comrade 
Hu Yaobang, member of the Political Bureau of the 
C.C., CPC. 


The message says: 


Upon hearing sad news that Comrade Hu Yaobang, 
member of the Political Bureau of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party of China, died to our sorrow, 
I, on behalf of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea, the Korean people and on my own 
behalf, express deep condolences through you to the 
CPC Central Committee, the Chinese people and the 
bereaved family of the deceased. 


Comrade Hu Yaobang was a loyal communist soldier 
who had performed great feats for the Chinese party and 
people since he took part in the Chinese people’s revo- 
lution in his early years. 


He had made a great contribution to strengthening and 
developing the great friendship and militant unity 
between the peoples of Korea and China. 


Although Comrade Hu Yaobang died, his feats will shine 
long. 


Soviet, Sri Lankan Delegations Arrive 
SK 1404230389 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1556 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 14 (KCNA)—A delegation of the 
Sri Lanka-People’s Korea Friendship Association 
headed by its Vice-Chairman Tilak Mabendia 


Karunaratne, member of parliament, and a delegation of 
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the Khabarovsk production science complex of the 
Soviet Union headed by its general director Choe Vale- 
tin [name as received] arrived in Pyongyang. 


N Hamgyong Hosts USSR, PRC Di 
SK 1404230889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1557 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 14 (KCNA)}—The North Ham- 
gyong Provincial Administration and Economic Guid- 
ance Committee gave a film show and reception respec- 
tively on April 13 and 14 for the members of the Soviet 
and Chinese consulates general in Chongjin on the 
occasion of April 15. 


Present there together with the guests were chairman of 
the North Hamgyong Provincial Administration and 
Economic Guidance Committee Kim Yong-yun and 
other officials concerned. 


The attendants saw the Korean documentary film “The 
Great Leader Comrade Kim Il-song Gives on-the-spot 
Guidance to Various Domains of the National Economy.” 


Then followed the reception which proceeded in a 
friendly atmosphere. Speeches were made there. 


Kim Il-song Meets Polish Cultural Delegation 
SK 1404223389 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1623 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 14 (KCNA)—The great leader 
President Kim Il-song today received the government 
cultural delegation of Poland led by Aleksander Krawc- 
zuk, minister of culture and art, on a visit to Korea. 


Present on the occasion were Minister of Culture and Art 
Chang Chol and Polish Ambassador E.P. to Korea 
Mieczyslaw Dedo. 


The head of the delegation congratulated President Kim 
Il-song on his birthday and wished him good health and 
long life. 


President Kim II]-song had a conversation with the guests 
in a cordial and friendly atmosphere. 


Kim Il-song Receives Cambodia’s Sihanouk 15 Apr 
SK 1604080789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0800 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 15 (KCNA)}—Comrade Kim 
Il-song, president of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, today met with His Royal Highness Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk, president of Democratic Kampu- 
chea, who paid a congratulatory call on him. 


His Royal Highness Samdech Norodom Sihanouk pre- 
sented a floral basket to President Kim Il-song on his 
birthday and wished him good health and long life. 
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President Kim Il-song expressed thanks for this and had 
a cordial and friendly talk with His Royal Highness 
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk. 


President Kim Il-song gave a luncheon for His Royal 
Highness Samdech Norodom Sihanouk. 


Present at the luncheon were minister of People’s Armed 
Forces O Chin-u, Vice-President Pak Song-chol, Premier 
Yon Hyong-muk, Chief of the General Staff of the 
Korean People’s Army Choe Kwang, secretary of the 
C.C. [Central Committee], the Workers’ Party of Korea 
Kim Chung-nin, Vice-Chairman of the Committee for 
the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland Choe Tok- 
sin, first Vice-Chairman Yi Chin-kyu and Vice- 
Chairman Yi Kye-paek of the Central Standing Commit- 
tee of the General Association of Korean Residents in 
Japan (Chongnyon), Chairman of the Tonghae Trading 
Company, Ltd. Under Chongnyon An Sang-taek and his 
entourage and Chongnyon businessman in Tokyo Kim 
In-kwon and his entourage. 


The luncheon took place in a cordial atmosphere. 


Kim Il-song Sends Greetings to Norodom Sihanouk 
SK 1604084589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0832 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 16 (KCNA)—President Kim II- 
song of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea sent a 
message of greetings today to His Royal Highness Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk, president of Democratic Kampuchea, 
on the national day of Democratic Kampuchea. 


Noting that today the Kampuchean people continue 
valiantly struggling to safeguard national sovereignty 
and achieve the liberation and independence of the 


country, the message says: 


The world people hope that peace will be settled in 
Kampuchea as early as possible and the Kampuchean 
problem solved in a political way in conformity with the 
will and interests of the Kampuchean people. 


The Korean people express firm solidarity with Your 
Royal Highness in your energetic efforts to solve the 
Kampuchean problem peacefully in a fair way through 
dialogue and negotiation and firmly believe that the 
sacred cause of you and the Kampuchean people to build 
a Kampuchea, unified, independent, territorially inte- 
grated, peaceful, neutral and non-aligned will surely be 
accomplished. 


Believing that the traditional relations of friendship and 
cooperation between our two peoples will grow stronger 
and develop, I take this opportunity to sincerely wish 
you greater success in your patriotic activities. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Kim Il-song Attends Spring Festival Performances 
SK 1704052689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0455 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 17 (KCNA)—The great leader 
President Kim Il-song appreciated joint performances of 
artistes of different countries participating in the seventh 
“April Spring Friendship Art Festival.” 


The performances were given by 77 art and circus 
troupes including international prize winners and noted 
actors and actresses from various countries of the five 
continents and overseas Koreans’ art troupes who have 
come here on ihe occasion of the significant holiday of 
April, carrying unbounded respect and warm wishes for 
good health and long life to President Kim Il-song. 


Foreign artists presented to President Kim II-song bas- 
kets of flowers carrying boundless respect and reverence 
and sincerely wished him good health and long life. 


Seeing the performances were O Chin-u, Yon Hyong- 
muk, Pak Song- chol and other cadres and working 
people in the city. 


The members of the April 15 congratulatory group of 
Koreans in Japan led by Yi Chin-kyu, first vice- 
chairman of the Central Standing Committee of the 
General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
(Chongnnyon), Yi Kye-paek, vice-chairman of the Cen- 
tral Standing Committee of Chongnyon, and members of 
delegations and visiting groups of Chongnyon were also 
in the audience. 


Seeing performances was the representative of the “South 
Korean National Democratic Front” in Pyongyang. 


Invited there were His Royal Highness Samdech Noro- 
dom Sihanouk, president of Democratic Kampuchea, 
and his entourage, foreign delegations and guests visiting 
Korea and foreign diplomatic envoys here. 


The colorful programs which began with choruses of the 
revolutionary paean “song of General Kim Il-song”’ and 
“‘with a single heart” included music, dance, intrumental 
music and circus pieces presented by artistes of Bulgaria, 
the German Democratic Rejublic, Tanzania, Zambia, 
Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union, Poland, Algeria, 
Peru, Vietnam, Ethiopia, the Congo, Venezuela, Cuba, 
Mongolia, Yugoslavia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Malta, 
India, Switzerland, Romania, Japan, China, Mexico, 
Kampuchea, Britain, France, Finland, Egypt, Madagas- 
car, Mozambique, Portugal and Australia, and artistes of 
overseas Koreans’ art troupes from Japan, the Soviet 
Union and the United States and home artistes. 


The actors and actresses in their performances praised in 
emphatic tones the greatness, wise leadership and com- 
munist virtues of President Kim Il-song who has made 
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immortal contributions to the accomplishment of the 
cause of the Korean evolution and the world revolution 
by founding the chuche idea and successfully applying it. 


The also excellently depicted the immortal feats of and 
reverence for dear Comrade Kim Chong-il who is adding 
lustre to the revolutionary cause of chuche generation after 
generation with his rare intelligence and tested leadership. 


Saag eS Cte) Go Rermne souls Gua Se Go 
acceleration of the revolution and construction, the 
accomplishment of the revolutionary cause of chuche and 
the peaceful reunification of the country under the wise 
guidance of the party and the leader and the fruitful efforts 
and life of the peoples of various countries who are 
energetically advancing for the building of a new society. 


The joint performances were given in an atmosphere 
overflowing with boundless reverence for and trust in 
President Kim Il-song and the sentiments of militant 
friendship and unity between the Korean people and the 
world progressive people based on the idea of indepen- 
dence, peace and friendship. 


The performances closed with the chorus “Long Life and 
Good Health to the Leader”. 


They were acclaimed by the audience for their high 


ideological and artistic value. 
At the end of each performan«’ all the performers 
expressed ardent reverence for the ,. cat leader, shouting 


“Long Live the Great Leader Comrade Kim Il-song!” 


President Kim Il-song presented baskets of flowers to the 
performers in congratulation of their successful perfor- 
mances. 


He met heads, actors and actresses of the art troupes of 
various countries and overseas Korean artistes partici- 
pating in the performances, the members of the visiting 
group of the special supporting association for the Kum- 
gangsan opera troupe of Chongnnyon and foreign diplo- 
matic envoys and posed for photographs with them. 


Ugandan Military Delegation Continues Visit 


Meets With Kim Il-song 
SK1704102489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1015 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 17 (KCNA)}—The great leader 
President Kim Il-song today met the visiting military 
delegation of Uganda headed by Elly Tumwine, minister 
of state for defence. 


Present on the occasion was general of the Korean 
People’s Army Kim Kwang-chin. 


President Kim I]-song had a conversation with the guests 
in a cordial and friendly atmosphere. 
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The guests presented a gift to him. 


Presents Gift for Kim 
SK 1704103789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1017 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 17 (KCNA)}—Comrade Kim 
Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the Political 
Bureau and secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, received a gift from head of the 
visiting military delegation of Uganda Elly Tumwine, 
minister of state for defence. 


It was handed to an official concerned by Elly Tumwine. 


Kim Il-song Receives Cuban Media Group 
SK 1704051089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0453 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 16 (KCNA) —The great leader 
President Kim Il-song today received the cameramen’s 
group of the Cuban Institute of Radio and Television on 
a visit to Korea. 


Present there was Juan Jose Leon Vega, Cuban ambas- 
sador e.p. to Korea. 


The guests congratulated President Kim Il-song on his 
birthday and wished him long life in good health. 


President Kim Il-song expressed thanks for this and had 
a conversation with the guests in a cordial and friendly 
atmosphere. 


Chongnyon Celebrates Kim Il-song’s Birthday 
SK 160408 1689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0806 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo April 14(KNS-KCNA)—A central meeting 
of Korean Residents in Japan was held in Tokyo on April 
14 to celebrate the birthday of the great leader Marshal 
Kim Il-song. 


Han Tok-su, chairman of the Central Standing Commit- 
tee of the General Association of Korean Residents in 
Japan (Chongnyon), addressed the meeting. 


He said: It is because our people have been guided by the 
respected leader Marshal Kim II-song that they could 
restore the country and defend freedom and indepen- 
dence by defeating the U.S. imperialists and build a 
powerful socialist state of independence, self-reliance 
and self- defence in a shortest period, demonstrating the 
might of heroic Korea to the whole world. 


Today our people are dynamically advancing toward the 
road of victory to carry forward and accomplish the 
cause of chuche through generations as they hold in high 
esteem sagacious Comrade Kim Chong-il as the leader of 
the people [as received], Han Tok-su stressed, adding: 
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The respected leader is a great lodestar of mankind in the 
era of chajusong, who brightly indicates the road to be 
followed by the progressive people of the world and leads 
the cause of building a new independent world along a 
straight road of victory. 


A congratulatory message of the Central Standing Com- 
mittee of Chongnyon to Marshal Kim II-song was read 
out at the meeting. 


The Central Standing Committee of Chongnyon 
arranged a grand banquet on April | 4. 


Kim Il-song Receives Chongnyon Officials 


Meets Group on 15 Apr 
SK 160408 1089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0804 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 15 (KCNA)—The great leader 
President Kim I]-song today received officials and busi- 
nessmen of the Gener: ‘sociation of Korean Residents 


in Japan (Chongnyon). 


Present on the occasion were First Vice-Chairman Yi 
Chin-kyu and Vice-Chairman Yi Kye-paek of the Cen- 
tral Standing Committee of Chongnyon, Chairman of 
the Tonghae Trading Company, Ltd. under Chongnyon 
An Sang-taek and his entourage and Chongnyon busi- 
nessman in Tokyo Kim In-kwon and his entourage. 


Chongnyon officials and businessmen presented a floral 
basket to President Kim Il-song on his birthday and 
wished him good health and long life. 


President Kim Il-song gladly received them and had a 
cordial talk with them. 


Meets Group on 16 Apr 
SKI — Pyongyang KCNA in English 0451 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 16 (KCNA)—The great leader 
President Kim Il-song today met the April 15 congratu- 
latory group of Koreans in Japan headed by Yi Chin- 
kyu, first vice-chairman of the Central Standing Com- 
mittee of the General Association of Korean Residents 


in Japan. 


The members of the congratulatory group presented 
warm congratulations to President Kim Il-song on his 
birthday and wished him long life in good health. 


President Kim Il-song had a cordial conversation and 
posed for a photograph with them. 
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Editorial Praises Kim Il-song’s Leadership 
SK 1504085089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0832 GMT 
15 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Pyongyang April 15 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today comes out with an editorial captioned “Let 
Us Advance More Vigorously Along the Road of Victory 
and Glory Under the Leadership of the Party and the 


The history of modern Korea is proud annals in which 
the respected leader Comrade Kim Il-song has led along 
a straight path of victory the struggle for independence, 
sovereignty, socialism and communism and added shine 
to Korea, and a glorious epic brilliantly recording the 
imperishable exploits in the history of struggle for 
human liberation, the editorial says, and goes on: 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has said: 


““Now that our country which was once in a state of agelong 
backwardness and suffered an eclipse, trampled underfoot 
by imperialists, has become a prospering and mighty 
socialist state, we can feel due pride and confidence in and 
boast of the revolutionary stand and the independent line 
we have consistently maintained over the past years, as 
well as of the worthwhile struggle and great achievements 
of the party and the people that, united as one, have 
creatively blazed a new trail in history.” 


Respected Comrade Kim Il-song is the outstanding 
leader who is successfully hewing the path of the times, 
the road of Korea, with his great ideologies and theories 
and revolutionary practice. He, basing himself on an 
analysis of historic experiences and lesson of the revolu- 
tionary movement and requirements of the new age, 
founded the chuche idea and has applied it to the 
revolutionary practice. 


The anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle and the father- 
land liberation war were the most rigorous and great 
revolutionary wars. Our people could win in the show- 
downs with the enemies incomparably superior in num- 
ber and technique because they had the chuche-based 
line and leadership of the respected leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song. Our people have successfully carried out social 
revolutions of two stages in a short span of time and 
accelerated socialist construction under the guidance of 
the party and the leader, thus building a genuine socialist 
country where the chajusong and creativity of the masses 
of the people are in full bloom in all aspects of social life. 


Noting that our revolution is steadily advancing with 
victory under the leadership of the party and the leader 
because chuche has been firmly established and the great 
revolutionary traditions are being successfully carried 
forward and because there are powerful revolutionary 
ranks, the editorial continues: 
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The respected leader was the first in history to hold high 
the banner of chuche and ushered in the birth of the new 
age in which our revoiution is advancing along the route 
of chajusong. 


Our party solves all problems in keeping with the specific 
conditions of the country and aspiration of our peezic 
from the stand of assuming responsibility for the Korean 
revolution, and holds fast consistently to the lines and 
policies put forward by the great leader. The steady 
cuntinuity in ideologies and policies—herein lies the 
chuche character of revolution. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song established the 
anti-Japanese revolutionary traditions in the flames of 
arduous revolutionary struggle against the Japanese 
imperialists and has developed and enriched them in the 
course of struggle for the building of a new society after 
the liberation. 


He has led our people to constantly promote the revo!ution 
on the basis of the revolutionary traditions, with a good 
knowledge of the historic root of their party and revolution. 


Ou party regards the revolutionary traditions and 
exploits of the respected leader Comrade Kim II-song as 
the most precious and great things and resolutely 
defends, carries forward and develops them under what- 
ever circumstances. 


The key to the victory in the revolution is unity of the 
ranks. Our people could be ever-victorious either in the 
revolutionary wars against formidable imperialist enemy 
or in the gigantic struggle for transforming nature and 
society as they have strong revolutionary ranks built up 
by the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song. 


The ever-victorious progress of the Korean revolution 
traces its source to the wise leadership of the respected 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song who has distinguished 
personality and quality as a great thinker and theoreti- 
cian, statesman and revolutionary, the editorial says, 
and stresses: 


It is because the great leader Comrade Kim II-song has 
fully displayed his rare quality and leadership ability that 
the arduous and complex Korean revolution could 
always advance victoriously. 


He puts his heart and soul and efforts into creating more 
wealth for eternal prosperity of the Workers’ Party era 
today when he has brought about great socialist reality, 
covering a long course of bloody anti-Japanese struggle 
and long unfamiliar and arduous road of creation and 
construction. 


His boundless loyalty to the revolution is linked with his 
spirit of devoted service for the fatherland and people. 
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the respecied leader Comrade Kim Il-song personifies 
extraordinary ideological and theoretical wisdon and 
illumines the path of the times and revolution. 


His great lendership traits lie in leading the revolution 
with his steadfast principle and unusual practice. 


Our party which personifies the great leadership trait of 
the respected leader Comrade Kim Il-song is displaying 
high dignity and honour as an experienced and tested 
guide of revolution and construction. Solid unity 
between inheritance and creativity, herein lics the dis- 
tinguished greatness of our party in leading the revolu- 
tionary cause of chuche. The glorious party centre is 
defending and developing the chuche idea of the 
respected leader with its creative ideological and thco- 
retical activities and practical struggle, organisationally 
and ideologically strengthening the party and giving full 
play to the might of the subject of revolution and thus 
brilliantly realizing the cause of modelling the whole of 
society on the chuche idea. 


Today our party and people are confronted with honor- 
able tasks to accelerate the cause of socialism and 
communism under the revolutionary banner of the 
chuche idea and add shine to the fatherland founded and 
led by the respected leader Comrade Kim Il-song, 
stresses the editorial. 


South Korea 


North’s Attempt To Delay Talks Criticized 
SK 1704130189 Seoul YONHAP in English 1247 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 17 (YONHAP)}—South Korea criti- 
cized North Korea’s request Monday to put off two 
major inter-Korean talks slated for this mouth in con- 
nection with the arrest of South Korean dissident Pastor 
Mun Ik-hwan who made an unauthorised visit to 
Pyongyang last month. 


Song Han-ho, Seoul's chief delegate to the preparatory 
meeting for South-North Korean prime minister's talks, 
said “The North's postponement of inter-Korean talks 
overrides the wishes of the whole nation to improve 
inter-Korean relations and we can not but doubt whether 
North Korea has any interest in dialogue.” 


Song, concurrently serving as vice minister of the 
National Unification Board, denounced Pyongyang’s 
attitude as stemming from an attempt to avoid the 
reponsibility for the Rev. Mun’s clandestine visit to 
North Korea which he said had long been capitalizing on 
the inter-Korean dialogue for a political maneuver rather 
than a conference. 


Song was commenting on a telephone message from 
Paek Nam-jun, his North Korean counterpart, who pro- 
posed earlier in the day to postpone their third contact 
until July 12. 
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In a similar message, Kim Hyong-chin, North Korea's 
chief delegate to inter-Korean sports talks, also sent a 
message to his South Korean counterpart Chang Chung-sik 
to hold their third meeting on July 18 instead of April 18. 


The North Korean side said the decision was made to 
protest the Seoul government's arrest of the dissident 
clergyman, claiming that “the Seoul government clis- 
turbed the overall atmosphere of South-North talks by 
arresting the Rev. Mun illegally and unfairly, thereby 
forcing bilatera! relationship to revert to the path of 
confrontation.” 


Mun’s secret visit to North Korea last month, during 
which the minister met with North Korean leader Kim 
Il-song, has angered Seoul and the 71-year-old pastor was 
arrested upon arrival via Tokyo on April 13. 


Song urged Pyongyang io show sincere attitude toward 
dialogue instead of “anti-dialogue and anti-reunification 
behavior” which intensify tension on the Korean penin- 
sula and said North Korea has expressed explicit antag- 
onism against the Seoul government by “inviting the 
Rev. Mun to Pyongyang.” 


He did not elaborate on Seoul’s counter-proposal to fix 
the date of the third contact. The third contact had 
already been postponed from April 12 this year at the 
request of the North Korean side. 


In a separate comment, Chang expressed regret and 
asked Pyongyang to resume the sports talks which had 
started for the purpose of forming a single team for the 
1990 Asian Games to be held in Beijing. 


Chang denounced North Korea’s linking the 
ment to Mun’s arrest as meddling in “internal affairs " of 
Seoul, saying that sports talks has little to do with it. 


“North Korea itself has undermined the atmosphere of 
dialogue and has perpetrated a provocative act by induc- 
ing Rev. Mun into Pyongyang aboard a special plane 
arranged for him,” Chang said. 


Chang said the South Korean side will counter-propose a 
date for the third contact later, adding ““we are concerning 
over the prospect of the sports talks even if it be resumed 
given the Pyongyang’s attitude.” [sentence as received] 


Analysts in Seoul say North Korea was motivated by the 
need to devote its energy to preparations for the Worid 
Youth Festival slated for early July. 


They say Pyongyang’s postponement of the two meetings 
was also based on the need to avoid a face-to-face 


contvensation that could turn into a slanging match [as 
received] on the eve of a visit later this moth by Chinese 
Communist Party Secretary-General Zhao Ziyang. 
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The South Korean Government has decided to carefully 
consider whether to agree to hold the two meetings on 
the dates proposed by the North. 


Foreign Minister Says Northern Policy U 
SK 1604023189 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Apr 89 p 2 


[Text] Foreign Minister Choe Ho-chung yesterday reaf- 
firmed that the basic orientation of the administration's 
policy of appeasement with socialist countries remains 
unchanged, hinting that relations between Seoul and two 
Communist superpowers would develop into a political 
rapprochement. 


He told reporters, “We will take the initiative in seeking 
balanced relations in all fields including politics with the 
Soviet Union and China rather than follow their position. 
The basic direction of the northern policy has not changed 
and we will pursue diplomatic bids consistently.” 


He was commenting on allegations by reporters and many 
observers that the No Tae-u administration’s vigorous 
overtures are losing momentum amid a roundup of those 
branded as leftists, occasioned by dissident Mun Ik-hwan’s 
unauthorized trip to North Korea. 


He disclosed that the country would positively support 
the idea of forming a government-level group of Pacific 
basin countries for mutual prosperity, as proposed by 
Australian Prime Minister Robert Hawke and U.S. Sen. 
Allen Cranston, chairman of the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, among others. 


Leaflets C Kim I]-song 
SK 1504003989 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
15 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Leaflets whose contents felicitate the birthday of 
North Korean leader Kim I]-song were found scattered 
yesterday at Seoul National University’s Kwanak Cam- 
pus, and police started an investigation into who pro- 
duced and distributed ‘hem. 


A dozen hand-written leaflets, issued in the name of the 
Central Committee of the Anti-Imperialist Youth 
League, of which the composition is unknown, were 
found at a rest room in the Student Center, police said. 


Starting with lauding Kim as “the sun of the people,” the 
leaflet, police said, pays high tribute to the “remarkable 
achievement” of the North Korean chieftain who marks 
his 77th birthday today. 


All the phrases echo North Korea's stereotyped slogans 
of condemning the United States for its “imperialism” 
and praising Kim for his life and work, according to 
police analysis. 
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“Let's fight against U.S. imperialists and for the restora- 
tion of the nation’s democracy, practicing Chuche ideol- 
ogy.” a phrase reads. 


Calling for students and anti-imperialist youth to orga- 
nize a united front in struggle for revolution, the leaflet 
denounces the Seoul government as a puppet regime 
controlled by the U.S., it was reported. 


Scrutinizing the leaflet, police do not rule out the possibil- 
ity that dissident students, backed up by pro-Pyongyang 
elements, might have written and distributed them. 


U.S. Report on North Korean Missiles Cited 
SK 1604032589 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
16 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] Washington (Yonhap}—North Korea has pro- 
duced many midget submarines suitable for intrusion 
into enemy positions, a U.S. navy admiral has disclosed. 


He also said north Korea is not only using the air-floated 
midgets for its own navy but is also believed to be 
exporting them. 


In a congressional report, the rear admiral said north 
Korea is manufacturing SS-2/Styx submarine-launched 
missiles, Scud-B ground-to-air missiles for its armed 
forces and for export. 


Saying that north Korea is presumed to have plavs for 
the production of chemical and nuclear weapons, he said 
the Communist country has recently set up an imported 
radar system at an area covering the operational sphere 
of south Korean and American forces. 


He said the latest north Korean move is a threat to 
intelligence-gathering activities by the United States and 
to the safety of civil aircraft flying to Seoul. 


North Korea, he added, is taking a pro-Moscow attitude 
but it is also very prudent in its relations with China. 


The Sino-Soviet reconciliatory mood and south Korea's 
increasing trade with China and the Soviet Union has 
diminished the effect of the “tightrope diplomacy” Pyongy- 
ang conducted toward Moscow and Beijing, he noted. 


The admiral said that the Soviet Union, while expanding 
trade with south Korea, tries not to antagonize north 
Korea by supplying it with weapons and conducting joint 
military exercises. He added that north Korea received 
from the Soviet Union its most sophisticated MiG 29 jet 
fighters, improved SA-2/Guideline missiles and SA-5 
missiles in 1988. 
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Minister Han Leaves for Trade Talks in U.S. 
SK 1504055289 Seoul YONHAP in English 0536 GMT 
15 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Seoul, April 15 (YONHAP)}—Trade and Industry 
Minister Han Sung-su left for Washington, D.C., Satur- 
day [15 April] on a week-long lobbying effort to head off 
U.S. trade retaliation. 


Han is scheduled to meet with tens of U.S. Government 
and Congressional leaders in an extensive campaign 
against U.S. moves to designate South Korea a priority 
foreign country for trade negotiations under the 1988 
Trade Act. 


Meetings are planned with Commerce Secretary Robert 
Mosbacher, Agriculture Secretary Clayton Yeutter and 
Trade Representative Caria Hills. 


Secretary of Veteran Affairs Edward Derwinski, former 
Trade Representative Robert Strauss, and Ambassador- 
designate to Seoul Donald Gregg are also on the list. 


Figures from Congress include leading Democrats Sen. 
Charles Robb, Sen. Bill Bradley, Sen. John Rockefeller, 
Rep. Richard Gephardt, Rep. Daniel Rostenkowski, 
chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, 
and Rep. Sam Gibbons, chairman of the House Subcom- 
mittee on Trade. 


Two Republicans—Sen. Ernest Hollings, chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation, and Sen. John Danforth, chairman of 
the Senate Finance Committee’s subcommittee on 
trade—are also among the congressional leaders with 
whom Han 1s scheduled to meet. 


The first South Korean cabinet minister in charge of 
trade affairs to visit the United States since the inaugu- 
ration of President George Bush, Han will emphasize 
that Seoul has been trying to widen market access for 
U.S. goods and services despite the difficulties posed by 
the transition to full democracy. 


Han, who earned a doctorate in economics at York Uni- 
versity in Britain, also plans to discuss U.S.-Korea rela- 
tions with senior members of the Heritage Foundation. 


At an Asia Society luncheon in New York on April 20, 
Han will address some 200 U.S. business leaders on 
South Korea’s market opening policies and ways to 
strengthen cooperative relations between private busi- 
nesses of the two countries. 


He will attend a seminar the next day at the Center for 
International Affairs of Harvard University, joining a 
debate on economic cooperation among Korea, the 
United States and Japan after delivering a speech. 
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Receni local press reports, citing numerous economic 
indicators, have said Korea’s export-led economy, trou- 
bled by grueling labor disputes, the rapid rise of the won 
and U.S. trade pressure, is sliding into a recession. 


The government announced a week ago that it will open 
the market over the next three years to 243 agricultural 
and fisheries imports, including 62 of the 119 such items 
that the United States has been pressing for. 


Earlier this week, Seoul announced a plan to ease restric- 
tions on foreign investments. 


In the three days of talks between trade officials of the two 
countries that ended Thursday in Washington, however, 
the United States reportedly expressed strong dissatisfac- 
tion with Korea's efforts to open its markets wider. 


South Korea's chief delegate told reporters after the talks 
that the two sides just confirmed each other's position 
but made no progress except for agreeing to hold another 
round of talks on April 25-26. 


Excerpts of Planned Speech Released 
SK 1504024089 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
15 Apr 89 Supplement pp 2. 4 


[“Excerpts” of speech on ROK-U.S. trade relations that 
Trade and Industry Minister Han Sung-su ts to deliver at 
a 20 April function at the Hilton Hotel in New York] 


[Text] | know that the central image of Korea that 
reaches American homes is one of stone-throwing stu- 
dents, often shouting anti-American slogans. 


But a far greater threat is posed by the upsurge of labor 
unrest following the sudden announcement of widerang- 
ing democratic reforms in 1987. 


That year saw a 1,300 percent increase over 1986 in 
strike activity throughout Korea, most of it concentrated 
in the second half. 


Last year, the number of strikes was “only” seven times 
greater than in 1986, about half the level of 1987. But, 
more ominously, the average number of man hours lost 
per strike increased 50 percent from 1987 to 1988 and 
increased 1000 percent from 1986 to 1988. 


Moreover, in 1988 Korean manufacturers had to con- 
tend with not only spiralling labor costs but also rapid 
currency appreciation, about which I will have more to 
Say in a moment. 


The authoritative Far Eastern Economic Review, pub- 
lished in Hong Kong, highlighted this worsening piight in 
its March 16 issue as follows: “Last year in South Korea, 
401 companies closed because of won appreciation or 
labor wage rises, up a third from the previous year.” 
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As a result of these factors, the growth rate of Korean 
exports has declined precipitously, falling to only about 
one half that of imports. Of course, this has been accom- 
panied by an equally steep decline in our trade surpius. 


As a result, we must now at least consider the possibility 
that Korea's favorable current account position of the 
last three years may rest on much shakier foundation 
than we had previously believed. 


Against this background, then, I will now turn to my 
principal theme of U.S.-Korean economic relations. By 
way of general summary, let me say that the U.S.-Korean 
trade gap continues to narrow, although some important 
bilateral issues have yet to be resolved. 


For last year as a whole, our figures show that Korea’s 
trade surplus with the United States fell by more then 
$900 million from the 1987 total. 


I say “our figures” advisedly because I know iat U.S. 
Statistics give a superficially different picture. Indeed, they 
show no improvement at all in the bilateral trade balance. 


However, this statistical contradiction 1s more apparent 
than real. It all depends on the method of calculation and 
on the influence of time lags between shipment and 
delivery dates. 


When we control for these factors, the underlying down- 
trend of Korea's trade surplus with the U.S. becomes is 
clearly evident. [sentence as published] 


Most of those efforts are probably familiar to you, so | 
needn't comment on them in detail. The overall success 
of our market-opening policies can be seen in the fact 
that 95 percent of import items under the U.S. 10-digit 
classification can enter Korea without restriction, a rise 
of 14 percentage points in just five years. 


First, under the tariff quota system, tariff rates on 1188 
items were reduced last month. 


From 1983 to 1988, Korea's average tariff rate was 
lowered from 24 percent to 18 percent; this year it was 
reduced to 13 percent and by 1993 it will be further cut 
to 8 percent—roughly the level of the OECD countries. 


Second, the Import Surveillance system, which acted as 
a significant barrier to imports, was abolished last Jan- 
uary. Third, earlier this year the government reviewed 
the effect on imports of the so-called “Special Laws” for 
the protection of health and public safety. 


Of 39 such laws on the books, 30 were found to contact 
import-restrictive provisions. And of those 30, 23 will be 
abolished or drastically amended by the end of the year. 
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Fourth, the Korean Government will fully liberalize 
imports of all kinds of wine, except champagne and 
brandy, by !990. The two exceptions will be liberalized 
the year after that. 


Even before complete liberalization is achieved, tariffs 
on imported wine will be reduced—from the current 50 
percent to 35 percent in July this year and then to 30 
percent in January 1990. 


Fifth, in the services sector, progress has also been 
noteworthy. Last January, for example, the government 
authorized five joint ventures between Korean and 
American insurance companies, including such industry 
leaders as Prudential and Metropolitan life. 


Another highly sensitive service industry, namely adver- 
tising, will be opened to foreign participation virtually 
without restriction within two years. Agreement has also 
been reached on expanding foreign access to the Korean 
motion picture market. 


As a result of these and various other measures, new U.S. 
investment in Korea has risen from $125 million in 
1986, to $255 million in 1987, to $284 million in 1988. 
A precedent was recently set when Mariott became the 
first foreign company granted permission to engage in 
the airline catering business in Korea. 


The banking industry is also increasingly open to foreign 
participation. the most recent of many liberalization 
measures, announced by the Finance Ministry last year, 
allows foreign bank branches in Korea to offer personal 
banking services on the same terms as domestic banks. 


There remain three principal areas where the United 
States and Korea are trying to reach agreement: namely, 
the won-dollar exchange rate, trade in agricultural prod- 
ucts, and intellectual property rights. 


The question of the exchange rate is difficult to discuss 
because it is a highly technical subject where experts can, 
and do, disagree. Korea’s currency, the won, is not freely 
convertible overseas, and the nation has yet to develop a 
foreign exchange market. 


Hence, we have no “market yardstick” to which to 
measure the “true” value of the won. Moreover, in 
determining its exchange rate, the Korean government 
must take into account a number of factors, not just 
Korea’s trade balance with the United States. 


After all, the won-dollar exchange rate cannot be set 
independently of the currency’s relation to the yen, the 
Deutschmark, the pound and so on. 


Another important consideration is that Korea’s accu- 
mulated current account surpluses are far less and of 
much more recent origin than those of some other major 
U.S. trade partners, notably Japan and Taiwan. 
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Also, both wage and inflation rates are rising much faster 
in Korea than in the other East Asian NICs [Newly 
Industrialized Countries] as well as Japan. 


As for agriculture, the sensitivity of the issue was 
recently underscored by a rather violent farmer’s dem- 
onstration in our capital city of Seoul. 


I don’t excuse the behavior of the protesting farmers, but 
we should recognize that people will often behave irra- 
tionally, even counterproductively, when they feel that 
their economic survival is at stake. 


I realize that American farmers must have felt the same 
way during much of the last decade. The practical 
difference is that farm families, making up about 3 
percent of the U.S. population, are a marginal factor in 
American politics. 


In Korea, where they constitute almost 20 percent of the 
population, farmers can make or break a government if 
they are sufficiently mobilized and motivated. 


Nevertheless, at considerable political cost, in July 1988 
the Korean government eased the temporary restraints 


~ that had been imposed on beef imports. As a result of this 


measure, Korea’s beef imports totaled to 14,500 metric 
tons in 1988, roughly 10 percent of domestic consumption. 
This year, we expect beef imports to reach 39,000 metric 
tons, about 25 percent of domestic consumption. 


Thus, the disagreement with our American friends on 
this issue is largely a matter of timing, rather than 
principle. 


In order to prepare an appropriate liberalization sched- 
ule, the government appointed a top-level interministe- 
rial task force in December last year. 


It is expected to report this month on the precise 
measures to be adopted through 1991. Advance indica- 
tions are that the committee’s recommendations will go 
a considerable way toward addressing the concerns of the 
U.S. government in the agricultural sector. 


The point of contention regarding intellectual property 
rights is rather different. Here, I think, it is now generally 
conceded that Korea’s new laws, enacted in 1987, are 
reasonably good on paper, indeed more comprehensive 
in some respects that similar legislation in may devel- 
oped countries. 


Furthermore, many of these laws were written in such a 
way as to provide special protection for U.S. intellectual 


property rights. 
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Where doubts have been raised is in the area of enforce- 
ment, and admittedly some of these doubts are well 
founded. To deal with this critical issue of enforcement, 
the government recently created a special task force with 
a mandate to eliminate production, sale and export of 
counterfeit goods. 


Working with police and public prosecutors, the task 
force has already achieved encouraging results. In less 
than three months, 30 major offenders have been pros- 
ecuted on charges of counterfeiting and trademark vio- 
lation, and some $2 million in counterfeit goods have 
been confiscated. 


Nationwide, 900 special investigators have been 
assigned by public prosecutors’ offices to press the cam- 
paign against counterfeiting to a successful conclusion, 
we hope by the end of this year. 


Thereafter, we believe we can contain the problem at the 
level of a routine law-enforcement matter. 


ROK-U.S. Business Council Urges Settlement 
SK 1604023489 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Apr 89 p 8 


[Text] The Korea-U.S. Business Council, which opened 
April 11 in Washington D.C., completed its second 
general conference Thursday after adopting two resolu- 
tions calling for joint efforts to settle bilateral trade 
issues at an early date. 


Top business leaders from both countries attended four 
sub-committee sessions handling manufacturing, ser- 
vice, investment, and intellectual property rights. 


The service sub-committee adopted a resolution hoping 
for an early settlement of pending issues so that airways 
of both countries could take advantage of each other's 
markets on a reciprocal basis. 


The intellectual property rights subcommittee also 
adopted a resolution supporting standards and regulations 
prescribed by the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) to protect intellectual rights, estimating highly 
Korea’s recent efforts to protect the intangible rights. 


Meanwhile, the investment and manufacturing sub-com- 
mitiees pointed out that Korea should make more efforts 
to settle concerned trade issues. 


Agreement Reached on Arrested U.S. Servicemen 
SK 1604025889 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
16 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] The police were told yesterday to release U/S. 
military servicemen, Pentagon-hired civilians and their 
dependents who are accused of violating Korean domestic 
laws to the U.S. Force authorities after arresting them and 
completing basic investigations on their alleged crimes. 
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The directive came after an agreement was reached on 
legal measures over the U.S. military service members, 
the Defense Department’s civilian employees and their 
dependents a‘ the 166th Korean-U.S. Joint Committee 
under the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs last Thursday. 


The U.S. delegation was headed by Lt. Gen. Thomas A. 
Baker. 


At the meeting which was dominated by improvements in 
procedures dealing with the U.S. suspects, the National 
Police Headquarters said, Korea and the U.S. agreed on 
three legal procedural items which made it possible for 
Korean police to take U.S. soldiers, civilian employees and 
their family members at their discretion for speedy inves- 
tigation (in their suspected criminal activities. 


Up to the present time, the U.S. Forces Korea has made 
U.S. suspects available for questioning, prosecution and 
other related action by the Korean police upon their 
request in accordance with the ROK-U:S. Status of 
Forces Agreement. 


Since the ROK-U.S. SOFA came into effect in 1967, a 
total of 35,682 local law violations occurred till 1988. 


Trade Offices in Warsaw, Moscow Opened 
SK 1504075589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0747 GMT 
15 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Seoul, April 15 (QANA-YONHAP)—South Korean 
trade offices in Moscow and Warsaw began operations 
Thursday, bringing to five the number of Korean trade 
offices in communist nations, a Korea Trade Promotion 
Corp. (KOTRA) spokesman said Saturday. 


The only com munist nation that has diplomatic ties with 
South Korea so far is Hungary, but Seoul has already 
opened trade offices in Sofia and Ljubljana as a part of a 
diplomatic initiative to improve relations with Bulgaria 
and Yugoslavia. 


The Warsaw trade office came into existence under 
agreement reached in November between the head of the 
Polish Chamber of Foreign Trade, Tadeusz Zylkowsky, 
and the president of KOTRA, Yi Son-ki. 


The number of communist trade offices in Seoul will 
reach five in May, with Poland and Bulgaria to open 
offices here April 26 and in late May, respectively. 


Full Diplomatic Ties With Poland Likely in Jun 
SK 1504094989 Seoul YONHAP in English 0944 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 15 (YONHAP)}—South Korea is 
likely to establish full diplomatic ties with Poland in 
June, a senior government official said Saturday. 
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The official, who requested anonymity, said South 
Korea has constantly negotiated with the East European 
country for the establishment of ambassadorial-level 
relationship through diplomatic channels. 


“In late March when South Korean officials visited 
Warsaw, the two sides made a considerable access to the 
normalization of the mutual relationship. Polish officials 
will visit Seoul sooner or later to discuss the problem,” 
the official said. 


According to him, South Korea and Poland are expected 
to reach an agreement on full diplomatic link without 
taking any intermediary steps such as establishment of 
permanent representatives. 


He also said, “Seoul and Warsaw will simultaneously 
announce establishment of the diplomatic relationship 
possibly in June when the two sides are likely to conclude 
relevant negotiation.” 


Meanwhile, capitalist South Korea opened its trade 
office on April 3 in the capital of communist Poland. 
Poland will establish its trade office in Seoul on April 26. 


Currently South Korea has no diplomatic ties with other 
communist countries than Hungary, which exchanged 
ambassadors with Seoul in last February. 


No Warns People Against Violent Confrontations 
SK 1704075489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0740 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 17 (YONHAP)—President No Tae-u, 
amid rumblings from the right that he is too soft, 
renewed his warning Monday that the police will be 
employed to break up job actions that develop into 
violent confrontations. 


“We have been restrained in using the police except in 
extreme cases, but I know well about growing concerns 
that the government is too soft,” he said. 


Hardliners in the government and the military have been 
openly critical of No’s handling of groups they perceive 
as leftist. 


Sending in the police will be ‘‘a last resort in the worst 
situation,” No said, calling on both labor and manage- 
ment to establish a tradition of resolving problems 
through dialogue and compromise. 


In a lunch for 49 members of the Korea Federation of 
Textile Industries at his official residence, Chongwadae, 
No said the economy is in great difficulty because of the 
rapid rise of the won, mounting protectionism in world 
markets, labor disputes and wage increases. 
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“In particular, labor disputes that ignored legal proce- 
dures have raised worries, not only in the economic 
community but also among all the people, although they 
seemed to be transitional phenomena,” he said. 


No announced that the government is working on a 
five-year plan to improve the structure of the textile 
industry and make South Korea the world’s No. | textile 
exporter within 10 years. 


Korea’s textile industry, the world’s third biggest 
exporter after West Germany and Italy, has been the 
prime reason for the nation’s export success. 


Despite continued growth of export volume, the labor- 
intensive industry, which exports 70 percent of its prod- 
ucts, has been troubled by the rising value of the won and 
soaring wages. 


2,083 Arrested in Pro-Mun Rallies 
SK 1404235589 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
15 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Police rounded up a total of 2,083 people who 
participated in demonstrations to protest the arrest of 
Mun Ik-hwan, a dissident clergyman. 


A spokesman for the National Police Agency said yester- 
day that all but 47 were released. 


He said 47 were sent to summary court trials and would 
be jailed for several days. 


The spokesman said 92 people were picked up around 
Kimpo International Airport, 51 in Seoul streets and 
1,940 from around Yonsei University where a rally was 
held to denounce Mun’s arrest. 


Authorities To ‘Crush’ Illegal Union Activities 
SK 1604025189 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Public security authorities will crush all illegal 
union activities with the toughest possible legal measures. 


Police will immediately smash up outlawed actions by 
strikers armed with such dangerous articles as steel pipes 
or the inflammable paint thinner, said Joint Public 
Security Investigation Headquarters yesterday. 


Unconvinced by the official denials of unions, they said 
the authorities are searching for those who are instigating 
a nationwide general strike around May |. 


“Some dissidents have used strikes as a means to achiev- 
ing their political purposes of class struggle,”’ claimed a 
prosecutor. “Strikers have recently resorted to using 
violence. They are now threatening even the democratic 
system of our society,” he argued. 


FBIS-EAS-89-072 
17 April 1989 


According to the special law enforcement authority, they 
would not allow third party “instigators” to intervene in 
union strikes. 


No person, except for those on the payroll and unionized, 
shall intervene in labor disputes with intent to influence 
the concerned parties, according to the Labor Law. 


Any illegal activities by the management side will also be 
sternly dealt with, prosecutors in the headquarters said. 


The Labor Ministry Thursday said it would ask prose- 
cutors for the heaviest punishment possible for those 
who violate the Labor Law by such acts as breaking the 
mandatory cooling-off period, using violence, or occupy- 
ing public facilities. 


Managers, who illegally refuse collective bargaining or 
try to break up unions, will also be punished, said the 
ministry. 


The ministry made it clear that labor disputes affecting 
key industries will be unilaterally referred to government 
arbitration. 


The Labor and the Trade-Industry Ministries have set up 
task forces specializing in labor unrest and are encour- 
aging employers to work out early agreement on pay 
raises. 


The Korean Employers’ Federation (KEF), comprising 
the country’s 2,300 biggest businesses, held special meet- 
ings last week to head off a general strike and to forge a 
united front against wage struggles this spring. 


The more radical “democratic unions” are demanding 
an average 37.3 percent pay raise for workers this year 
while the Federation of Korean Trade Unions, the only 
authorized nationwide union body, has put forth a 26.8 
percent pay increase as a guideline for member unions in 
their wage struggle or “Imtu.” 


The KEF has proposed average pay raises of 10.9 percent 
this year. The employer’s federation said an 11-12.9 
percent rise would be appropriate for rapidly growing 
industries or businesses, and 8.9-10.8 percent for 
depressed industries or businesses. 


Dissidents Warned To Avoid Labor Disputes 
SK 1504083989 Seoul YONHAP in English 0834 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 15 (YONHAP)—Prosecutors warned 
Satu: Jay that stern punishment awaits radicals who take 
advantage of labor disputes for anti-government purposes. 


‘Recent labor disputes are beyond the lim!*s of genuine 
labor movements, openly generating violence, destruction 
and other illegal acts,” a prosecution spokesman said. 
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Dissident groups are taking advantage of the unrest to 
pursue their political purposes, jeopardizing the econ- 
omy and democracy, he said. 


Security forces will not tolerate the intervention of a 
third party, bloodspilling, destruction or arson, the pros- 
ecutor said. 


The same punishment will be imposed on managers 
using violence to suppress labor movements, he said. 


“Security forces will be dispatched to workplaces where 
workers keep steei pipes, firebomb ingredients or other 
dangerous materials, or stage sit-ins participated in by 
outsiders,” he said. 


A center in the prosecutor’s office will be set up to 
receive reports on masterminds of labor disputes. 


6,000 Workers of 35 Plants Strike in Puchon 
SK 1604024189 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] About 6,000 workers from 35 manufacturing 
firms in the area of Puchon west of Seoul participated in 
a general strike yesterday, demanding higher wages and 
better working conditions. 


Most of the strike-hit companies are listed as small- and 
medium-sized firms. 


The employees of 13 industrial manufacturers started 
work stoppages simultaneously at 10 a.m. yesterday in 
sympathy with the workers of 22 firms whose operation 
was also halted early this month. 


Both the government and the industry worried that the 
sympathy strike might spread wider to the industrial 
community in the country. 


The workers of the 13 companies departed their work- 
shops after punching in at 9 a.m. on the day. 


But, the sympathy strikers planned to continue the strike 
only for a day. 


The union representatives of the 13 firms were to meet 
for talks later in the day. 


There are roughly 50 small- and medium-sized compa- 
nies in the Puchon area. 


The trade unions of the 50 companies are allied with a 
dissident labor group called “the headquarters to strug- 
gle for wage hikes and revision of the present labor law.” 
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Activities Protest ‘Leftist-Leaning Elements’ 


Ultrarightists Storm Chonminnyon Office 
SK 1504003289 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
15 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] About 50 ultrarightists stormed into the head- 
quarters of Chonminnyon (the National Alliance for 
Democratic Movement) yesterday morning, demanding 
the dissolution of the umbrella body of dissident organi- 
zations. Minor violence occurred when they dragged 
Chonminnyon members out the office. 


It was the first case of a “physical clash”’ between 
right-wingers and dissidents since the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan 
was arrested Thursday upon returning from his 10-day 
unauthorized visit to North Korea. 


Urging the government’s legal action to outlaw the 
dissident body, the ultra-rightists identifying themselves 
as members of the Federation of Youth for Saving the 
Nation seized the office but were all taken away by police 
about half an hour later. 


Yi Yong-son, 33, who led the surprise occupation of the 
dissidents’ headquarters, said Chonminnyon members 
are reds who sympathize with North Korea’s stance. 


“We, the crusaders for democracy, will not any longer 
allow law-breaking leftists to lead the whole society into 
a great chaos,” Yi said in a statement. They said they had 
planned the office seizure for today marking North 
Korea leader Kim Il-song’s 77th birthday. 


Referring to the surprise intrusion, Chonminnyon lead- 
ers said it may be a ploy by the government to induce 
physical confrontation between right-wing forces and 
dissidents so as to clamp down on anti-government 
people by labeling them as leftists. 


Meanwhile, three Protestant groups staged a sit-in pro- 
test at the Christian Center in Yonji-tong, downtown 
Seoul, for the second consecutive day. 


20,000 Attend Demonstration 
SK 1504004289 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
15 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] About 20,000 members of the Korea Disabled 
Veterans Organization called on citizens to join ranks 
and crush the ever-spreading leftist forces in the country, 
holding a massive public rally in Seoul yesterday after- 
noon. 


They warned that leftist-leaning elements are allout to 
topple the free democratic system in the nation under the 
pretext of democratization. 


In the rally held at a public playground near the Kwang- 
hwamun intersection, Choe Tae-sop, president of the 
association, told the people that the organization of 
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leftist-leaning elements named the National Alliance for 
Democratic Movement (Chonminnyon) rejected the lib- 
eral democratic system and that it does not hesitate to 
commit acts of agitation and destruction in collusion 
with the clique of North Korea chieftain Kim Il-song and 
his associates. 


He urged not only the members of the Organization but 
all freedom-loving citizens to rise, to quell and to erad- 
icate all leftist forces once and for all. 


The multitude dispersed voluntarily after marching to 
the thoroughfare before the Capitol peacefully. 


Students To Step Up Antigovernment Activities 
SK 1704052089 Seoul YONHAP in English 0507 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 17 (YONHAP)—South Korean stu- 
dents, stepping up their anti-government activities, have 
launched a week-long program to commemorate the 29th 
anniversary wednesday of a student uprising that put an 
end to the 12-year rule of President Syngman Rhee. 


With a pilgrimage to the graves of victims of the 1960 
uprising scheduled for Wednesday, activists at major 
seoul universities are planning memorial rallies, semi- 
nars and marathon races. 


On Monday, rallies will open the memorial week at 11 
campuses in Seoul. Yonsei University plans festive 
events like a torch March on the night before the 
anniversary and a memorial service on Wednesday. 


Seoul National University students will have a marathon 
race tuesday and a memorial rally the following day. 


Students of Korea University, closed indefinitely on Sat- 
urday in a dispute over student demands for the resigna- 
tion of its president, will hold a marathon Tuesday to 
commemorate a demonstration by their predecessors on 
the day before the uprising nearly three decades ago. 


Student activists, concerned at growing government 
pressure on dissident groups signaled by the recent 
arrests of the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and Prof. Yi Yong-hui, 
are likely to turn the events into a campaign to broaden 
support for their fight against the government. 


Mun, a Presbyterian minister who is an adviser to 
Korea’s largest dissident organization, the National Alli- 
ance of Democratic Movements (Chonminnyon), was 
arrested by security agents at Seoul’s Kimpo Interna- 
tional Airport upon his return from a 10-day unautho- 
rized trip to North Korea. 


Yi, an editorial adviser to the liberal HANGYORE 
SINMUN, was arrested the following day on suspicion of 
attempting to arrange a trip to Pyongyang for himself 
and a group of HANGYORE reporters. 
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The government of President No Tae-u, in what seemed to 
be the opening shot of a crackdown on dissident groups set 
off by Mun’s trip, jailed prominent activist Yi Pu-yung, 
co-chairman of Chonminnyon, earlier last week. 


Dispute Closes Korea University ‘Indefinitely’ 
SK 1504071589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0707 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 15 (YONHAP)}—One of the most 
prestigious universities in Korea, unable to resolve a 
two-month-old dispute over the election of the school 
president, closed its doors indefinitely Saturday. 


The decision to shut down Korea University was made 
in an emergency faculty meeting presided over by Yi 
Chun-pum, the man at the center of all the fuss. 


Hundreds of student activists have occupied the 94- 
year-old private school’s main building and major 
administrative offices since Yi was elected in February, 
protesting that his election as president by professors was 
null and void and thus he should resign. 


Following the decision, Yi said professors had agreed that 
the best way to cope with the campus problem was to close 
the school for the time being, a step that is seldom resorted 
to by administrators at Korean universities. 


He said, however, that some of Korea University’s gradu- 
ate schools including business schools will remain open. 


The university may ask the police to enter the campus to 
end the student protesters’ seizure while pondering 
expulsion from school of organizers of the protest. 


Reactions to Arrest of Yi Yong-hui Reported 


Arrest Not Press sion 
SK 1504074589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0738 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 15 (YONHAP)—Culture and Infor- 
mation Minister Choe Pyong-yol said Saturday it was 
“unreasonable” to call the arrest of a journalism profes- 
sor oppression of the press. 


The arrest was “just a judicial action against an individual 
who violated the law,” Choe said, adding that the govern- 
ment arrested Yi Yong-hui because his attempt to contact 
North Korea without government approval was illegal. 


Yi, who is also an editorial adviser and columnist with 
the HANGYORE SINMUN, a one-year-old liberal 
newspaper, was detained by security officials Friday. 


The 60-year-old journalist was charged two days later 
with attempting to contact North Korea to arrange a 
secret tour by a group of HANGYORE reporters. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Choe said the government is studying columns written 
by Yi “to confirm whether he wrote them with an 
intention to comfort the cause of North Korea.” 


The prosecution suspects that Yi wrote a letter to North 
Korean leader Kim I]-song in January that was delivered 
by a Japanese publisher seeking approval of a visit to 
Pyongyang by a group of HANGYORE reporters and 
himself. 


Yim Chae-kyong, vice president of HANGYORE, was 
taken into custody by security agents early Friday in 
connection with the paper’s alleged plans to send five 
reporters to Pyongyang. 


On the same day, agents searched the houses of Yim and 
Chang Yun-hwan, the paper’s editor-in-chief, and Yi’s 
office at Hanyang University, where he teaches journal- 
ism. 


Choe insisted that Yim and Chang are in custody 
because they are suspected of breaking the law and their 
detention has nothing to do with the freedom of the 
press. 


Top official spokesman for the government, he said the 
investigation of the two men is to determine whether 
they were involved in Yi’s attempt to contact North 
Korea. 


“News media are free to plan their coverage, but it 
becomes against the law if they try to contact North 
Korea without government approval,” he said. 


There is a “fundamental difference” between Yi’s 
attempt at unauthorized entry into North Korea for 
news coverage and recent trips to the communist north 
by Korean journalists working for U.S. branches of local 
newspapers like the CHUNGANG DAILY NEWS and 
CHOSON ILBO, Choe said. 


“Fo: those who are living in foreign countries as perma- 
nent residents with overseas resident’s passports or those 
who are staying abroad over a prolonged period, the way 
is open for trips to North Korea after reporting to an 
embassy or other government office,” he said. 


In a crackdown on activists set off by the unauthorized 
trip to North Korea of dissident pastor Mun Ik-hwan, 
the government arrested Yi and another dissident, Prof. 
Paek Nak-chong of Seoul National University. 


Paek was released Friday, after the government was 
unable to find evidence he was involved in Mun’s trip to 


Pyongyang. 


Meanwhile, Song Kun-ho, president of HANGYORE, 
said Saturday the arrest of Yi Yong-hui and the custody 
of Yim Chae-kyong for interrogation constitutes flagrant 
suppression of the press. 
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Song told reporters that his paper’s scheme to cover 
North Korea had been scrapped as impractical before it 
got off the drawing board. 


Arrest Not Aimed at Paper 
SK 1504000489 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] The security authorities arrested Yi Yong-hui, 
chief editorial writer of the HANGYORE SINMUN not 
to clamp down on a “specific” press but because his 
abortive plan to lead a group of reporters of the progres- 
sive daily to North Korea violated the National Security 
Law, said a ranking prosecutor. 


Prosecutor-General Kim Ki-chun stressed yesterday that 
the joint public security investigation headquarters 
arrested Yi as he tried to visit the North along with the 
journalists in violation of the security law. 


Yi is a journalism professor at Hanyang University in 
Seoul. 


Explaining the background for Yi’s arrest, Prosecutor- 
General Kim said, his failed attempted to travel the 
North without a government permission violated the law 
as in the case of the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s unauthorized 
visit. 


The top prosecutor emphasized that Yi’s abortive bid to 
lead the journalists to the North went far beyond the 
objective of pure press coverage, because it contained a 
certain impure political purpose. 


The prosecutor said that the authorities concerned will 
take proper legal action against Yi in accordance with 
the outcome of the investigation. 


Paper’s Union Protests Arrest 
SK 1404235889 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[Text] The union of the HANGYORE SINMUN 
denounced the arrest of Yi Yong-hui, an adviser to the 
daily, and detention of Yim Chae-kyong, its vice presi- 
dent, as the “start of suppression on mass media.” 


In a statement, the union demanded the immediate 
release of Yi, concurrently a university professor, and 
dissolution of the Joint Public Security Investigation 
Group which has been probing persons and organiza- 
tions suspected of leftist activities. 


the union also called for an end to crackdowns on the 
‘national democratic forces.” 


The statement said Yi had planned to visit Pyongyang to 
get a true picture of north Korea as a reportorial mission. 
It said the plan had virtually been scrapped. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Opposition Calls It ‘Suppression’ 
SK 1504002589 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[Text] Hanyang University Prof. Yi Yong-hui’s arrest 
has become a hot new political issue, adding to the 
already tense mood of confrontation between the ruling 
and opposition parties. 


The ruling DJP, supporting Yi’s arrest by the Agency for 
National Security Planning [NSP] yesterday, said that 
his arrest was natural because he clearly violated the 
National Security Law. 


A journalism professor and a dissident, the 60-year-old 
Yi has been charged with “attempting to communicate 
with an enemy and escape into the enemy territory.” 


His charge was based on a letter Yi wrote to a Japanese 
businessman Yosuke Yasue asking the Japanese to 
arrange a trip to Pyongyang by a group of newspaper 
reporters from a Seoul daily, the Hanyore Shinmun. 


According to a copy of Yi’s letter released by the DJP 
{Democratic Justice Party] yesterday, Yi also asked the 
Japanese to arrange him to meet “even for a moment” 
the north Korean leader Kim II-song. 


Key ruling DJP party officials met yesterday morning to 
discuss Yi’s arrest, widely seen as a beginning of the 
government’s determined campaign to stamp out 
“leftists.” 


Opposition parties, denouncing Yi’s arrest as a govern- 
ment’s suppression of its critics, demanded that Yi be 
immediately released. 


The largest opposition PPD [Party for Peace and 
Democracy] charged that the government’s arrest of the 
internationally-renowned scholar was a clear suppres- 
sion of the basic right of freedom of expression. 


The chief PPD spokesman Chang Yong-tal said in a 
statement that unless the government immediately frees 
all democratic figures in jail, it will face “formidable 
popular resistence.” 


The No. 2 opposition RDP [Reunification Democratic 
Party], denouncing the government’s action against Yi in 
a milder tone, said that Yi’s arrest without court arrest 
warrant was a clvar breach of legal procedures. 


The chief RDP spokesman Yi In-che also said in a message 
that the intelligence agency’s leading away of a senior 
editing member of the HANGYORE SINMUN yesterday 
was a great threat to news media organizations. 


Yi asked the government to stop using dissident leader 
Mun Ik-hwan’s recent unauthorized visit to Pyongyang 
as a pretext to crack down on its critics. 
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The RDP spokesman said that whether Yi will be 
prosecuted should be decided exclusively by the judi- 
ciary branch, not by the adminstration. 


Meanwhile, the ruling party, reaffirming its hardline 
stance against Mun, yesterday rejected the PPD’s demand 
that Mun, now under detention by the NSP, be released. 


Political analysts said that the Hanyang professor’s contro- 
versial letter has helped strengthen the position of the 
hardliners in the ruling camp and the government against 
the dissidents whom the latter regarded as “leftists.” 


Investigator’s Release Daily’s Vice President 
SK 170403 1089 Seoul YONHAP in English 0259 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 17 (YONHAP)—Investigators 
released Yim Chae-kyong, vice president of the 
HANGYORE SINMUN, on Sunday after questioning 
him about the progressive daily’s aborted plan to send a 
group of reporters to North Korea. 


Upon being set free, Yim returned to the newspaper and 
said it is unfair for authorities to try to limit the 
objectives of the press. Most of the HANGYORE report- 
ers stayed overnight to protest the arrest or questioning 
of the paper’s senior officials. 


“It is the responsibility of all journalists to cover and 
report on North Korea and there should not be a limit to 
the coverage,” Yim said, adding that he told investiga- 
tors the credo. 


A prosecution spokesman said Yim was skeptical about 
the plains feasibility and virtually abandoned editorial 
adviser Yi Yong-hui’s proposal to lead fiv> journalists to 


Pyongyang. 


Yim, booked without physical detention in connection 
with his paper’s plan to cover North Korea, will be recalled 
if questioning of Yi indicates he was more deeply involved 
than he stated, according to the spokesman. 


Yi was arrested Wednesday on charges of conspiring to 
travel to the communisi North, contact with which is 
banned by the National Security Law. 


The spokesman said authorities intend to seek an arrest 
warrant for Chang Yun-hwan, HANGYORE’s editor- 
in-chief. 


Chang has twice refused to accompany police for ques- 
tioning because they failed to prepare a proper arrest 
warrant. 


HANGYORE, set up last May, is a progressive daily that 
represents the views of dissidents, labor activists and 
antinuclear groups. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Investigators are trying to find out if a personal letter 
from Yi asking for admission to North Korea was 
delivered to Kim Il-song by Ryosuke Yasue, a pro- 
Pyongyang Japanese publisher. 


Results of Tonghae By-Election Scandals Noted 


DJP Candidate Wins 
SK 1504045889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0447 GMT 
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[Text] Tonghae, Korea, April 15 (YONHAP)—A nuling 
party candidate who was deprived of his parliamentary 
seat by a Supreme Court ruling a month ago, recaptured 
the seat Saturday in a by-election roundly criticized for 
illegal campaigning and a bribery scandal. 


Hong Hui-pyo of the Democratic Justice Party [DJP] 
garnered 25,688 or 56 percent of the 44,445 votes cast, 
overwhelming Yi Kwan-hyong of the Reunification 
Democratic Party [RDP], who took 12,049 votes. 


But the winner may never get to claim his crown as he 
and the four other candidates have been sued by the 
Election Management Committee for illegal campaign- 
ing in the by-election in Tonghae, an eastern port city in 
Kangwon Province. 


The election committee charges that the candidates 
violated the Parliamentary Election Law by illicit vote- 
gathering, including distribution and posting of unlawful 
campaign materials, vote-buying and street campaigning 
with loudspeakers. 


If convicted of violating election laws, Hong will be 
stripped of his seat for a second time and another 
by-election will be held. 


The election was also marred by the bribery by the 
Reunification Democratic Party, led by Kim Yong-sam, 
of the candidate from a rival party. 


The candidate dropped out the race and declared his 
support for RDP candidate Yi, but then confessed that 
he had received 50 million won from an RDP official in 
exchange for withdrawing. 


The candidate, Yi Hong-sop of the New Democratic 
Republican Party, also said RDP Secretary-General Rep. 
So Sok-chae promised him another 100 million won 
after the election. 


The prosecution said it will arrest Yi for accepting bribes 
and will summon RDP officials, including So, for ques- 
tioning. 
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Charges Filed 5 Candidates 
SK 1504015289 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] Tonghae, Kangwon-to—A provincial election 
management body yesterday brought additional accusa- 
tions against all of five candidates and their chief cam- 
paign assistants for illegal electioneering in the parlia- 
mentary by-election in Tonghae City, Kagnwon-to. 


The charges were that they continued putting up unau- 
thorized campaign posters and combing the streets with 


loudspeakers, defying the earlier warning by the Kang- 
won Province Election Management Committee. 


The election watchdog organization also lodged com- 
plaints against the vote-buying by three contenders— 
Hong Hui-pyo of the ruling Democratic Justice Party, 
Kim Sok-won of the Party for Peace and Democracy and 
Yi Kwan-hyong of the Reunification Democratic Party. 


The committee claimed that it had hard evidence of 
vote-buying by Hong on five occasions and four times by 
both Kim and Yi. 


The provincial election surveillance body also filed sim- 
ilar charges against all the competitors on April 7 in a 
rare tough move to douse overheated and corrupt cam- 


paigning. 


With the rigid posture adopted by the election commit- 
tee, the reelection held yesterday was likely to face 
nullification, political observers worried. 


The committee also filed accusations against Hong's and 
Yi’s supporters who triggered a disorder by jeering and 
throwing empty bottles in the joint stumping session at 
the Mukho Elementary School on Tuesday. 


NDRP Candidate Arrested for Bribery 
SK1504075989 Seoul YONHAP in English 0750 GMT 
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[Text] Soul, Aprii 15 (YONHAP)—Prosecutors arrested 
Yi Hong-sop on Saturday after the opposition party 
candidate confessed he accepted bribes in exchange for 
withdrawing from a by-election. 


Yi, the candidate of the New Democratic Republican 
Party [NDRP], received 50 million won from an official 
of the Reunification Democratic Party [RDP] led by 
Kim Yong-sam and declared his support for the RDP 
candidate in Friday’s by-election. 


RDP secretary-general So Sok-chae promised Yi an 
additional 100 million won after the election. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


A prosecutor said So and Rep. Kim Il-tong, who was 
allegedly involved in the bribery, will be summoned for 
interrogation Monday. He said the prosecution is likely 
to arrest the two RDP lawmakers for violating the 
National Assembly Election Law. 


The by-election was also marred by illicit vote-gathering, 
including distribution and posting oi unlawful campaign 
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If convicted of violating the Election Law, Hong may be 
stripped of the seat and another by-election will be held. 


Hong, the ruling party candidate, was the district’s 
representative until he was unseated by a supreme court 
ruling that he had broken the Election Law. He recap- 
tured the seat Friday in an overwhelming victory with 56 
percent of the votes. 


An analyst said the bribery scandal has not only dealt a 
severe blow to Kim Yong-sam but also worsened discord 
between the RDP and NDRP. 


Prosecutor Summons 2 RDP Legislators 
SK 1704071889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0712 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 17 (YONHAP)—The former secretary- 
general of South Korea’s second largest opposition party, 
Rep. So Sok-che, refused to comply with a prosecution 
summons Monday and now faces arrest for bribing the 
candidate of a rival opposition party to withdraw from 
Friday’s by-election in the provincial city of Tonghae. 


“So, who gave 50 million won (75,000 U.S. dollars) to 
the candidate from the New Democratic Republican 
Party [NDRP] to help the Reunification Democratic 
Party [RDP] candidate win the election, is thought to 
have violated the Parliamentary Election Law and will 
probably be arrested,” a prosecution spokesman said. 


Following the bribery scandal, So resigned from the RDP 
secretary-general. 


The prosecution also plans to investigate RDP Rep. Kim 
Il-tong, who was allegedly involved in the bribery, he said. 


The two RDP legislators were asked to report to the Seoul 
District Prosecutors’ office for questioning on Monday 
morning, but did not turn up “because of busy party 
schedules,” an RDP spokesman said, adding that So and 
Kim will present themselves to the prosecution soon. 
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Prosecutors, angered at the lawmakers’ attitudes, imme- 
diately asked the Justice Ministry to prohibit them from 
leaving the country. 


Last Saturday, the prosecution arrested Yi Hong-sop, the 
NDRP candidate, for accepting the bribe on April 12 in 
return for quitting the race two days ahead of the 
election. 


Victory in the election, one of the dirtiest seen here in 
years, went to ruling party candidate Hong Hui-pyo, who 
was seeking to regain the parliamentary seat he lost in a 
Supreme Court ruling that he broke the law in winning 
his first election earlier. 


RDP Conducting Probe 
SK 1504001789 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[Text] The Reunification Democratic Party [RDP] yes- 
terday started investigating the bribery scandal report- 
edly involving key party officials in connection with the 
controversial drop out of the race for the parliament 
by-election in Tonghae by the NDRP [New Democratic 
Republican Party] candidate Yi Hong-sop. 


Kim Yong-sam, president of the No. 2 opposition party, 
told key party postholders to inaugurate a fact-finding 
team to bring the true picture to light as soon as possible. 


“So Sok-chae, secretary-general of the party, who report- 
edly was involved in the case, remains incommunicado 
and immediate clarification of the case is impossible,” 
said a party official. 


Heavy disciplinary action for So and other RDP officials 
will be inevitable if they are found to have been involved 
in the scandal, he said. 


The RDP earlier denied any foul play which it said was 
a political maneuver engineered by the third party to 
undermine the RDP image. 


The results of the RDP’s own investigation into the case, 
along with those of the prosecution office now under 
way, will have tremendous impact on the RDP in due 
course, political critics observed. 


Kim Y Makes Public 
SK 1504042889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0415 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


{Text} Soul, April 15 (YONHAP)}—Kim Yong-sam, head 
of South Korea’s no. 2 opposition party, made a public 
apology Saturday and acknowledged that his party 
bribed a rival candidate to drop out of the race in a 
by-election. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


“I feel bitter and a sense of responsibility for the dis- 
graceful act in which Secretary-General So Sok-chae of 
our party was involved, no matter what the motivation 
and backdrop might be,” said the leader of the Reunifi- 
cation Democratic Party [RDP]. 


In a news conference to clarify his party’s involvement in 
the scandal, Kim said, “Our party will accept any repri- 
mand or criticism humbly and will exert itself to make 
this occasion a turning point to create a clean political 
environment.” 


Yi Hong-sop of the New Democratic Republican Party, 
led by Kim Chong-pil, announced Wednesday he was 
quitting to support Yi Kwan-hyong of Kim Yong-sam’s 
party in the by-election at Tonghae city. 


Yi Hong-sop later confessed that he made the decision 
after being promised 150 million won (about 225,000 
U.S. dollars) by So, in the eastern coast city to help the 
RDP candidate. 


In voting Friday, Hong Hui-pyo of the ruling Demo- 
cratic Justice Party romped home well ahead of Yi of 
Kim Yong-sam’s Party in what had seemed a close race 
before the scandal broke out. 


So, prior to his party boss’s announcement of apology, told 
reporters that he gave 50 million won to Yi Hong-sop and 
promised to give 100 million won more after the election 
in exchange for Yi’s withdrawing of his candidacy. 


The secretary-general said “I will take the responsibility 
for the act which has brought disgrace on the nation and 
tarnished the image of politicians,” adding he felt 
acutely responsible for the episode as a politician. 


In the face of the prosecution’s interrogation of his role 
in the scandal, So’s remarks could mean not only his 
intention to bolt the party but also surrender his parlia- 
mentary seat. 


The three-term lawmaker, however, flatly denied the 
involvement in the case of the party leader who took part 
in the campaign with a view to enhancing his and his 
party image by winning the re-election. 


There have been reports that Kim Yong-sam may have 
been involved in the scandal indirectly since Yi Hong- 
sop confessed that So had assured him of Kim’s “deter- 
mination.” 


So disclosed that there was a suggestion from Kim 
Chong-pil’s party to forge a tie-up in March before the 
campaign begins on condition that it will not field a 
candidate in the re-election but the two parties will 
consult about fielding a candidate in a municipal elec- 
tion in Tonghae. 
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Kim Yong-sam Apologizes to NDRP 
SK 1704073489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0719 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 17 (YONHAP)}—Kim Yong-sam 
apologized to a rival party leader Monday for bribing his 
party’s candidate in a hectic by-election last week, hold- 
ing Out an olive branch that could restore opposition 
dialogue on a joint step to counter the ruling camp's 
tough action against the opposition and dissidents. 


““My apology Saturday for the bribery was offered to all 
the people, not to speak of the New Democratic Repub- 
lican Party [NDRP] and party President Kim Chong- 
pil,” the head of the Reunification Democratic Party 
[PPD] said. 


The NDRP had threatened to press charges against Kim 
Yong-sam if he didn’t apologize directly to the party for 
bribing Yi Hong-sop, NDRP candidate in the by-elec- 
tion last Friday in Tonghae, an eastern port city in 


Kangwon Province. 


Kim said he and his party will do their utmost to 
encourage political morality and build a healthy political 
atmosphere. 


The NDRP responded that it regarded Kim's apology as 
sincere, and hinted it will not press charges. 


Despite Kim’s conciliatory move, active dialogue 
between the opposition parties is unlikely this week 
because more time is needed to resolve the conflicts 
caused by the bribery, analysts say. 


The three opposition parties had been planning to push 
for a Special National Assembly session this week to 
discuss rampant labor disputes, campus disturbances 
and the arrests of such prominent dissidents as the Rev. 
Mun Ik-hwan and journalist Yi Yong-hui. 


Yi, a journalism professor and editorial advisor to the 
HANGYORE SINMUN, a liberal Seoul daily founded 
by dissident journalists last year, was arrested last week 
on charges of seeking contact with North Korea. 


A meeting of floor leaders to discuss the special assembly 
sitting will be postponed until next week, analysts predict. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party insists that official 
contact with the opposition be shelved until after the 
government takes judicial action against those allegedly 
involved in the bribery. 


Prosecutors have said they may arrest Rep. So Sok-chae, 
former RDP secretary-general, on charges of violating 
the National Assembly Election Law. So has confessed to 
bribing the NDRP candidate. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The largest opposition party, Kim Tae-chung’s Party for 
Peace and Democracy, has called for a meeting of 
opposition party leaders. The three Kims had main- 
tained a fragile but powerful cooperative system since 
their parties won a combined majority of assembly seats 
in general elections a year ago. 


The meeting was called to discuss a joint opposition 
position on the government’s crackdown on dissidents 
since Mun’s trip to Pyongyang last month and the 
dissident pastor’s talks with North Korean Leader Kim 
Il-song on reunification of the Korean peninsula. 


Mun was arrested upon returning home last week on 
charges of violating the National Security Law, which 
bans contact with North Korea. 


Scandal Impedes Opposition Talks 
SK 1504001489 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[Text] The proposed meeting of the three opposition 
leaders is unlikely to take place soon owing to the alleged 
bribery of NDRP [New Democratic Republican Party] 
candidate Yi Hong-sop by the RDP [Reunification Dem- 
ocratic Party] to drop out of the Tonghae by-election. 


Kim Chong-pil, president of the minor opposition 
NDRP, yesterday said that his party is in no mood to 
have any dialogue with the RDP unless it admits its 
involvement in the scandal and makes a public apology. 


“There is solid evidence of the RDP’s involvement in the 
foul play and yet the RDP tries to impute the impute the 
crime to others,”’ said Kim denouncing what he described 
as the “immorality” of the No. 2 opposition party. 


The three opposition parties were to get together some- 
time later this month to tackle pressing political and 
social issues including the controversial visit to north 
Korea by the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan, labor disputes at the 
Hyundai shipyard in Ulsan and the economy. 


As a result, the proposed meeting between President No 
Tae-u and the three Kims, that was to have been fol- 
lowed by the three opposition leaders’ meeting, will have 
to be postponed indefinitely, political sources said. 


Since No announced his decision to put off indefinitely the 
interim evaluation of his presidency after consultations 
with Kim Tae-chung and Kim Chong-pil, Kim Yong-sam 
vowed not to have any dialogue with this two opposition 
rivals, condemning them as “breakers of a public pledge” 
made by the three Kims at a meeting last January. 


Kim Yong-sam, however, changed his position earlier 
this week and stressed the need for a meeting of the three 
oppsition leaders, which was later welcomed by Kim 
Tae-chung, president of the No. | opposition PPD [Party 
for Peace and Democracy]. 
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The unexpected political uproar touched off by the 
bribery scandal .nvolving the NDRP’s Yi and RDP 
Wednesday has again split the opposition camp. 


“Indications are that the three oppsition parties will 
remain hostile to each other for some time as long as the 
RDP insists that the bribery scandal was a highly calcu- 
lated political maneuver to undermine its image,” 
observed a political critic. 


Initial investigation by the prosecution said that the 
RDP handed over 50 million won in checks to Yi in 
exchange for his withdrawal in support of RDP candi- 
date Yi Kwan-hyong. Yi was also assured of another 100 
million won after the election, according to the prosecu- 
tion which is investigating further. 


Responsibilty Discussed 
SK 1604030689 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
16 Apr 89 p 2 


[“News in Review” column by Chong Un-pong: “RDP 
President Kim Faces Worst Political Crisis”} 


[Text] Regarding Mun Ik-hwan’s unauthorized visit to 
North Korea, Kim Yong-sam, president of the Reunifi- 
cation Democratic Party [RDP], said he had to answer 
for it when he returned. 


Now, it is his turn to answer for the abominable act of 
bribing a rival party’s candidate to pull out of the 
parliamentary reelection in Tonghae city. 


Kim made an apology to the nation yesterday because 
his most trusted political adjutant was found to have 
been involved. But, he did not forget to say that he was 
totally unaware of the dirty game. 


No one is so naive as to take his words at face value. 
Kim’s apology is not sufficient to dissipate lingering 
suspicion that Kim may have had his hands dipped in 
the murky “buying off” game. 


It is not likely that Rep. So Sok-chae alone, who is the 
secretary-general of the nation’s second largest opposi- 
tion party, could pull off such a grave political scheme 
without the approval of his boss. 


So said he conceived and carried out the scheme on his 
own accord as if he were playing Oliver North trying to 
protect his boss. 


It is generally accepted that the buck must go up through 
the line of commanding system and will stop at the feet 
of Kim. 


Irrespective of Kim’s involvement, what matters is the 
ethics of political leaders. 
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When the news first broke out, Kim denied the report by 
claiming that it reeked of a high-handed plot of the three 
other political parties to throttle his party. 


Leaders of all organizations to say nothing of political 
parties should be morally upright, being more severe 
with their own faults than others’. 


But, to the disappointment of the people, Kim may have 
strayed this time in probably ill-advised adventurism 
that has only smeared his lofty image as a crusader for 
democracy. 


The damage is so serious, some political observers hur- 
riedly speculate if it will result in the wrapping up of his 
political fortune. 


Leaders of the other political parties are not sympathetic 
at heart with Kim. No one is sure what will be made of 
this political chemistry. 


The damage is not confined to the RDP and its leader 
Kim alone. It affects the entire political establishment. 


In this sense, the “buying-off” scandal may have given 
fresh ammunition to dissident forces, which are now 
Staggering under the government’s heavy-handed policy. 


Last week can be said to have been the “worst” one for 
the oppositions camp including the dissident forces. 


Mun was put under arrest upon arrival home from his 
unauthorized visit to North Korea. Besides this, a string 
of prominent dissident leaders were also put behind bars 
for questioning in connection with their activities alleg- 
edly in violation of the National Security Law. 


They include Yi Pu-yong, standing chairman of the 
““Chonminnyon,” a united dissident group; Yi Chae-o, 
chairman of the Reunification Committee of the Father- 
land under the dissident group; dissident poet Ko Un; 
and Yi Yong-hui, professor and editorial writer of the 
progressive daily HANGYORE. 


The outcome of the by-election in the port town was a 
disaster for the opposition camp. Even if the votes of the 
Opposition parties’ candidates are put together, they do 
not come to the number of votes which ruling party 
candidate Hong Hui-pyo garnered. 


With hindsight, one cannot but raise doubts about the 
use of the noisy campaigning by the leaders of the three 
Opposition parties in the otherwise peaceful port town. 
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Lessons From Scandals Noted 
SK 1604031189 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
16 Apr 89 p 8 


{Editorial: “Lesson From Tonghae Election”’] 


[Text] Friday’s by-election in Tonghae City produced a 
plethora of scandals and controversies, many of them 
too ignominious to let them sink into oblivion. The only 
compensation for the wrongs is to learn a costly lesson 
from them lest similarities should recur. Due account- 
ability for the culpabilities is the surest way of heading 
off a recurrence. 


Paying a rival candidate to drop out of the election 
capped the scandals, which included spreading cash to 
buy votes and providing gifts and feasts. Other breaches 
of election laws such as unauthorized pasting of cam- 
paign posts even failed to draw serious attention. Bloody 
clashes between rival campaigners, too, smeared the 
electioneering which should, in a democratic society, be 
made an exciting yet pleasant festival. 


That the Election Management Committee of Kangwon- 
to field charges twice against all the five candidates—the 
first of its kind—for their election law violations well 
attests to how the campaigns were conducted in ugly and 
irregular manners. This even leads to speculation that 
Tonghae may have to see a third election conducted. 


Hong Hui-pyo of the ruling Democratic Justice Party 
[DJP] emerged victorious in the by-election by garnering 
58 percent of the total ballots cast. Mudslinging over the 
candidate-buying scandal between two opposition par- 
ties, presumably, led to the DJP standardbearer’s victory 
with a much larger margin than widely expected. 


Kim Yong-sam, leader of the Reunification Democratic 
Party [RDP], was quick enough to apologize to the 
people for his party’s complicity in the scandal. RDP 
Secretary-General So Sok-chae qu’! his party affiliation, 
holding himself accountable for bribing Yi Hong-sop, 
candidate of the New Democratic Republican Party, to 
give up his candidacy in favor of the RDP. So said he 
contrived the scandal without letting Kim know it. Yet, 
rival parties remain suspicious of Kim's role and 
demand harsher penalties for those involved. 


We wonder how such an ignominious and despicable 
trick could be contemplated by a ranking party officer 
who professed himself to be an advocate of social justice 
and democracy. We hate even to fathom why Yi had 
himself drawn into an abyss of immorality, not to 
mention personal integrity. 


Perhaps, the bribery was a by-product of the over-heated 
obsession of rival parties to win the by-election. For 
many reasons, the Tonghae voting was important to all 
and it was understandable for them to address them- 
selves to the campaigning. But it must be a grave mistake 
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and perversion of moral values if they thought the end 
can justify the means. They must search their souls for 
their intrinsic responsibility at this important juncture. 


Probes will be made by prosecutors into the alleged 
wrongs. An impartial and fair finding must follow. 
Whoever is found involved in the misconducts should be 
brought ‘o justice. This will be the way of assuring the 
nation against repeated wrongs. The lesson from Tong- 
hae is too costly and precious to be wasted. Wasting it 
would give us no promising tomorrows. 


Government Aims To Stabilize Economic Growth 
SK 1704034289 Seoul YONHAP in English 0329 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 17 (YONHAP)}—The South Korean 
Government, despite the evident danger signs of a reces- 
sion, does not feel a need to revise its economic policy, 
which is basically aimed at stabilizing economic growth, 
a highly placed government official said Monday. 


The official, who refused to be identified, said the 
government has not yet found sufficient reason to worry 
about the decisive loss oi economic competitiveness 
arising from the setbacks in industrial production and 
operating rates of factories accruing from escalating 
labor disputes. 


The export slowdown and subsequent stagnation in the 
first quarter were the results of a government effort to 
stabilize this year’s economic growth rate at 8 percent, 
down from the previous three years’ annual average of 
12 percent, he said. 


The official said that, except for the ongoing labor crisis, 
he did not find any fundamentai factors that could force 
the economic growth rate below the targeted 8 percent 
this year. 


In view that the annual economic growth rate of the first 
quarter of last year was an unusually high 15.2 percent, 
he said, “Should we turn out to have not recorded minus 
growth in this year’s first quarter, it would mean that we 
would achieve our goal this year.” 


Exports so far this year were up 8.4 percent at 15,510 
million U.S. dollars as of last Thursday, he said. 


If there had been no strikes during the period, the export 
growth rate would have been |4 percent, he said. 


Official statistics indicate that labor disputes caused 650 
million dollars worth of lost exports during the first quarter. 


The official said, however, that the government wil! have a 
chance by June, or after seasonal wage negotiations, to 
reexamine the economic forcast for the latter half of this 
year. 


Most firms in Korea conduct annual wage negotiations 
in Apnil. 


As of last Thursday, 607 or 8.93 percent of all 6,801 
firms employing 100 or more workers had concluded 
their negotiations. The average pay raise of 16.2 percent 
is 4.8 percentage points up over that of the correspond- 
ing period last year. 
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Ambassadorial-Level Relations Agreed With Peru 
BK 1704070089 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
0630 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has announced 
that the Governments of the Union of Burma and the 
Republic of Peru have agreed to the establishment of 
diplomatic relations at ambassadorial level beginning 
from ioday—17 April 1989—with the aim of promoting 
bilateral friendship and cooperation and on the basis of 
the principles of mutual respect for each other's sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity; equality, nonaggression; 
noninterference in each other's affairs; and peaceful 
coexistence. 


Opposition Leader ‘Threatened’ by Army Captain 
BK 1404140289 Hong Kong AFP in English 1348 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Rangoon, April 14 (AFP}—A Burmese officer 
threatened to have his men open fire on opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi during a campaign swing in the 
delta region northwest of Rangoon, an opposition party 
Statement said here Thursday [13 April]. 


But a serious confrontation was averted when the officer, 
a captain, was ordered by a major to end his action 
against Aung San Suu Kyi, 41, the daughter of Burma's 
founding father Aung San, the statement said. 


The statement released by the National League for 
Democracy (NLD), Aung San Suu Kyi’s party, said the 
incident occurred April 5 as the opposition leader was 
campaigning in Danubyu, 110 kilometers (70 miles) 
northwest of here. 


The captain, identified as Myint Oo, ordered six soldiers 
to load their guns and aim at Aung San Suu Kyi to stop 
her from walking with a group of followers on a street, 
the statement said. 


The opposition leader then went out alone to the middle 
of the street toward the soldiers, it said. 


At this point, Major Maung Tun came running and 
confronted the captain, ordering him to stop taking 
further action, the statement said. 


It added that local military authorities later told NLD 
organisers they regretted the incident. 


The military seized power in Burma in September to 
crack down on a nationwide pro-democracy movement. 


Burma’s military authorities have pledged to hold multi- 
party democratic elections in 1990, saying they took 
power only to restore law and order and clear the way for 
a change to democracy. 
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But there is a ban on public gatherings in Burma as 
campaigning has not officially started for the elections, 
expected to be held in May 1990. 


On April 5 in Danubyu, soldiers had warned through 


loudspeakers against groups forming with the intent to 
agitate or cause violence, the NLD statement said. 


Assault on Karen-Student Base Reported 
BK 1704001589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
17 Apr 89 p 2 


[Text] Tak—Rangoon troops have killed 33 people in an 
assault on a guerrilla base used by an ethnic minority, 
students, Muslims and Thai officials said yesterday. 


Police said six Burmese battalions launched an attack on 
600 Karen guerrillas, 100 anti-government students and 
an Islamic rebel group at Tikerney camp on Thursday. 


Fighting continued yesterday at the camp, close to Tha 
Song Yang District, police said. 


Dozens of mortars struck Ban Mae Ok Pha Lu as 
Burmese forces kept up the pressure on the Karen camp 
opposite Tha Song Yang. 


The Burmese battalions moved forward close to Tiker- 
ney camp, which houses the 7th Karen Division, after at 
least nine Karen rebels and Burmese students were killed 
and 15 others injured. 


The Burmese forces planned to capture the Karen camp 
by tomorrow, police sources said. 


The military said little property damage had been caused 
but rangers and Border Patrol Police were on full alert. 


Task Force 34 forces fired eight 105 mm rounds as 
warning shuis when strays landed in Thailand. 


Task force commander Maj-Gen Surarit Sor-chua met 
Li-Col Saw Win at Mawpokay Camp yesterday and per- 
suaded Burmese troops to withdraw from Thai territory. 


About 200 Burmese troops crossed the Moei River on 
Friday and established a base 500 metres in Thai soil to 
prepare for an attack on the Karen. 


Police said the Thai Army fired several artillery rounds 
to warn off the intruders who tried to cut through Thai 
territory on Friday and Saturday to attack the rebels. 


Sources said 20 guerrillas, eight students and five Mus- 
lim fighters were killed. They gave no estimate to Bur- 
mese casualties. 
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Meanwhile, Burmese forces also blocked a logistics route 
between Myawaddi and Kawmura camp, opposite Mae 
Sot District here, to keep Karens at Kawmura from 
moving down to Tikerney to help the besieged rebels 
with heavy weapons and ammunition. 


Cambodia 


Heng Samrin Sends National Greetings Message 
BK 1404073789 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 13 Apr 89 


[Greetings message to the nation on the occasion of 
Cambodian traditional new year from Heng Samrin, 
general secretary of the KPRP Central Committee and 
chairman of the PRK Council of State—recorded; dated 
14 April 1989] 


[Text] My respects to all Buddhist monks; dear com- 
rades, cadres, combatants, and compatriots. Today, the 
Cambodian people throughout the country welcome the 
traditional new Year of the Snake, the year 2533 of the 
Buddhist era, with satisfaction, joy, and firm confidence 
that the new year will bring with it new changes and 
development to Cambodian national society. 


On the occasion of the traditional new year, on behalf of the 
party, government, front, and people of Cambodia as a 
whole and in my ow’ name, I would like to express sincere 
admiration and best wishes to all Cambodian compatriots, 
male and female combatants, cadres, personnel, workers, 
peasants, intellectuals, Buddhist monks, and ethnic people 
throughout the country who have made great efforts and 
great sacrifices in the past Year of the Dragon, bringing 
about immense victories in all fields for the motherland and 
people. I would like to express my sincere respect, affection, 
and best wishes to all comrades, combatants, militiamen, 
and militant workers who are on duty at the front, to all 
wounded, disabled, or sick combatants and militant workers 
now under treatment or convalescing in hospitals, and to all 
families who have made °ll kinds of sacrifice in defense of 
the beloved motherland. I would like to express gratitude 
and best wishes to [passage indistinct] international organi- 
zations which have accorded considerable support and 
assistance to the Cambodian people and which are now 
sharing weal and woe with the Cambodian people in 
national restoration and development efforts. 


I would like to express my best regards and new year 
greetings to all Cambodian compatriots living abroad who 
have paid and are paying much attention to the mother- 
land and who are seeking by all possible means to contrib- 
ute to the rebirth of the Cambodian national society. 


Dear compatriots, the year of the Dragon has passed. 
Thanks to the great efforts and labor of the entire party, 
people, and armed forces and the assistance and support 
of brothers and friends, near and far, in the world, the 
Cambodian revolution has achieved success in all fields. 
The position and strength of the revolution have been 
growing gradually. The national society is undergoing a 
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rapid change. The lives of our people have become more 
stable and have gradually improved both morally and 
materially. The forces of Cambodia itself, especially in 
the localities, have been experiencing a steady growth 
and maturity. They are firmly tackling the historic role of 
assuming their own revolutionary tasks by themselves. 
At the same time, based on our position and strength in 
the country, our political campaign on the battlefield 
abroad is winning victory after victory, enabling both 
national and international public opinion to clearly see 
the goodwill of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea 
[PRK] for peace and to recognize the reality and true 
identity of our PRK. This has greatly weakened, frus- 
trated, and isolated the enemy forces, especially the 
genocidal Pol Potists, on the international stage. Despite 
their adventurous military efforts and political maneu- 
vers, they have failed to topple the PRK. 


However, the enemy continue stubbornly to refuse to 
give up maneuvers to sabotage us in all fields, especially 
the attempt to restore the fierce genocidal regime and the 
attempt to prolong the suffering and misery of the people 
against the wishes of our people and of countries which 
want to settle the Cambodian problem through a politi- 
cal solution. 


The PRK continues to strictly implement the national 
reconciliation policy with the intention of quickly ending 
the people’s suffering, preventing the danger of the 
return to power by the genocidal Pol Pot regime, and 
contributing to turning Southeast Asia into a zone of 
peace, stability, friendship, and cooperation. We have 
repeatedly displayed this goodwill, especially in the 5 
April 1989 announcement on the complete withdrawal 
of Vietnamese volunteer troops before the end of Sep- 
tember 1989. 


When the revolution is entering a new stage, and on the 
occasion of this new year, I would like to appeal to all 
compatriots, cadres, and combatants to further raise the 
sense of mastery, self-reliance, constant vigilance, and 
uninterrupted offensive, to continue working hard in all 
undertakings in order to successfully carry out the 1989 
tasks, and particularly to muster and organize forces for 
the successful implementation of the resolutions adopted 
by the second national conference of party cadres which 
bear a historic significance for the destiny of our nation. 
It is imperative to heighten the spirit of solidarity and 
unity in views, stand, and actions; brave all difficulties; 
and fight for the cause of the independence and peace of 
the motherland and the happiness of the people. 


It is imperative to enhance the traditional bonds of 
solidarity between Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos and 
solidarity and all-round cooperation with the Soviet 
Union, socialist countries, and all countries in the world. 


Also on this occasion, I would like to appeal to all 
brothers still in the enemy ranks to hurry up and return 
to their families and their hometowns for the sake of the 
happiness and glory of our motherland. 
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Once again, I extend new year best wishes to all Buddhist 
monks and all compatriots. May you enjoy more and 
greater success in fulfilling all revolutionary tasks in this 
victorious year of the Snake. 


New year, new victories! The revolution and peace will 
prevail! 


Meeting To Mark 17 April Anniversary Reported 
BK1704052689 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] This morning at 0800, the Committee in charge of 
Organizing National and International Festivals of the 
front’s National Council organized a solemn meeting at 
the Chaktomuk conference hal! to mark the 14th anni- 
versary of the victory over the U.S. imperialists and their 
lackey state authorities, 17 April 1975. 


Presiding over the ceremony were Comrade Chea Sim, 
member of the Political Bureau of the party Central 
Committee and chairman of both the National Assembly 
and the front’s National Council; Comrade General Bou 
Thang, member of the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, and 
vice chairman of the front’s National Council; Comrade 
Men Sam-an, member of the party Central Committee 
Political Bureau and chairman of the party Central 
Committee’s Organization Commission; Comrade Mat 
Ly, member of the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau, vice chairman of the National Assembly, and 
chairman of the Kampuchean Federation of Trade 
Unions; Comrade General Tie Banh, member of the 
party Central Committee Political Bureau, vice chair- 
man of the Council of Ministers, and defense minister; 
and Comrade Nguon Nhel, member of the party Central 
Committee Political Bureau and secretary of the Phnom 
Penh municipal party committee. Also attending the 
meeting were comrade members of the party Central 
Committee, ministers, deputy ministers, leading cadres 
from party establishments, state authorities, and mass 
Organizations; representatives of the Armed Forces; cad- 
res and workers; and a multitude of various nationalities, 
monks, and Cambodian compatriots from abroad. Also 
present were the comrade ambassadors and charges 
d’affaires from embassies of friendly countries accred- 
ited to Cambodia. 


On this solemn occasion, Comrade Nguon Nhel stressed 
that the historic political event of 17 April 1975 was a 
brilliant victory of our Cambodian people in the cause of 
liberating the country and of winning the right to be 
masters of their own destinies. This victory was the 
result of the sacrifice and struggle of our army and people 
who have been resolute as noble children of the fine land 
of Angkor. This was also the result of the militant 
solidarity and cooperation among the armies and people 
of the three Indochinese countries in opposing the U.S. 
imperialists and their lackey state authorities. 
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Comrade Nguon Nhel pointed out the maneuvers to 
usurp power, oppress, and massacre the Cambodian 
people of the genocidal Pol Pot clique, which in a period 
of nearly 4 years razed to the ground almost every 
national and social structure. Comrade Nguon Nhel 
went on to say that since the 17 April 1979 liberation 
day, our Cambodian people, with the moral and material 
assistance from fraternal socialist countries—particu- 
larly from the Vietnamese party, state, people, and 
volunteer army—have concentrated their minds on 
restoring and developing the country in every field. 


Kim Il-Song Reaffirms Support for Sihanouk 
BK 1604083889 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Text] On 11 April in Pyongyang, DPRK President Kim 
Il-song hosted a banquet in honor of Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk, president of Democratic Kampuchea. 


On that occasion, President Kim Il-song reiterated sup- 
port for Samdech Norodom Sihanouk’s independent 
stance concerning the Cambodian problem. He said that 
the present situation was leading toward seeking a cor- 
rect peaceful settlement of the Cambodian problem. 


He expressed his conviction that the Cambodian people 
would strive to surmount all obstacles in order to realize 
their struggle to build an independent, sovereign, peace- 
ful, neutral, democratic, and nonaligned Cambodia. 


Sihanouk Gives Message on ‘Monarchy’ 
BK 1604092089 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 15 Apr 89 


(“Message from Samdech Preah Norodom Sihanouk, 
head of the Cambodian Coalition Government and 
president of the United Front for an Independent, Neu- 
tral, Peaceful, and Cooperative Cambodia, to the clergy 
and Cambodian people’”’—date not given, recorded] 


[Text] I, Norodom Sihanouk, would like to greet grand- 
fathers, grandmothers, and all compatriots whom I most 
missed and who are currently in our Cambodian state 
and motherland. Revered greetings and fondest senti- 
ments to the clergy residing in Cambodia. I make this 
message for the clergy and compatriots in our Cambodia 
because there are some points of which you ought to be 
informed, in the sense that you ought to know the truth. 
The issue I would like to analyze and discuss with the 
clergy and our compatriots today is that of monarchy 
and the republican regime in the Cambodian state, in 
Cambodia. 


Hun Sen, prime minister of the Phnom Penh regime, the 
so-called People’s Republic of Kampuchea [PRK], is a 
lackey of the Vietnamese aggressors and colonialists, the 
so-called SRV. In 1978, this SRV sent its troops to 
savagely attack the Democratic Kampuchea of Pol Pot, 
committed aggression against our country and our Cam- 
bodian state. They brought down and chased the Pol Pot 
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regime out of Phnom Penh. This was good because this 
Pol Pot, and his group, is a great criminal who destroyed 
the people, the nation, and his own country. It oppressed 
and mercilessly massacred people. It only thought of the 
Khmer Rouge interests and those of its clan and ideol- 
ogy, which is a communist ideology, just like the Viet- 
namese aggressors. There is no difference. The SRV, the 
aggressor against Cambodia, and the PRK of Hun Sen- 
Heng Samrin, are not different from the regime of Pol 
Pot-Ieng Sary. According to the United Nations and 
Other international organizations, such as Amnesty 
International, which have conducted proper and thor- 
Ough investigations, it has been established that commu- 
nist Vietnam and the Hun Sen-Heng Samrin regime 
continue to Oppress, massacre, and torture innocent 
compatriots in our Cambodia in a most savage manner. 


Hun Sen, last month—one or two months ago—contacted 
many major newspapers, and even some Thai papers in 
Bangkok. Before going to Bangkok, Hun Sen gave inter- 
views to papers in Laos and in Cambodia and requested 
many Thai and foreign papers throughout the world to 
publish his statement slandering and defaming not only 
Sihanouk but also the monarchy of our Cambodia. 


It is the Cambodian monarchy which has greatly ele- 
vated o'r country, motherland, religion, nation, and 
people since the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, | 1th, 12th, and 
13th centuries, and so on. In the 12th century, because 
the throne, kings, and people had good cooperation, 
Angkor Wat, Angkor Thom, and hundreds of Angkor 
temples were built. Our Cambodia became a great coun- 
try and a great power in Asia. The whole world admires 
our Cambodia’s glorious civilization. These are the 
achievements of Cambodian kings, such as Jayavarman, 
Suryavarman II, and Jayavarman VII in particular. 


Afterward, in the period called modern [preceding word 
in French], our throne, with the cooperation of the 
people, carried out a crusade for 100 percent indepen- 
dence for our motherland. It was in November 1953. 
The throne and our people were united as one and we 
were 100 percent victorious in demanding from the 
French colonialists and from the Republic of France 100 
percent independence for our nation and our 7 million 
people whose great prestige and honor were known in the 
international arena. In the national arena, we had an 
enormous force due to our nation’s solidarity and unity 
under the throne’s leadership. We developed our nation 
in every field because we worked together under the 
leadership of our party named Sangkum Reas Niyum. 
The achievements of the Sangkum Reas Niyum in the 
water policy, in agriculture, industry, trade, national 
education, public health, social affairs, culture, and 
foreign policy were great and very advanced. Even 
foreign observers admitted that there was progress and 
full independence. We managed to preserve our territo- 
rial sovereignty. 


For example, when South Vietnam, in the era of Ngo 
Dinh Diem and Nguyen Van Thieu, demanded our 
islands and coastal areas and wanted to annex our 
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territory, | and our compatriots united and we managed 
to oppose the Vietnamese. We managed to preserve our 
land and sea borders and all our islands. All our land and 
all the provinces were included in our territorial integ- 
rity; they were 100 percent ours. We were happy; our 
people were well off. Granted, it was not as developed as 
France, the United States, or Japan, but we were not 
ashamed before anyone in Southeast Asia. The world 
called Cambodia, when it was Kingdom of Cambodia 
[preceding name in French], the oasis of peace in Indoch- 
ina, which was then in turmoil. There were troubles in 
Vietnam and in Laos, but there was peace in Cambodia. 
This is why we were called Cambodia, the oasis of peace. 


When we were in the international arena, we were consid- 
ered the equal of superpowers. We were not afraid of any 
superpowers. I met with Khrushchev of the Soviet Union, 
Kennedy of the United States, Tito of Yugoslavia, Mao 
Zedong of the People’s Republic of China, De Gaulle of 
the Republic of France, and so on. I conducted a foreign 
policy to defend the supreme interest and honor of our 
nation, Cambodia. We were an equal of others; we were 
not afraid of anyone. On the contrary, people were afraid 
of us because our policy was a correct one; it was a fine 
policy of neutrality. This is the significance of the monar- 
chy [preceding word in French]. 


Since the clique of Lon Nol, Sirikmatak, In Tam, Cheng 
Heng, Long Boret, Lon Non, Son Ngoc Thanh, and so 
on, staged a coup d’etat on 18 March 1970 to the time of 
Pol Pot, Ieng Sary, Son Sen, Khieu Samphan, Nuon 
Chea, Ta Mok, and down to the Hun Sen-Heng Samrin 
regime; and since our Cambodia became a republic, how 
troubled was our situation? The clergy, grandfathers, 
grandmothers, and compatriots in and outside the coun- 
try, should not forget the fact that everyone knows and 
that the whole world knows. That fact is that since the 
republic replaced the throne and the monarchy in Cam- 
bodia, our Cambodia and our people and nation have 
been impoverished and became slaves to others. We 
could not show our face. Disaster was brought upon us. 
We no longer had peace. Our suffering was unending. 
Currently, we are very ashamed wherever we show our 
face. Only Hun Sen is not ashamed; he does not know 
how to be ashamed. As for Cambodians who do, it is 
very hard for them whenever they meet other people. I, 
Sihanouk, for example, whenever I am asked to go out, I 
am very ashamed. People see me laughing and smiling; 
however, inside, I am crying; I was bleeding because of 
shame and disgrace. 


How dare Hun Sen slander and defame the honor and 
the prestige of the throne and the monarchy of our 
Cambodian state and let the Thai and other papers say 
Cambodian kings are bad and that his group is good. 
What is good about the Hun Sen group? We should 
carefully think about this and not be misled about the 
truth, about the real nature of the PRK. They have 
boasted that this PRK enabled our people to rapidly 
develop, to have freedom again, and to be prosperous 
and happy; our people have freedom, progress, and 
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stability. The truth is that only a small group of Cambo- 
dians who sold the country and themselves to foreigners, 
namely to the Vietnamese and the Russians, has a good 
life. Only those who are corrupt have a good life, such as 
traffickers and those involved in the black market [pre- 
ceding terms in French]. Only these people enjoy life and 
those who have the privilege of massacring others at will. 
That is the Communist Party of Hun Sen-Heng Samrin, 
which collaborated with the Hanoi Vietnamese, the ones 
our Cambodian people refer to as coconut husks [derog- 
atory Cambodian term for Vietnamese]. 


As Amnesty International has said in its annual report 
following thorough investigations, the Hun Sen-Heng 
Samrin regime has violated human rights. This regime 
has unlawfully tortured and mercilessly massacred many 
Cambodians, old and young, men and women. This is no 
different from the regime of Pol Pot, Ieng Sary, Nuon 
Chea, Ta Mok, Son Sen, and Khieu Samphan. It is one 
and the same. In Cambodian, it is like saying a quartet 
and four. It is exactly the same. The group of Khieu 
Samphan, Hun Sen, Nuon Chea, Pol Pot, Son Sen, and 
Ieng Sary and that of Hun Seng-Heng Samrin are all 
Khmer Rouge; the difference is that the Pol Pot group is 
the ally of the People’s Republic of China while the Hun 
Sen-Heng Samrin group has sold itself to the Viet Minh 
[Vietnamese Independence League] and the Soviet 
Union. This is the only difference. They are all Khmer 
Rouge. There is no difference between them. 


A regime does not have to be very good—as Hun Sen and 
his group have boasted about themselves—to improve 
upon the Pol Pot-lIeng Sary group. It is very easy. Even a 
very stupid government could still improve upon Pol 
Pot’s Democratic Kampuchea regime. Take for example 
schools jointly built by Sihanouk and our people during 
the Sangkum Reas Niyum era—from primary and sec- 
ondary schools, vocational schools, and universities to 
colleges—large and small hospitals, infirmaries, indus- 
trial buildings, dams, the water policy, bridges, roads, 
ports, and airports, and so on. These are the achieve- 
ments of the Sangkum Reas Niyum, of the throne, and of 
the people who love their king and are loyal to the 
throne. This is our Sangkum Reas Niyum. 


It is not difficult at all for the Pol Pot-leng Sary group to 
close down or destroy these achievements, and even 
destroy monasteries, churches, mosques—the establish- 
ments of Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity, which are 
our nation’s three religions, namely the religions of 
Buddha, of Mohammad, and of Jesus Christ. These 
structures have been destroyed by Pol Pot. Hun Sen only 
said now we have reopened them, some of them. Some 
schools, hospitals, factories, temples, and churches have 
been reopened. This is all Hun Sen does. The Hun Sen 
regime has done nothing for the nation; it only reopens 
medical schools and faculties and some factories—all of 
them are the achievements of the Sangkum Reas Niyum 
when we were the Kingdom of Cambodia. It only 
reopens and reactivates these establishments. It then 
turns to saying that it has developed the Cambodian 
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nation and forgetting everything about present Cambo- 
dia being Vietnam’s slave. Cambodia has become a 
Vietnamese colony [preceding word in French]. It has 
become Vietnam’s slave. 


Not only does Vietnam have 100,000 troops occupying 
our Cambodia and to annex our territory, but there are 
also Vietnamese civilians, called colonists, who are set- 
tling on our land, annexing our territory, and plundering 
our resources. Even at various Angkor temples, the 
Vietnamese have plundered a lot of our property from 
these temples. Our fish and marine resources, from the 
Tonle Sap Lake, the Mekong River, and reservoirs, our 
agricultural resources, such as rubber, and other agricul- 
tural products, and our forests have been plundered by 
the Vietnamese; and so have the precious stones in 
Pailin, Bar Kev, and so on. Over one million Vietnam- 
ese, who are very poor and starving in Vietnam, have 
been sent to take over our districts, villages, and prov- 
inces, annex our land, and plunder our resources. If they 
are allowed to carry on like this for another 10 or 20 
years, our Carnbodia will die and will become like our 
Kampuchea Kraom which has already been annexed by 
Vietnam. We no longer have the chance of getting 
Kampuchea Kraom back. And if we allow the Hun 
Sen-Heng Samrin regime to carry on ruling with Viet- 
nam, Cambodia will certainly become Cochinchina 
[former name of southern Vietnam] and Kampuchea 
Kraom, which became South Vietnam, which is now a 
part of and a province of Vietnam of the Hanoi clique, 
who are Ho Chi Minh’s heirs. These are the achieve- 
ments of the PRK of Hun Sen-Heng Samrin for our 
people. This is a disastrous and shameful result. It should 
sharply grieve us. The clergy, grandmothers, grandfa- 
thers, and compatriots should clearly consider this truth. 


This is why I, Norodom Sihanouk—who am the father of 
national independence, peace, and territorial integrity, 
and who represent the Cambodian throne—cannot sub- 
mit myself to the Hun Sen-Heng Samrin group and the 
Vietnamese aggressors, the SRV. I, Norodom Sihanouk, 
will absolutely continue to struggle until the SRV is 
willing to unconditionally withdraw all its troops from 
our Cambodia. 


Hun Sen should not have dared to slander against and 
defame the Cambodian throne, which has developed and 
elevated Cambodia in the national and international 
arenas not only in the Angkor era but also in the 
Sangkum Reas Niyum era as well, from the end of the 
50’s to the end of the 60’s. Since the group of Lon Nol, 
Sirikmatak, In Tam, Cheng Heng, and Song Ngoc Thanh 
toppled the throne, we have known only hell, disaster, 
disgrace, and trouble. Our country, which used to sell 
rice to others, has become a beggar asking for rice and 
money from others. Our state budget, which used to be 
well balanced, is now short and we have to beg from 
others. These are the bad, hellish, and disastrous results 
the Cambodian Republicans [preceding word in French] 
have brought to our Cambodian nation and motherland. 
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Currently, there is propaganda saying that some person- 
alities, such as In Tam and Pung Peng Cheng, have 
abandoned Sihanouk and the Cambodian resistance 
movement [preceeding three words repeated in French] 
and have joined the PRK. Serving Hun Sen and submit- 
ting to the PRK means selling the nation to the Vietnam- 
ese colonialists. It means betraying the nation and the 
motherland and serving Vietnam’s interests. Many years 
ago, this In Tam-Peng Cheng group used to say that it 
very much detested Vietnam, communism, the Viet 
Minh, and Hanoi. And now, it has sold itself and its 
conscience to Vietnam by submitting itself to the Hun 
Sen group in Phnom Penh and supporting the commu- 
nist regime of the Hanoi Vietnamese, who have imposed 
it On our people and nation. What is the value of such a 


group? 


In Tam used to be a double traitor. He only thinks of his 
interest and rank. In the time of the throne and of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia, he used to follow the slogan 
saying that we should serve the throne—which has 
provided security and happiness to our nation—defend 
the throne and the monarchy, and we should dare to 
sacrifice ourselves to the last drop of our blood [preced- 
ing seven words in French] for the throne. Later on, he 
sided with Lon Nol and his clique and toppled the 
throne. And afterward, he and the Lon Nol-Sirikmatak 
clique sold themselves becoming lackeys of the United 
States, to the U.S. imperialists, Nixon and Kissinger— 
who were their masters. They had been bought. They 
sold independent Cambodia to the United States and 
became lackeys of the U.S. imperialists who spent over 
$300 million a year—$ 350 millions—to buy the Lon 
Nol-In Tam-Sirikmatak group to get the Cambodian 
people and Cambodian youths to die on the American’s 
behalf to seek victory over the Vietnamese communists. 
Instead of winning over the communist Vietnamese, 
noncommunist Cambodia, noncommunist Laos, non- 
communist South Vietnam all become communists; all 
become servants of the Hanoi Vietnamese. This is the 
result of the act of selling the nation by Lon Nol and his 
clique, which includes people like In Tam, who was a 
champion. Later on, In Tam abandoned the Khmer 
Republic and rejoined Sihanouk, but not for long, before 
betraying Sihanouk. He is now slandering Sihanouk 
again, like during the Lon Nol era, and has joined Hun 
Sen, who represents Vietnam, the Hanoi Vietnamese, 
and the Viet Minh whom In Tam and Pung Peng Cheng 
used to insult saying we hate the Vietnamese; they are 
very cunning; no one is more cunning than the Hanoi 
Vietnamese, the Viet Minh, and the Ho Chi Minh 
Vietnamese, who want to annex Cambodian territory 
and violate Cambodia. 


It was In Tam’s group which, along with Lon Nol and 
Sirikmatak, accused Sihanouk of selling the country to 
the Viet Minh. I only provided support to the struggle of 
the Viet Minh, which was Vietnam’s national liberation 
struggle, so that we could be friends in the future. I did 
not want to bring a disaster—which the Lon Nol group 
did and which spoiled all my work. I did not want to be 
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an enemy of the Hanoi Vietnamese. That was why I 
supported and greatly assisted the Hanoi Vietnamese, 
the Viet Cong, and the Viet Minh in their struggle to 
liberate their nation and Vietnam and to reunify Viet- 
nam [preceding two words in French]. This was a just 
cause; so I supported it. However, I cannot support 
Vietnam and the Viet Cong who annex Cambodian 
territory. I supported them so that they respected our 
nation’s territorial integrity, independence, country, 
motherland, and our peace. I did not want the Viet Minh 
to oppress and annex our territory and subjugate Cam- 
bodia to Vietnam, as Hun Sen and Heng Samrin have 
been willing to do. I cannot accept that. 


This is why I have to lead our Cambodian national 
resistance movement against the Vietnamese aggressor 
troops until they agree to restore full independence and 
full territorial integrity to our Cambodia and so that we 
can unite, as in the past, in peace and with territorial 
integrity, and 100 percent independence, like in the time 
of the throne, of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and of the 
Sangkum Reas Niyum. This is what the clergy, compa- 
triots, grandmothers, and grandfathers ought to know. 


I would like to end my today’s message now. In the 
future, if there are any other issues, I will again make a 
spontaneous message without writing it up in advance, 
record it, and deliver it to you. I will ask my son, Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, to broadcast it over the radio of 
the Sihanoukist front, of the FUNCINPEC [United 
Front for an Independent, Neutral, Peaceful, and Coop- 
erative Cambodia] for your information. 


Finally, I would like to pray that the merits of the triple 
jewel and those of our former kings and queens bestow 
on our clergy and compatriots in and outside the country 
without discrimination the five Buddhist blessings: lon- 
gevity, social standing, health, energy, and happiness. 


Long live Cambodia! 
Long live Buddhism! 


Those children who are adherents of Islam and of 
Christianity, please be informed that I am still the patron 
of all three religions in our Cambodia, like before. That 
is, | am still serving Buddhism as the religion of the state 
and the nation; | am also serving Islam, and Christianity. 


Thank you very much for listening to this message of the 
Samdech Euv. 


Buddhist-Style Liberal Democracy Said Preferred 
BK 1704071489 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] The Khmer People’s National Liberation Front 
[KPNLF] has once again announced that the formation 
of a Cambodian interim coalition government in Cam- 
bodia following the withdrawal oi the Vietnamese would 
not permit the Khmer Rouge to return to power in 
Cambodia, but would instead prevent fighting between 
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Cambodians. The KPNLF continues to hold that an 
effective international peacekeeping force is needed in 
Cambodia to supervise the withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops from Cambodia and prevent any faction from 
seizing power by military force. 


During a visit to the Site 11 Camp during the traditional 
new year festival last week, Ileng Mouly, secretary general 
of the Executive Committee of the KPNLF and repre- 
sentative of His Excellency Son Sann, president of the 
KPNLF and prime minister of the Cambodian coaiition 
government, said that the Cambodian people need an 
international army with sufficient forces to prevent a 
civil war, and the KPNLF wants specific supervision of 
the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia, 
such as in preventing the Vietnamese troops from dis- 
guising and hiding themselves in the ranks of the Heng 
Samrin forces or anywhere else. 


Ieng Mouly said: Hun Sen claimed to be afraid of the 
Khmer Rouge, but he stated that he wanted the presence 
of only 600 peacekeeping soldiers. How can these men 
ensure security for the Cambodian people? 


Concerning the future control of Cambodia, Ieng Mouly 
said: The KPNLF will go along with the decision of the 
majority of the Cambodian people, but it prefers a 
Buddhist-style liberal democracy to a socialist or com- 
munist democracy. And the election, too, should not be 
held in communist style. 


Indonesia 


F-16’s To Be Deployed at Iswahyudi Air Base 
BK 1404105589 Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
10 Apr 89 pp 1,8 


[Excerpt] Ujung Pandang, KOMPAS—The Iswahyudi 
Air Base in Madiun, East Java, will be turned into a base 
for the F-16 Fighting Falcon planes at the end of this 
year. This is related to the transfer of the 11th Tactical 
Combat Squadron from the Iswahyudi Air Base to the 
Hasanuddin Air Base in Ujung Pandang, in which the 
latter will in turn be converted into a major operational 
base for the TNI-AU [Indonesian Air Force]. 


Speaking to newsmen in Ujung Pandang, Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Widodo Subarno, chief of information service of the 
TNI-AU Operation Command, said the transfer was also 
aimed at deploying more forces in and safeguarding the 
eastern part of the country. The transfer was also meant to 
alleviate the burdens of the Iswahyudi Air Base, which is 
preparing itself for the imminent arrival of the F-16’s. 


Subarno added that the 5th Squadron, which is used for 
search-and-rescue and reconnaissance operations, is also 
deployed at the Hasanuddin Air Base. It consists of 
Boeing 737 planes for marine patrol, Albatros reconnais- 
sance planes, and Hercules transport planes. The | 1th 
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Squadron consists of A-4 Skyhawk planes, which will 
provide air and sea security umbrella for the eastern part 
of Indonesia. [passage omitted] 


Political Settlement in Cambodia Considered 


Hun Sen ‘Confident’ 
BK1504110489 Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
7 Apr 89 p 4 


{Editorial: “Hanoi and the Hun Sen Government 
Believe They Are Strong”’} 


[Text] Both Vietnam and the Hun Sen-led Cambodian 
Government have announced that a total withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops from Cambodia will be carried out in 
September. The announcement, made simulianeously in 
Hanoi and Phnom Penh last Wednesday [5 April], also said 
that the withdrawal will be carried out without a political 
settlement to the Cambodian problem. Before that, Hanoi 
always said it would withdraw its troops in 1990. 


It is understandable if the announcement also called on 
the PRC and other countries to end military aid to the 
Cambodian guerrillas grouped under three factions, 
namely the Sihanouk, Son Sann, and Khmer Rouge 
factions. Meanwhile, the Hun Sen government declared 
that it reserves the right to ask for assistance from other 
countries if it feels it is being threatened. 


Four countries, namely India, Indonesia, Poland, and 
Canada, will be requested to supervise the Vietnamese 
troop withdrawal and perhaps the general elections as 
well. The total number of peacekeeping troops will be 
600 and it will be under the UN supervision. 


As for the elections, Hun Sen does not want to accept 
Prince Sihanouk’s demand that he dismantle his govern- 
ment, which he believes only the Cambodian people 
have the right to do. 


We can detect from Hanoi’s and Hun Sen’s attitude that 
they have great confidence that they will emerge victo- 
rious in the current Cambodian conflict. They are con- 
fident that when the elections are held, the Cambodian 
people will vote for the de facto [two preceding words in 
Latin] government. Should there be any change in the 
government, it will not affect the Hun Sen faction. 


Hun Sen and Hanoi apparently think that the Cambo- 
dian people’s rejection of the Khmer Rouge’s return to 
power will overcome their dissatisfaction against Viet- 
nam, which installed and supported the Hun Sen faction. 
The Cambodian people have for a long time disliked 
Vietnam because ethnic Vietnamese in Cambodia have 
been dominating the country’s economy. 


The Hun Sen government is also confident that the Cam- 
bodian people will be able to compare their present life 
with life under the Khmer Rouge regime. People will come 
to the conclusion that their present life is better. Foreign 
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observers also said that life in Cambodia was not as bad as 
they had imagined before they visited the country. Some 
even said that it is better than that in Vietnam. 


Both Hun Sen and Hanoi also believe that other coun- 
tries, no matter how strong their influence are, are 
unable to force Hanoi and Phnom Penh to change their 
siand. These countries, like the present Thai Govern- 
ment, have instead tried to promote cooperation with 
the Phnom Penh government. The three resistance fac- 
tions will not be able to do much, either. 


Having adopted such an attitude, Hun Sen believes his 
position is strong in international talks on Cambodia. He 
has always been equipped with such confidence in his 
talks with Prince Sihanouk, who is scheduled to meet 
him again in Jakarta on 2 May. 


Therefore, while Sihanouk will not be able to make new 
demands, Hun Sen will not make new concessions. As 
was mentioned earlier, Hun Sen will not give in to 
Sihanouk’s demand that the Phnom Penh government 
be dismantled. 


It has been reported that Hun Sen will give two conces- 
sions only, namely the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
and the name change of the PRK. The first concession is 
no longer a problem because it has already been decided 
by both Hanoi and Phnom Penh. Such decision must be 
based on certain calculations, including an assumption 
that the three factions will not be able to oust the Phnom 
Penh government through military or other means. As 
for the name change, Hun Sen considers it as a simple 
matter. Right now, the new name to replace the PRK 
[People’s Republic of Kampuchea] is not yet known. 


Alternatives Viewed 
BK 1604123989 Jakarta SUARA PEMBARUAN 
in Indonesian 10 Apr 89 p 6 


[Editorial: “‘Joint Declaration by the Phnom Penh, Viet- 
namese, and Lao Governments” 


[Text] The joint declaration issued by the Governments 
of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea [PRK], the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, and the Socialist Repub- 
lic of Vietnam on 5 April 1989 is a very important and 
smart document, in terms of timing [preceding word in 
English] and contents. 


As far as timing is concerned, the document will be an 
important agenda in the scheduled meeting between 
Prince Sihanouk and Hun Sen in Jakarta early May, for 
the coming meeting of the four Cambodian factions, and 
the Sino-Soviet summit in Beijing in May. 


As far as contents are concerned, the document says that 
the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia 
will be completed in September without any condition. 
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The document implies that the PRK Government will be 
able to cope with the Khmer Rouge after the Vietnamese 
troop withdrawal as long as the PRC ends its assistance to 
the Khmer Rouge. However, if the PRC continues its 
assistance, the PRK Government has the right to invite 
other countries, including Vietnam, to provide assistance. 


The document also gives the impression that if no 
agreement is reached among the four Cambodian fac- 
tions on the internal aspect of the problem, the PRK will 
not be affected and will even be able to cope with the 
Khmer Rouge threat without V:etnam’s assistance. 


There is one aspect where the implementation of the 
joint declaration needs the assistance of other countries, 
namely in giving a credible explanation to the interna- 
tional community that Vietnamese troops will indeed be 
withdrawn from Cambodia. Therefore, the document 
calls for the reactivation of the International Supervision 
and Control Committee on Cambodia, established in 
Geneva in 1954 and consisting of India, Poland, and 
Canada, as well as Indonesia in its capacity as chairman 
of the Jakarta Informal Meeting and a representative of 
the UN secretary general. 


The first person who gave his reaction to the joint 
declaration is Prince Sihanouk, who stressed that the 
UN-recognized Coalition Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea [CGDK] was the only group that had the 
right to determine the future of Cambodia. This is only 
a formal argument and what is more important is that 
the troop withdrawal must be supervised by the United 
Nations, not by countries simply selected by the Viet- 
namese, Phnom Penh, and Lao Governments. 


The joint declaration has received positive response from 
Thailand, Indonesia, Australia, and Canada. As Indonesia 
is requested to take part in the international supervisory 
commission, it has an opportunity to develop a supervi- 
sory mechanism acceptable to all those involved in the 
Cambodian conflict so a report submitted by such a 
committee will have a high level of credibility among the 
international community. Indonesia, and perhaps India, 
Canada, Poland, and a UN representative will refuse to 
take part in an international supervisory commission 
which has obscure status and mandate. Undoubtedly, 
Indonesia will consult its ASEAN partners first on the 
status and mandate of this commission. 


Will the joint declaration facilitate or make things even 
more difficult for the achievement of agreement among 
the four Cambodian factions? The three factions 
grouped in the CGDK will obviously question the status 
and mandate of the supervisory commission. If the issue 
of supervisory mechanism is solved, the next fundamen- 
tal problem will be the future of Cambodia. 


Basically, there are three alternatives—namely, the 
establishment of a government with Hun Sen, the Khmer 
Rouge, or Sihanouk as the central figure. In theory, the 
third alternative is the best, but that can happen only if 
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both the Khmer Rouge and the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment are disbanded or seriously weakened and the 
Sihanoukist forces strengthened. But who can bring 
about the realization of this third alternative? This is 
Sihanouk’s weak point. 


If people are faced with the first and second alternative, 
they are likely to choose the second one as the lesser evil 
[three preceding words in English] [sentence as published]. 
If Sihanouk comes to the conclusion that the third alter- 
native is the best in theory but not feasible, will he prefer 
the first to the second alternative? Or will he prefer to stay 
away from further developments in his country? Obvi- 
ously, he is faced with a crucial and cruel alternative. 


Laos 


Nouhak Phoumsavan Receives SRV Delegation 
BK 1404 144589 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Text] Nouhak Phoumsavan, Political Bureau member 
of the party Central Committee and first vice chairman 
of the Council of Ministers received on the afternoon of 
13 April a delegation of the SRV Information Ministry 
led by Tran Hoan, member of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam and minister of infor- 
mation. 


During the meeting, which proceeded in a most cordial 
and warm atmosphere, the vice chairman of the Council 
of Ministers praised the delegation’s visit to Laos as it 
would greatly contribute to the increase in mutual coop- 
eration and assistance between the Information Minis- 
tries of Laos and Vietnam. 


Nouhak Phoumsavan highly appraised the outcome of 
the meeting between the delegations of the Information 
Ministries of the two countries during which they unan- 
imously agreed to increase and expand their mutual 
relations, cooperation, and assistance in the field of 
information and propaganda work. 


On 12 Aoril, the Vietnamese delegation paid a courtesy 
call or Sisavat Keobounphan, member of the party 
Central Committee Political Bureau, member of the 
party Secretariat, and chairman of the Administrative 
Committee of Vientiane Municipality. 


Provincial Delegation Visits Thailand 
BK 1704022089 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] On 12 April, a delegation of Bolikhamsai Prov- 
ince led by Bounthon Losaipan-gna, chairman of the 
provincial administration, visited Nong Khai Province 
of the Kingdom of Thailand. The delegation was wel- 
comed by Santi Manikan, governor of Nong Khai Prov- 
ince, and other officials concerned. 
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During the visit, the Lao provincial delegation held 
consultations with the Thai side on trade exchanges and 
other issues of common interest. The purpose of the visit 
was to promote the relations of fraternal friendship 
between the peoples of the two provinces and, in partic- 
ular, to improve trade exchanges and joint trading activ- 
ities between Laos’ Paksan District, and Thailand’s Bung 
Kan District. 


Army Directive on New Year Celebration 
BK 1404105989 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0430 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Directive Issued by the Army General Political Depar‘- 
ment on Celebration of Lao National New Year 1989— 
date not given; read by announcer] 


[Text] Attention: Commanders of all units in the Armed 
Forces of the Lao people. 


As the old year of Buddhist Era 2531 is departing and the 
New Year of 2532 is approaching, we will observe the 
New Year festival for 2532 of our Lao nation while the 
entire party, army, and multiethnic people throughout 
the country are striving to implement the fifth, sixth, and 
seventh resolutions of our party by turning to the grass- 
roots, rural, and mountainous areas to execute the agri- 
cultural development plan so as to score the victory for 
this year’s production season in an enthusiastic atmo- 
sphere. Under the beacon of the resolution of the party’s 
fourth congress and to iurther expand the achievements 
and victories registered in previous year, on the occasion 
of this New Year festival, the entire party, army, and 
multiethnic people must take the initiative to emulate 
the new spirit in accordance with our party’s compre- 
hensive renovation procedure, improve and boost soli- 
darity of the masses and turn them into a strong collec- 
tive force with new determination to advance into the 
New Year, the Year of Snake of 2532, with new and firm 
tempo in line with the new concept aiming at facilitating 
the strict implementation of the fifth, sixth, and seventh 
resolutions of the party Central Committee, other reso- 
lutions, decrees, and regulations and orders laid down by 
the Council of Ministers, striving to effectively materi- 
alize the objectives and fundamental measures for eco- 
nomic and social development for the year 1989 and 
vehemently turn to the rural and mountainous areas and 
grass roots with the intention to promote and make 
preparations for the cultivation of monsoon rice, take 
good care of dry-season rice, and further boost produc- 
tion of goods upto the targeted figure of 1.6 million 
[metric] tons. 


Based on this, all units, cadres, and combatants in the 
people’s Armed Forces must strive to uphold their sense 
of responsibility so as to improve their organizations and 
create new style of working. 


On the occasion of the Songkan Festival, our country’s 
traditional New Year, the Army General Political 
Department appeals to cadres and combatants in the 
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entire Armed Forces to strengthen solidarity, rally 
around the party and state, enhance self-vigilance, main- 
tain combat readiness, counterattack the enemies in a 
timely manner, study political and ideological guide- 
lines, mobilize democracy within units and among the 
masses, closely associate with the masses, continue to go 
down to the grass-roots units so as to improve their 
living conditions, improve manpower in all aspects such 
as in politics, military, and party work. First of all, cadres 
and combatants must be imbued with seventh resolution 
of the party Central Committee and strengthen special 
solidarity with Vietnam, Cambodia, the Soviet Union, 
and fraternal socialist countries. 


To welcome and celebrate the traditional New Year 
festival in line with the direction set by the party and 
state in the cheerful atmosphere and to ensure peace and 
order during the festival free from extravagance and 
intoxication, the Army General Political Department 
makes the following recommendations for all units in the 
Armed Forces: 


1. Before and after the New Year day, all units and 
Organizations should organize briefings on the condition 
of work in the past year and encourage emulation 
campaigns at all units, schools, hospitals, and factories 
through close coordination between administrative 
agencies and mass Organizations. 


2. All units and organizations must enhance vigilance 
against destructive and subversive schemes of the enemies 
and bad elements, maintain combat readiness. Units, 
offices, and organizations must be staffed 24 hours. 


3. The celebration of our traditional New Year must 
highlight new life and new fine culture in the country, 
promote warm working spirit, and is aimed at eliminating 
the obsolete way of thinking and practices of the old 
concept and bringing new concepts and attitudes into 
reality. 


4. Individuals and organizations are not allowed to use 
public or private vehicles for water-throwing at offices, 
Organizations, public places, and villages. Water for 
throwing must be clean. Dirty water, chemically contam- 
inated or colored water must not be used. Water throw- 
ing at state working places, embassies, and restricted 
areas is prohibited. 


5. The period of exemption from work for the New Year 
festival is three days—13, 14, and 15 April—and will be 
observed nationwide in accordance with the regulation 
issued by the Council of Ministers on holidays. After 
having received this directive, commanders at all levels 
are instructed to thoroughly study and apply it with the 
experiences acquired from organizing New Year celebra- 
tions at their units in past years and thoroughly propa- 
gate it and put it into action. 
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Phoumi Vongvichit Extends Greetings 
BK 1604050589 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Traditional New Year's greetings message from Phoumi 
Vongvichit, acting president of Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic (LPDR); date not given—recorded] 


[Text] Dear compatriots, on behalf of the Lao People’s 
Revolutionary Party [LPRP] Central Committee and the 
Government of the LPDR, I am highly pleased to take 
this auspicious occasion of the New Year day of Bud- 
dhist Era 2532, 16 April 1989, to extend greetings and 
best wishes to my compatriots of all races, strata, sexes, 
and ages in the country and to those compatriots living 
abroad. The past year saw satisfactory gains and victo- 
ries. We have studied the fifth, sixth, and seventh 
resolutions of the Fourth LPRP Central Committee, 
which emphasize the effecting of new changes in the line 
of thinking, concepts, organization, and method of work- 
ing as well as the implementation of the two strategic 
tasks of defending and constructing the nation and 
building new Lao socialist people to firmly and effec- 
tively lead the country toward socialism. 


The sixth resolution stipulates the method of effecting 
change: in the line of thinking and bringing new progress 
to our agricultural, handicrafts, and forestry work as the 
foundation for industrial expansion. Its major objectives 
are the implementation of the food and grains project, 
reduction of forest destruction, reafforestation, and 
improving and expanding handicrafts and small and 
light industries. This is to upgrade the living conditions 
of the multiethnic people in the country through using 
trade services as a chain to tow every agricultural and 
industrial production toward advancement. Endeavors 
must be made to make communications and transporta- 
tion a spearhead for the expansion of education, public 
heaRh, and rural renovation in all localities, remote 
areas, low plains, and mountainous regions, and for 
turning the household economy into a sufficient com- 
modity economy. 


In the past year, we have succeeded in changing the new 
faces of townships and rural areas. We have fully used 
our country’s hidden potentials and epochal progress to 
improve the living conditions of the people of all races in 
all localities in Laos. The past year, the Year of the 
Dragon, saw phenomena of sluggishness in many areas 
that enabled us to draw lessons so as to make it possible 
in the new year, the Year of the Snake, to move quickly 
to modify the line of thinking and effect new changes in 
line with the policies of the LPRP. 


We are entering this new year at a time when the world 
is experiencing many great events. For example, the two 
major powers signed an agreement on abolishing missiles 
and pledged to greatly reduce lethal weapons. This has 
enabled the forces struggling for self-improvement in 
many countries to achieve their goals. The countries 
incited by the reactionaries to fight each other have come 
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to see the uselessness of war and have stopped killing 
each other, thus saving human lives and bringing to light 
the sense of humanitarianism. The Year of the Snake will 
also see the extensive and unprecedented expansion of 
peace movements. This will facilitate the efforts of the 
world’s people—in particular the Lao people—to firmly 
march further along the road to socialism and to create 
an opportunity for our people—and people in other 
countries—to achieve mutual understanding. Thus they 
can jointly defend world peace, exert their energy to 
correct all bad practices, and work together for beneficial 
gains. At the same time, it also behooves our people to 
enhance their vigilance to ensure safety and prosperity 
for everyone, unity, and mutual love. 


On the occasion of the Lao traditional New Year, I 
appeal to the Lao fraternal multiethnic people to atten- 
tively study and further upgrade their knowledge; prop- 
erly follow the three-clean sanitation principle; and be 
more scientific in order to reduce unscientific belief— 
which can result in the waste of property, energy, and 
time. I appeal to our fraternal compatriots, regardless of 
race, to sincerely love each other, as we are all Lao 
citizens. I appeal to one million people to act as one 
under the Lao Front for National Construction with the 
leadership of LPRP and LPDR Government to fight the 
country’s enemies and natural disasters of all types; 
further exploit our country’s rich resources; build irriga- 
tion canals, dikes, and roads to ensure convenient com- 
munication; enable all people to benefit from the results 
of scientific research so that our Lao people can enjoy 
economic affluence, thorough knowledge of politics, 
good education, and fine culture; effectively defend the 
country and public security; achieve self-mastery for 
every Lao people through the ability to distinguish good 
from evil and friends from enemies; be the master in 
correctly building Lao society with the intention to rely 
on our country’s rich natural resources to create both 
material and spiritual happiness for the Lao people of all 
races so that they can walk hand in hand decisively along 
the path of socialism; and pay attention to check the 
psychological warfare of the enemies from any direction 
or in any form to preserve and beautify our national 
identity. 


We have the resolution of the Fourth LPRP Congress, 
the fifth, sixth, and seventh resolutions of the Party 
Central Committee, and state laws and orders that were 
all designed to bring happiness and prosperity to the Lao 
people. On this occasion, I appeal to all fraternal com- 
patriots to earnestly study the resolutions, laws, and 
orders and correctly observe them for the happiness of 
everyone. I ask you to increase special solidarity and 
friendship with the Vietnamese and Cambodian frater- 
nal people; improve the firm solidarity and comprehen- 
sive cooperation with the Soviet Union and other frater- 
nal socialist countries; closely cooperate with 


international organizations; support the people of other 
countries who are struggling for peace and justice; love 
and establish cordial relations with the people of all 
countries that have good intentions toward Laos, in 
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particular with our close neighbors; and ensure conve- 
nient and trustworthy contacts with them to further 
increase mutual assistance and jointly defend Indochina, 
Southeast Asia, and the world. 


I appeal to the Lao fraternal people, regardless of where 
they are, to jointly implement the said correct line of 
thinking and firmly march forward to score more bril- 
liant successes. May this new year, the Year of the Snake, 
be a year of unity, good health, and prosperity of the 
entire Lao people, who must simultaneously march for- 
ward to new and greater successes. I hope that the 
fraternal compatriots at home and abroad welcome the 
New Year festival with joy in line with the instruction of 
the Lao party and government. 


Philippines 


Communist Leader Issues Warning on U.S. Bases 
HK1704014989 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 16 Apr 89 


[Text] A commuuist insurgent leader says guerrillas 
would attack two large U.S. military bases in the Philip- 
pines unless President Corazon Aquino states publicly 
soon that the U.S. forces will be evicted by 1991. Satur 
Ocampo, an official of the outlawed communist-led 
National Democratic Front [NDF], made the warning in 
a Statement to news agencies as the paramilitary constab- 
ulary tightened security around U.S. facilities to forestall 
attacks by radicals. Ocampo said that if the government 
pledged to ease U.S. troops from Clark Air Base and 
Subic Naval Base by 1991, the NDF would not hesitate 
to immediately declare a unilateral cease-fire [word 
indistinct] under negotiations for a comprehensive polit- 
ical settlement and a peaceful end to the civil war. But he 
warned that if the Aquino government continues to 
abdicate its responsibility to the nation, the NDF will 
call upon the revolutionary Filipino people to them- 
selves dismantle the bases. 


Troops Increased 15 Apr 
OW 1504105289 Tokyo KYODO in English 
0949 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Text] Manila, April 15 KYODO—More Philippine sol- 
diers were ordered deployed Saturday around U.S. mil- 
itary facilities following the rebel bombing of an Amer- 
ican communications installation north of Manila and 
fears of possible terrorist attacks on the third anniversary 
of the U.S. retaliatory raid against Libya. 


Philippine Constabulary Chief Maj. Gen. Ramon Montano 
told field commanders the U.S. Embassy has expressed 
concern over the bomb attack on the U.S. military commu- 
nication facility on Mt. Santo Tomas in Benguet, some 210 
kilometers north of Manila last Sunday. 
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“The U.S. Government advises that April marks the 
third anniversary of the retaliatory raid on Libya and 
groups sympathetic to Libya have undertaken anti-U.S. 
actions directed against U.S. personnel and facilities to 
commemorate this date,” he said. 


“The bombing incident (in Benguet) ... and the attempt 
to plant landmines at Clark Air Base have caused the 
U.S. Embassy to be very concerned,” Montano said. 


In a statement issued four days after the attack, the 
communist New People’s Army said the bombing of the 
U.S. communications facility is a punishment for “U.S. 
imperialist arrogance, insolence and abuse against our 
people and other peoples of the world.” 


Bases Pullout Wili Bring ‘Economic Gains’ 
HK1704045989 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 17 Apr 89 pp 1, 8 


[By C. Balana] 


[Text] The pullout of American military bases from the 
country after 1991 will result in economic gains, not 
dislocations, if the government implements the proposed 
alternative uses for these facilities. 


This was the conclusion of a government-commissioned 
group which studied the effects of non-renewal of the RP 
[Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. Military Bases Agree- 
ment (MBA) which expires on Sept. 16, 1991. 


The 270-page policy paper entitled “Integrated Bases 
Conversion Plan” (IBCP) was prepared by representa- 
tives from different government agencies led by Leon- 
ardo C. Mariano and Konsulta Philippines, Inc., a pri- 
vate research group. The study has already been 
forwarded to Foreign Affairs and Congress. 


The IBCP was in response to the call of Foreign Secre- 
tary Raul Manglapus and Congress for the creation of an 
executive-legislative committee to look into the alterna- 
tive uses for the bases. 


The withdrawal of the bases had been anticipated by the 
government because of international trends dramatically 
reducing the threat of nuclear confrontation as well as 
economic constraints brought about by the growing U.S. 


budget deficit. 


Experts had predicted that in case of the withdrawal of 
the bases, the government will lose from the Americans 
some $180 million [M] in foreign exchange earnings, P 
[pesos] 5.85 billion [B] in the purchase of local materials 
and P1.35 billion in construction contracts and P4.6 
billion in taxes. Furthermore, 70,000 base Filipino work- 
ers will be jobless. 
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But the IBCP says the developmental projects lined up 
for the alternative uses of the Clark and Subic bases 
would offset whatever economic losses might result from 
the bases withdrawal. 


The projected gains from the implementation of the 
IBCP include 102,819 new jobs, $3.2 billion in foreign 
exchange earnings, P10 bition in the purchase of local 
materials by other countries, P15 billion in construction 
contracts, P2.9 billion in government taxes and P4.9 
billion earnings on new investments. 


The government will need P77 billion for the proposed 
projects, which include the transfer of the country’s 
premier airport and military units to Clark and Subic. 
The first phase of the plan, which covers 1989-1993, 
comprises export processing zones construction amount- 
ing to P2.6 billion, corporate and large-scale farms (P2.5 
billion), cattle/dairy projects (P2.7 billion), agro-forest 
projects (P1 billion), international retirement zones (P18 
billion), and infrastructures (P21 billion). 


These would make use of lands within the bases reser- 
vation reverted to the Philippine government in 1979 
that have remained unused since. 


The second phase includes the transfer of the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport to Clark costing P8 billion, 
the creation of commercial seaport or free port (P5 
billion), shipyard complex (P3 billion), mining projects 
(P500 million), commercial, business, and government 
centers (P5 billion) and AFP [Armed Forces of the 
Philippines] special projects (P7.7 billion). 


To finance the IBCP, the group recommended the pro- 
ceeds from the sales of some military lands in Metro 
Manila to be vacated by the AFP and the NALA once the 
military and airport establishments have moved to clark. 
The amount is estimated to hit over P50 billion. 


Other sources are the P7.5-billion base conversion fund 
allotted by Congress for 1989-1991, and the equity from 
private sector. 


IBCP 
70,000 102,819 
US$180 M_ US$3.2B 
P5.85 B PIOB 


Military pullout 
Employment 

Foreign Exchange Earnings 
Purchase of Local Materials 
Construction P1.35B PiSB 
Taxes Paid P4.6 B P2.9B 
Earnings by the Phil. on investments not applicable P4.9 B 


Base Condition for Cease-Fire Declaration Set 
HK 1704015589 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 0100 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] Communist rebels have set a condition for their 
declaration of a unilateral cease-fire. The National Dem- 
ocratic Front [NDF] said the cease-fire would depend on 
President Aquino’s promise to close the American bases 
in the country by 1991. The offer was contained in a 
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statement the NDF delivered to news organizations. Mrs 
Aquino has refused to say whether she will support an 
extension of the bases which would require approval of 
two-thirds of the 23-member Senate. The NDF said the 
front would enter into renewed peace negotiations with 
the government if President Aquino commits herself to 
the closure of the bases. The front said that if President 
Aquino refused, it would call upon the revolutionary 
Filipino people to themselves dismantle the bases. 


HK 1704093089 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0900 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] The president has reacted to the Communist 
Party of the Philippines-National Democratic Front call 
for evicting the U.S. military bases. 


In an interview with Malacanang newsmen, she said that 
if the rebels want to negotiate with the Government 
there shou'd be no preset conditions in order to have 
peace. Mrs Aquino said: We should have a cease-fire first 
and they should not attach so many conditions. 


According to her, she is confused by all the conflicting 
rebel statements and said that until she finds a leader 
who can speak for all the rebels it would be difficult to sit 
down with anybody. 


Further on Aquino’s 
HK 1704105789 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0900 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino is strongly opposed to 
the communist movement's cease-fire proposal on con- 
dition that the U.S. military bases in the country be 
removed by the year 1991. 


The president stated her reaction in an interview with 
Malacanang reporters, saying that only the cease-fire 
issue should be tackled without any attached conditions. 
Here is President Aquino: 


[Begin recording] [Aquino] They have said the same 
thing before and what I have to say is this: If we are to 
talk about a cease-fire then it should be just that without 
conditions attached. I also need to know who the 
National Democratic Front spokesman or recognized 
representative is. 


[reporter] [passage indistinct] 


{[Aquino, in English] Well, this is a study of course, and 
I would like the results of the study first of all to be 
forwarded to me so that I can study myself what this is all 
about, and I can ask the members of the cabinet to go 
over this study to find out whether it is a workable 


proposal or not. 
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What we are looking for is whatever will redound to the 
national interest. That will always be the guiding princi- 
ple insofar as the bases is concerned, or for that matter 
any issues, will be decided primarily based on national 
interest. 


[Reporter] [passage indistinct] 


[Aquino, in English] Well, first of all because it is very 
confusing. You know, we hear from people who are 
abroad saying that they represent the NDF, and then we 
hear some other leaders here from the NDF also speak- 
ing, presumably, on behalf of the NDF. Until we can find 
out once and for all who is it, who is the legal represen- 
tative for all of them, I think it is very difficult to sit 
down with anybody when we are not sure whether that 
person has the authority to do so. [end recording] 


Release of Economic Support Fund ‘Uncertain’ 
HK 1404123789 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 13 Apr 89 p 12 


{By Emmanuel V. Bernardo] 


[Text] Since early last year, the Philippines and the 
United States have been at loggerheads on how to spend 
the proceeds of the Economic Support Fund (ESF). 


The ESF is a form of payment by the United States 
government for the use of its military bases in the 
Philippines. 


This year, an ESF of $160 million will be due again but 
its release remains uncertain. 


In 1988, the negotiating panels of both the U.S. and the 
Philippines suspended talks on the early release of the 
money. The reason: the U.S. wanted a major portion of 
the amount used for the development and economic 
upliftment of the Filipino communities living near the 
American military installations here. 


The hilippines, during last year’s talks, wanted most of 
the proceeds used for budgetary support. 


The positions of both panels have not changed since then 
although the Philippines signed last year’s revised mili- 
tary bases agreement stipulating that the proceeds of the 
new ESF should be used for budgetary support ar 
certain development projects. 


This year, the U.S. is again pressing for the use of the 
proceeds in projects of economic significance to the Phil- 
ippines. The Filipino egotiators, however, continue to 
insist that the money should form part of the national 
budget. 
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The original intent of the ESF was for the communities 
near Clark Air Base in Pampanga and the Subic Naval 
Base in Zambales. That intention was, in fact, put in 
writing and the pact was signed by the ambassadors of 
the two. 


The Philippine government began to divert the fund 
when it recently experienced revenue shortfalls from 
traditional sources, to the detriment of the original 
beneficiaries, the municipalities near Clark and Subic. 


In the present negotiations, Finance Undersecretary 
Ernest Leung said the U.S. has continued to maintain 
that the funds should be used for projects which need 
heavy investments. Projects financed by ESF funds 
require local counterpart funds. 


The present controversy has to be resolved at once 
because its nonresolution has only delayed the remit- 
tance of the money to the Philippines. 


According to Leung, a policy dialog with the U.S. should 
be held as soon as possible to hasten the money's release. 


However, while the money appears to remain elusive, 
the Philippines should begin to tap other sources of 
funding for its budgetary deficit so that if and when the 
ESF proceeds are finally released, the amount could be 
channeled to the development of the communities near 
the military bases as originally intended. 


Refers Soviet Vessel to Coast Guard 
HK 1404105589 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Text] The return of a Soviet fishing vessel, MV 
“Leninskiy Luch,” to the Philippines tomorrow may 
lead to a diplomatic crisis as it might undermine Philip- 
pines-USSR diplomatic relations. 


Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus said the Coast 
Guard is the only concerned government agency that can 
decide on the fate of the 122 Soviet crew members of the 
fishing vessel. The Commission on Immigration and 
Deportation earlier announced that no foreigners will be 
allowed into the country unless they hold a visa. Since 
the Soviet crew members do not have a visa to visit the 
Philippines, Immigration Commissioner Miriam San- 
tiago may order the arrest of the crew members should 
the latter enter Philippine territorial jurisdiction. 


The return to Philippine waters of the Soviet fishing vessel 
which earlier docked near the U.S. Embassy was in accor- 
dance with an order issued to the Philippine Coast Guard 
by Judge Zosimo Angeles. Angeles ruled that the fishing 
vessel not be removed from Philippine waters. 


Meanwhile, Manglapus said his department has no nght 
to make any arrest, and consequently, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs can only refer the matter to the proper 
government agency in charge of such matters. 
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The Soviet fishing vessel leased to the Eastern Fisheries 
and Development Company headed by Oscar Fadn has 
complete canning installations. It is expected to arrive in 
the country anytime tomorrow. 


Earlier, the Department of Foreign Affairs claimed that 
the fishing vessel did not secure a permit from the 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources to dock and 
fish in Philippine waters. 


This is Rey Arquiza reporting for DZRH News. 


U.S. Concern Over Soviet Ship Docking Viewed 
HK 1404124189 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 13 Apr 89 pp 6, 20 


[Column by Jesus Bigornia: “U.S. Unhappy Over 
Accord on Soviet Ships”) 


[Text] Camp Aguinaldo’s top “brass,” threatened with 
exposes in the Senate, counter with a gambit: a reorga- 
nization. On recommendation of the staff, 
Armed Forces chief of staff, Gen Renato de Villa, 
announces and carries Out what he describes as “a 
sweeping revamp of the major military commands.” But 
the promised reorganization turns out gossamer thin, 
like a see-through fabric. And swashbuckling Senator 
Ernesto M. Maceda, chairman of the Senate’s committee 
on defense, is now crying: Fake! 


Indeed, what the public is presenated with is a reshuffle 
of commanders of the various regional commands and 
units. Not one of the generals and colonels targeted by 
Maceda for sacking or freezing have been relieved of 
command—just assigned to a new, and sometimes, more 
desirable positings and positions. Only one officer has 
been relegated to the so-called “freezer.” So, if Maceda 
and others say the De Villa revamp was nothing more 
than a phase in a “rigodon-de-honor”™ or in a game of 
musical chairs without music, critics of the military 
establishment are on target. 


If Camp Aguinaldo thought that the reshuffle would 
head off bombardment from the Congress, specifically 
Maceda, they have another think coming. The pseudo- 
revamp has only aggravated the senator’s piqued sensi- 
bilities. Already he has called a meeting with the press 
denouncing the revamp for what it really was—a cha- 
rade. At the same time, sources claim he was priming 
missiles to launch against entrenched “brass” for alleg- 
edly coddling abusive and graft-taking ranking officers. 
Yet, there is still time for general headquarters to head 
off the impending storm. A real honest-to-goodness 
reorganization 1s indicated. 


American political and military authorities here are on 
tenterhooks. A new trade accord between the Philippines 
and tne Soviet Union has opened local ship repair 
facilities—at Batangas and in Cebu—to Soviet fishing 
vessels. Soviet spies, it is feared, will now enjoy a field 
day intercepting highly secret messages go'ng out or 


FBIS-EAS-89-072 
17 April 1989 


coming in to United States military bases at Clark and 
Subic, even classified matter from embassies of other 
power here. Naturally, the Americans are concerned. 


It is generally accepted that the Russian fishing vessels 
are part and parcel of the Soviet navy. They are equipped 
with powerful sophisticated electronic equipment for the 
transmission and reception of messages via the radio. 
Reputedly, they are manned by personnel with basic 
training in information gathering while some are without 
doubt officers of the KGB, the Soviet police spy system. 
And because the Philippines’ intelligence community is 
woefully inefficient, Soviet visitors would make Batan- 
gas and Cebu a veritable center of espionage. For what, 
it may be asked. For a few rubles. 


Indubitably, the agreement has further strained an 
already strained relations between the Philippines and 
the United States. The American embassy may not be 
saying anything. They are not protesting. But it is a sure 
thing that the Department of State’s “sahibs” are gnash- 
ing their teeth in irritation. And here is President Cory 
imploring the U.S. Congress for assistance in the reha- 
bilitation of the Philippines mired economy. The Cory 
government, after delivering a slap at Washington's face, 
is, nevertheless, crying out for help. 


There is no conflict in the moves in Congress with the 
reluctance of Philippine Constabulary officers to be 
integrated into the national police force. Objectors are 
military officers. Their training calls for fighting the 
enemies of the state; at present the communist-led rebels 
and the secessionist Moro National Liberation Front. On 
the other hand, the Integrated National Police is the 
national force, civilian in character which the Constitu- 
tion empowers to enforce the laws and maintain peace 
and order. 


Talks With Foreign Creditors Yields Little 
HK 1404123989 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 13 Apr 89 pp 1, 6 


[By staff member Claro Fernandez} 


[Text] Talks between the Government debt negotiators 
and the country’s foreign commercial creditors were 
adjourned last Tuesday in New York with no significant 
results. 


The meeting was adjourned after two days of discussion 
on the country’s request for new loan debt relief options 
and the medium-term economic program now pending 
approval with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), a 
banking source said. 


The source said the debt panel composed of Finance 
Secretary Vicente Jayme and Central Bank Governor 
Jose B. Fernandez Jr. presented the country’s economic 
program and its funding needs from commercial credi- 
tors totalling about $1.6 billion. 
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They also expounded on a proposal to adopt debt 
reduction schemes along the lines of the Brady Plan, the 
source added. 


“The ball is now with the Philippine Government,” he 
said. “It would be up to the Government to reopen talks 
and file its formal request. There were no formal 
requests or even an agenda presented by the negotiators 
so there was really nothing to consider.” 


While the Philippines was unable to formally ask for new 
money or any form of debt relief, another banker said his 
bank received word that the |2-bank advisory commit- 
tee representing over 400 of the country’s foreign com- 
mercial creditors had expressed willingness to help out 
the country by lending new money. 


During its recent talks with the IMF, the Government 
estimated that it would need at least $750 million from 
commercial banks yearly until 1991 to ensure a 6.5 
percent expansion in the economy. 


The amount is to be borrowed to fill in the financing gap 
estimated at $2.2 billion to cover net resource transfer of 
capital of the Philippines to its creditors. 


The bankers said the committee chairman, Manufactur- 
ers Hanover Trust Co., adjourned the meeting since 
debtors and creditors still have to get a ciear picture of 
the final outcome of the Brady Plan. 


The Brady Plan, «hich hopes te retire a significant 
amount of Third World debt, had been supported [as 
published] the largest industrialized nations led by Japan 
and West Germany. 


The bankers said the World Bank and IMF were now 
working on a “technical implementation document” on 
the Brady Plan. Initial reports indicated that the imple- 
menting guidelines would be finalized in the next two 
months. 


The same banker said the Philippine request for money 
and forms of debt relief have been stalied until the Brady 
Plan is in place and a test case is transacted with a Latin 
Amenican debtor, most likely Mexico. 


During the discussions, the banker said a World Bank 
memorandum expressing interest to pro vide more finan- 
cial support for the Philippines was discussed. 


But he said he was not sure whether the heir being 
proposed was in line with certain debt relief options 
under the Brady Plan. 


With the New York talks over with no agreement that 
would help the country to carry its $28.5 billion external 
debt, the foreign bankers said they believed that the 
postponement would do more good for the country—the 
only nation in the Far East beset with foreign debt prob- 
lems. 
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They explained that z/'owing a Latin American debtor to 
take the first crack at the Brady Plan would provide the 
Philippines leverage and better information in negotiat- 
ing its new money and debt reduction requests. 


The large Latin American debtors have more leverage 
with commercial creditors and the Philippines will be 
better off negotiating an agreement which other debtors 
have already obtained, they said. 


One of the bankers said: “The Philippines cannot make 
another mistake like what happened when it negotiated 
the restructuring agreement in 1987. It could even mod- 
ify arrangement of the other Latin American debtors.” 


The Philippines negotiated a restructuring agreement 
which carried interest rates higher than what Argentina 
had obtained soon after. This put pressure on the coun- 
try’s negotiators as critics of the Aquino Administration 
presented the negative effects of the agreement before 
several forums. 


Aquino ‘Signing’ Amended Debt Council Bill 
HK1704020789 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 0100 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] President Aquino is signing into law today an 
amended bill creating the joint legislative, executive 
foreign debt council. Under the measure, any debt agree- 
ment the Philippines would enter into in the future 
would have to pass the scrutiny of the debt panel. The 
bill also provides that the executive and the legislative 
would have equal representation in the council where the 
chairman to be appointed by the president. [sentence as 
heard] 


Aquino To Meet Sabah Claimant’s Heir 17 Apr 
HK1504042789 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Text] The Philippines will drop its claim on the Malay- 
sian state of Sabah after President Corazon Aquino 
meets with the oldest surviving heir of the Sultan of the 
Sulu island. Mrs Aquino will meet Monday with (Prin- 
cess Idi bin Turain Kiram) of the Sultanate of Sulu which 
has proprietary claims on Sabah. 


Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus said this after a 
meeting with the president and other cabinet members. 
The princess had released a statement saying that the heirs 
of the Sultan of Sulu believed that the Philippine claim of 
sovereignty over Sabah should not be pursued. She also 
said: The Malaysian Government and the Sabah authori- 
ties have always acknowledged their proprietary rights and 
have expressed their readiness to settle their claim. 


Manglapus said: Hopefully, the visit to Manila of (Prin- 
cess Kiram), stressing the position of the heir that they 
are in favor of the dropping of the claim, will pave the 
way for the settling of all these other matters. 
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Aquino, Manglapus Deny Memo on PLO Office 
HK1204092189 Manila MANILA STANDARD 
in English 11 Apr 89 p 4 


[Excerpt] Both President Aquino and Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Raul Manglapus yesterday denied that the 
Philippine government is ready to allow the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, (PLO) to open a representative 
office in Manila. 


The President issued the denial in an interview with 
Palace reporters who verified reports that Manglapus has 
sent a memorandum to her urging to allow the PLO set 
up its office in Manila. 


Upon reading the newspapers Monday where she 
learned about the alleged Manglapus memorandum, the 
President said she had asked Executive Secretary Cat- 
alino Macaraig Jr., to check if there was indeed a 
memorandum sent by the DFA [Department of Foreign 
Affairs] to her office. 


Finding none, the President said she called up yesterday 
Manglapus in his office to verify from him if there was 
indeed such a memorandum. 


“He (Manglapus) said ‘I have not sent any recommen- 
dation because the matter is still being studied by the 


department’,” the President related to reporters. 


Asked if she was amenable to opening of such a diplo- 
matic relations with the radical PLO Arab group, the 
President replied: “I will wait until the recommenda- 
tions are in.” 


Aquino Urges Labor To Join Dialogue on Wages 
HK 1404123189 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 1100 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Text] President Aquino today urged the labor sector to 
sit down and discuss with her the proposed raise in the 
daily minimum wage. This report from Sel Baisa: 


[Begin recording] The president made the exhortation on 
the heels of the reported strikes by several labor organiza- 
tions should the government fail to act favorably on the P 
[peso] 30 daily wage hike. In an interview, Mrs Aquino 
expressed the hope that the matter will be settled amicably, 
saying that it is not just a question of acceding to the P30 
minimum wage but also studying the possible repercus- 
sions, especially with regard to inflation, the president 
added. In the same interview, the president said Labor 
Secretary Franklin Drilon came up with a proposal of a 
P15 increase in the minimum wage for Metro Manila and 
P6 in the provinces. The president also indicated that she 
was in favor of the regionalization of wages as proposed by 
Senator Ernesto Herrera. [end recording] 
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On the possible increase in oil prices, President Aquino 
today reiterated that the government is siudying ways 
and means to deiay the increase. Mrs Aquino pointed out 
that the world prices have increased and the oil price 
stabilization fund is gradually being depleted. 


De Villa Discusses 1990 Military Budget 
HK 1404065589 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 14 Apr 89 p 3 


[By Manny Mogato] 


[Text] Echague, Isabela—Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Gen. Renato S. de Villa said yesterday the military will 
ask Congress to increase by P [pesos] 12 the daily 
subsistence allowance of Citizen’s Armed Force Geo- 
graphical Unit (Cafgu) members for 1990. 


The increase would raise the Cafgu’s daily allowance to 
about P30, the same amount the military is asking for its 
regular troops. 


The defense department and the military have been 
deliberating on a P23 billion budget proposal for next 
year. A big bulk of the money will go on the fight against 
insurgency, the pension of the 67,000 retired military 
personnel, and the modernization program of the Air 
Force and the Navy. 


De Villa said the military eats up more than 90 percent 
of the defense budget every year. He said they have 
already identified at least five priority areas where much 
of the money will be spent. 


Among them were health services of the military person- 
nel, moral and welfare of the retiring personnel, tactical 
communications equipment, and Cafgus. 


De Villa said the military is asking Congress to double 
the present per capita expenditures of the AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines} for health services. At present, 
the AFP is spending a meager P35 per patient a day for 
non-surgical cases. 


Soldiers who were operated on for bullet wounds and 
other injuries related to the counterinsurgency campaign 
were only given a mere donation of P1,200 per patient 
until he recovers. 


The increase would save a number of soldiers’ lives as 
well as upgrade the medical, dental and hospital facilities 
of various military hospitals. 


Aside from health services, a total of P1.3 billion has been 
earmarked by the military for payment of pensions and 
other fringe benefits of the 67,000-strong retirees and 
veterans. Part of the fund will be used to pay the “infla- 
tionary adjustment” for pensions and other benefits given 
to those who have retired before December 1987. 
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To improve the communication system of the AFP, the 
military is also submitting a larger proposed budget to 
upgrade “tactical” communications equipment by filling 
up its requirement by at least 75 percent. 


At present, the AFP lacked tactical field radios, like the 
URC 77 back-pack sets, to coordinate field combat 
operations. The present fill up capacity of AFP is only 47 
percent, was below its strategic and tactical level. 


Most of the radios, De Villa said, easily bogged down and 
do not last for longer period of time. The rebels were also 
able to break inio military radio frequencies, monitoring 
troop movements and other AFP activities and plans. 


De Villa also noted that military radio sets were the 
common complaints of field commanders to higher 
headquarters. Aside from having an inferior quality, 
these sets are not suited for the conduct of counter- 
insurgency operations. 


Another item related to the conduct of guerrilla warfare 
is the recruitment, training and deployment of Cafgu 
active auxiliary in the “liberated” areas. 


A total of P1.1 billion will be needed to increase the 
number of the Cafgu active auxiliary members from 
50,000 to about 80,000. 


De Villa said he was impressed by the gains made by the 
Cafgu companies against the communist guerrillas in 
northern Luzon. 


Thailand 


Chatchai Discusses U.S. Trade, SRV Pullout 
BK 1504093689 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0000 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Text] Prime Minister General Chatchai Chunhawan 
yesterday answered questions posed by correspondents 
about the United States threat to implement Section 301 
of the U.S.Trade Act as a retaliatory measure against 
Thai products. He said he had assigned Deputy Prime 
Minister Phong Sararin, in his capacity of a chairman of 
the International Economic Relations Policy Commit- 
tee, to take care of the matter. The prime minister 
emphasized that Thailand will have to hold another 
round of negotiations with the United States in a broad 
framework that covers all trade-related problems. Thai- 
land, however, will have to wait for the results of the 
talks between the Thai delegation and its U.S.coun- 
terpart and all details will be obtained only after the Thai 
team returns to Thailand. 


Asked what the Thai Government has prepared to do as 
Vietnam recently announced to withdraw all its troops 
from Cambodia on condition that all countries must stop 
giving assistance to all the Cambodian factions, the 
prime minister said that Thailand has not given assis- 
tance to any Cambodian factions. The prime minister 
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added that he believes that foreign countries will stop 
any form of assistance to Cambodia if there really is a 
cease-fire in Cambodia and a coalition government is 
established under the leadership of Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk. We do not have enough weapons for our- 
selves. How could we offer help to others, remarked 
Chatchai. 


Asked of his opinion on news that some members of the 
Opposition parties may join the Chat Thai Party, the 
prime minister replied that, as he said before, he is 
willing to welcome anybody to join his party, because it 
is now time for all sides to cooperate with each other. 
There should be no discrimination between the opposi- 
tion and government because there still are many jobs to 
be done and they need cooperation, he added 


Asked if there will be a national government, he quipped 
that it would not be a bad idea if all sides agree to join 
hands to work together. A reporter asked him whether 
there should be any problems since the total number of 
ministries remains unchanged. It does not matter at all 
since there are many other jobs to do, concluded the 
prime minister. 


Flexibility in U.S. Trade Talks Urged 
BK 1004123789 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 
10 Apr 89 p 3 


[Commentary by Thiansawang: “Beware the Dangerous 
Section 301” 


[Text] Thailand and the United States have long- 
standing trade relations, and the United States is the 
biggest recipient of Thai exports. In 1987, Thailand 
exported 55,728 million baht worth of goods to the 
United States according to figures from Thailand’s 
Board of Trade. Onlv recently have problems crept into 
Thai-U.S.trade relations because the United States tried 
to solve its economic woes by adjusting several trade 
measures, including import taxation and quota imposi- 
tion, especially on textile imports. Those measures have 
created problems for U.S. trade partners—Japan, the 
EC, Taiwan, Korea, and Thailand included. The United 
States wanted Thailand to ainend its copyright law to 
extend protection to its intellectual property, patents and 
trademarks in exchange for the benefits it has given 
Thailand under the Generalized System of Preferences 
uf GSP. 


The GSP privilege was a boon for Thailand’s economy 
and exports. It +~s made Thai exports more competitive 
with good i other countries. The value of GSP 
enjoyed’ .nailand amounted to some 16,900 million 


baht. After failure in trade negotiations between Thai- 
land and the United States, the United States has 
removed GSP privileges from certain Thai exports, such 
as wood furniture, floor tiles, artificial flowers and 
jewelry. While the Thai Government did not seem to be 
very disturbed by the GSP cut, Thai exporters felt 
differently. For them, the damage would be inestimable 
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as the goods affected by the GSP cut will be subjected to 
higher import duties and thus risk losing markets to 
products from other countries, which would be more 
competitive pricewise. The GSP cut will also affect the 
employment situation as the industries affected by GSP 
cuts may have to lay off a number of workers. This will 
add to the problem of unemployment we already have, 
especially in the textile industry which employs about a 
million workers whose fate is now uncertain, pending the 
outcome of the ongoing negotiations with the United 
States. If there is no agreement on this issue, it is 
believed the problem of employment will be uncontrol- 
lable, a threat for the government. 


Thailand has already suffered a great deal from the GSP 
cut. How much more will Thailand suffer if the United 
States exercises the 1988 Trade Act’s Section 301 to 
retaliate against unfair trade practices by partners, by 
banning imports or raising duties on goods from the 
countries it considers unfair to it? It is certain that 
Thailand will suffer more from Section 301 than from 
the GSP cut. Section 301 in the U.S. Trade Act can be 
compared with Article 17 which granted extensive power 
to Thai governments in the past. Will the Thai Govern- 
ment be ready to face it? Who will be responsible if we 
lose a big market with such great purchasing power, the 
market which Thai businessmen worked hard to enter? It 
is true that we can always search for other markets, but 
the big market we have now is something real, not just a 
hope. It would be regrettable if we do not try to keep the 
market that we already have. It is true that Indochina 
could be our new market, but Indochinese countries 
have much smaller purchasing power, compared to the 
United States. 


Faced with such a threat, the Government, parliament 
and private sector must cooperate in negotiations with 
the United States, no matter whether concerning the 
GSP privileges, Section 301, or the U.S. requests for an 
amendment of our laws. We should be more flexible 
instead of sticking to only one point of view. Problems 
will be less serious if we can reach a compromise. We are 
a smali country, and we have less bargaining power. If we 
agree to compromise in certain areas, we should be able 
to reduce the extent of losses we may have to face. It does 
not mean that we have to succumb to others and lose our 
dignity. In trade, one has to try his best to sell his 
products and keep his markets. 


Concerning the U.S. demand for drug patent protection, 
let us consider whether we stand to lose if we extend drug 
patent protection. As it stands now, 96 percent of drugs 
produced in our country are not patented. Their patents 
have expired for dozens of years already. Only 2 percent 
are imitation, whereas another 2 percent cannot be 
imitated because of lack of technology. There are only 
three or four companies which are capable of manufac- 
turing imitation drugs. The number of workers hired by 
those companies is small—it may be less than a thou- 
sand, when compared to the number hired by companies 
exporting jewelry and textiles, which amounts to some 
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millions. Thus the effects are incomparable taking into 
consideration the problem of unemployment and export 
losses. As the patent law carries no retroactive effeci, the 
companies manufacturing imitation drugs do not have 
to worry if there is an amendment because they can 
continue manufacturing imitation drugs as usual. What 
they will not be able to do is manufacture imitations of 
new inventions. In fact, there are only 20 to 30 kinds of 
new drugs each year which are imported by Thailand. 
Given this situation, I would appeal to the concerned 
authorities to do whatever possible just to prevent the 
United States from using Section 301 against Thailand. 
It is still not too late to opt for a compromise which will 
be for the benefit of all parties concerned. If we allow the 
United States to apply Section 301 against us, we would 
suffer an enormous loss which will be felt by all sectors, 
including the stock markets. At that time it would be 
pointless to have cheap drugs on our markets because 
nobody would have the purchasing power. 


‘Temporary Measures’ Not Needed 
BK0704021589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Thailand should not issue temporary measures to 
give patent protection for US pharmaceutical products 
and any consideration of the problem should be made 
only after multilateral talks at the Uruguay Round, 
Public Health Minister Chuan Likphai said last night. 


Mr Chuan said he told the National Economic Relations 
Policy Committee, which met on Wednesday, that talks 
with the United States on this issue should be carried out 
with “the spirit of give and take”’. 


“Thailand should not take any action which can be 
interpreted as its bowing to US pressure,” he said. 


The minister said Thai industrialists’ call for the Gov- 
ernment to agree to provide patent protection for US 
drugs, if accepted, could put the country in a very 
disadvantageous position during trade negotiations with 
the Americans. 


Mr Chuan said he would not comment on issues outside 
his ministry’s jurisdiction, but added that as far as his 
ministry was concerned the US call for Thailand to issue 
temporary measures to protect American drugs was 
unacceptable. 


As long as the current drug law remained unchanged, 
there was no need for Thailand to introduce any mea- 
sures to provide extra protection for US products, he 
said. 


“As long as the talks still continue, we have time to 
bargain for our own interest,”’ the minister said. 
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ir Chuan said Thai negotiators should not agree to the 
US demand because they were asked to do so by local 
traders who wanted to protect their own immediate 
interests. 


Solution to U.S. Relations ‘Problem’ Urged 
BK 1704130989 Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 
17 Apr 89 p 3 


(Editorial: ““Thai-U.S. Relations”] 


[Text] We have to accept that Thai-U.S. relations have 
not been smooth recently. Negotiations between the two 
countries have become gradually tougher following 
changes in the governments of both countries. It is time 
for both countries to solve this problem, especially for 
the the United States before its popularity disappears in 
this region, as in Latin American. 


U.S. Vice President Dan Quayle will visit Thailand in 
the next few days as part of his Southeast Asian tour. The 
U.S. vice president, who is a weapons expert and fully 
supports the global strategic defense program, will prob- 
ably come to repeat the stand of George Bush’s govern- 
ment. He will probably use both threatening and com- 
forting words to Thailand since, in the eyes of the United 
States, Thailand is disobedient both in international 
politics and trade; while Thailand is trying to think and 
do something freely for the highest benefit of the coun- 


try. 


The Thai people have become gradually aware that 
nowadays the United States has changed. The good 
friendship that the United States has for Thailand will 
never be the same as it was under SEATO [Southeast 
Asia Treaty Organization] or during the Indochina war 
period. Both are competing against each other for their 
economic benefits. They are no longer friends, but trade 
partners although the United States has opened ways for 
Thailand to earn income by exporting goods to the 
United States instead of granting a large amount of 
assistance to Thailand each year. 


It is clear that the United States does not like the Thai 
policy of turning the Indochinese battlefield into a 
market place. This is because the United States is able to 
join with China to put pressure on the Soviet Union to 
order Vietnam to unconditionally withdraw its troops 
quickly although Vietnam is reluctant to do so and stil! 
wants to support its group to continuously control Cam- 
bodia. It is expected that Vietnam will finally agree to let 
the four Khmer factions jointly administer Cambodia 
when the United States, the Soviet Union, and China are 
able to reach an agreement on administration for Cam- 
bodia after the troop withdrawal. The Chinese will 
probably agree that Pol Pot be excluded; but the Khmer 
Rouge, which is supported by them, must be included. 
The United States may have seen that Thailand has 
jeopardized the plan, causing Vietnam and the Hun Sen 
government to have more bargaining power. 
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It is not known whether it is an intentional punishment 
by the United States against Thailand or just a coinci- 
dence that Thailand was stripped of its generalized 
system of preferences privileges during this period. 
Moreover, the United States is going to use Article 301 
of the Trade Bill against Thailand to ban imports or 
increase tax rates on a large number of Thai products. It 
has already taken action against Thai ball bearings as a 
lesson, and is aiming at Thai products which have 
government promotional privileges. It has also refused 
to amend the unfair commercial aviation agreement, 
under which the United States can operate unlimited 
flights to Thailand each week while Thailand has limited 
flights to the United States. 


We would like to tell the United States that although it 
can press the Government of Thailand, it will be dan- 
gerous for it in the long term if it presses the Thai people 
because it will affect U.S. popularity among the Thai 


people. 


End of Military Aid to Cambodia ‘Agreed Upon’ 
BK 1404143789 Bangkok Army Television Channel 5 
in Thai 1300 GMT 14 Apr 89 


{Interview with Prime Minister General Chatchai Chun- 
hawan to unidentified newsmen at the War Veterans’ 
Welfare Organization on 14 April—recorded] 


[Text] We have reached an agreement. Well, there may 
not have been a written agreement, but it has been 
agreed upon that there will be a stop in military assis- 
tance if there is a cease-fire, and the four factions have 
joined in a government under the leadership of Prince 
Sihanouk. This has to be kept as such. If anybody wants 
a change from this, there will have to be talks about it 
further on. At present we are still following this agree- 
ment. 


[Question indistinct] 


{Chatchai] We are not, not, not ... we are not helping ... 
we do not have enough weapons for ourselves. Why 
should we offer help to others. Thank you. 


[Question] Any more developments [words indistinct] 
the Chat Thai Party? 


[Chatchai] No, we have not discussed it at all. I have 
already told you that I welcome everybody to join us. It 
is time for us to cooperate with each other. There should 
be no discrimination between opposition or government. 
We better cooperate in doing work because we need 
cooperation. 


{Question indistinct] 


[Chatchai] That’s not bad. I, well ... cooperate with each 
other, working together now. 


[Question indistinct] 
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[Chatchai] Well, it’s all right. There are other jobs to do. 


Chatchai’s Policy on Cambodia Supported 
BK 1604102889 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
15 Apr 89 p8 


[Editorial: ““A Lesson for the Region”’} 


[Text] The U.S. Government must really disagree with 
the Chatchai government concerning the policy on Hun 
Sen or the fourth Khmer faction because it has not 
denied a report saying that the U.S. State Department 
opposed Hun Sen’s January visit to Bangkok and wanted 
the Chatchai government to stop making direct contact 
with Hun Sen. Of course, the U.S. Government did not 
state it explicitly. 


The question which crops up is: does Thailand not have 
the freedom to conduct its foreign policy and does 
Thailand always have to follow the direction indicated to 
it by a master? Once, in the past, the United States 
adopted a tough anti-communist policy and had its 
satellite countries faithfully follow this line in opposing 
communism. But suddenly in a surprise move, the 
United States shifted its position and made friends with 
the communist giant in Asia without any hint to its allies. 
It is hoped that the United States still remembers this. 


In this connection, we have to ask the question—should 
Thailand faithfully follow the direction given by the 
United States concerning Cambodia? Or should Thai- 
land wait until the United States does an about face itself 
the way it did when it shifted from a foe to a friend of the 
communist giant in Asia? Has Thailand no freedom to 
take its own intiative even in its own region? Since when 
has Thailand become a Puerto Rico? We have pity for 
the Chatchai Government having to cope with pressure 
from both the United “tates and China. 


Thailand must coexist with its neighbors. This is the 
concept underlying the Chatchai government’s desire to 
create a friendly atmosphere for peaceful coexistence in 
the region in the interest of all nations. General 
Chatchai’s initiative has given an impetus to accelerating 
the process for a settlement of the Cambodian problem 
and not delaying it as some people claimed. The step 
taken by Gen Chatchai prompted Vietnam to cooperate 
in solving the problem. 


From a constructive point of view, countries in South- 
east Asia should have already learned a lesson from the 
long era of colonialism and should realize by now that it 
is most important for them to achieve close cooperation 
in order to build peace and happiness for the region. The 
lesson they learned in the past is that fighting would only 
bring them under foreign colonialist powers. 


The unsettled problem of Cambodia awaits decisions 
from the four Khmer factions—how they should try to 
reach a compromise and end the conflict which is an 
internal affair of the Cambodian people. Historicaally, 
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each time the Cambodian people quarreled, they would 
always drag other countries into it. This is like inviting 
an enemy into one’s home. For the sake of the Cambo- 
dian people, we hope that leaders of the four Khmer 
factions, from Sihanouk to Heng Samrin or Hun Sen, 
would take a warning from history. 


The sooner they can solve the problems among them, the 
better for the four Khmer factions. This will not be only 
in the interest of the Cambodian people, but also of the 
entire region of Southeast Asia. We will be able to 
cooperate in economic development for our countries. 
This is better than being plagued by conflicts and ten- 
sions as in the past. If all countries in Southeast Asia 
unite and cooperate with one another, what the world 
powers could do is to join hands in cooperation instead 
of pointing their fingers in an attempt to divide us. 


Stand on Cambodia Reported Unchanged 
BK 1504022189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 


15 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] Thailand has never changed its stance on the 
Kampuchean problem, a senior Thai military official 
said yesterday in response to reports of an accusation by 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk that “certain governments” 
are supporting Vietnam’s occupation of his country. 


Thailand has strictly adhered to a United Nations reso- 
lution on Kampuchea and has never supported the 
Vietnamese occupation of that country, said the deputy 
chief of the Supreme Command, General Phat Akkhan- 
itbut. 


“If we did that we would be isolated by ASEAN, the 
world community, UN and others,” said the general. 


Steel Group Considers Expanding Indochina Trade 
BK0804005989 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
8 Apr 89 p 11 


[Excerpts] The Siam Steel Group is considering the 
possibility of expanding trade with Indochinese coun- 
tries, particularly Vietnam. 


Group president Wanchai Khunananthakun said among 
the possibilities being considered were countertrade 
agreements with Laos, Kampuchea and Vietnam. 


Mr Wanchai said his group, a major producer of steel 
pipes, was keen to begin pipe exports to Vietnam as it 
was in bad need of this product to begin rebuilding its 
economy. 


The group also wants to avoid problems with the United 
States as it is now pressuring Thailand to enter a volun- 
tary restraint agreement (VRA) to limit shipments of 
steel products such as nails and pipe fittings to the US, he 
said. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Mr Wanchai said Vietnam had abundant ore resources 
and plenty of steel scrap left from the war which could be 
used as feedstock for steel pipe production. [passage 
omitted] 


When asked about the VRA problem with the US, Mr 
Wanchai said his group would buy raw materials from 
countries which are not restricted by the VRA with the 
US. [passage omitted] 


Japanese Trade Plans With Indochina Viewed 
BK0704012989 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
7 Apr 89 p 15 


[By The Chongkhadikit] 


[Excerpt] Japanese business plans to use Thailand as the 
“take-off” place for trade with the Indochina states. 


Europeans, particularly the French, are showing similar 
interest in this strategy. 


Taking the initiative is Toyota which will build left- 
wheel drive vehicles appropriate for Vietnamese traffic 
regulations. 


Vehicles for Vietnam will be built in the third plant 
under construction as well as automobiles, pick-ups, 
vans and trucks to meet rising sales within Thailand 
itself. 


Lacking knowledge of how secure any manufacturing 
facility set up in any of the Indochina states would be, 
Japanese and other investors consider it safest to operate 
from Thailand. 


Already, informal trade in Toyota vehicles has been going 
on quietly—without Toyota participation—with Laos. 


Traders have been unofficially taking these vehicles 
across the Mekong river, especially during low tide in the 
dry season when the pick-ups or cars could be ferried 
across on rafts dragged with ropes. 


The third plant at Samut Prakan will double productive 
capacity to 40,000 but will be capable of increasing 
production, with overtime and weekend work, to 80,000. 


Toyota has 27 per cent share of the total auto market but 
is dissatisfied until it gains more of the remaining 73 per 
cent share, though it already has 92 per cent of the local 
Japanese auto market. 


Production is being expanded to meet not only domestic 
demand but also for export to Indochina states and other 
Southeast Asian countries, despite government-im posed 
price controls. [passage omitted] 
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Chinese Envoy Designate Calls On Sitthi 17 Apr 
BK1704090989 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
17 Apr 89 Afternoon Edition p 2 


[Text] Chinese Ambassador Designate Li Shichun made 
a 45-minute courtesy call this morning on Foreign Min- 
ister Sitthi Sawetsila at the latter’s office and pledged 
cooperation to resolve the Kampuchean conflict. 


Ambassador attached to the ministry Sarasin Wiraphon 
quoted Sitthi as talking about the good relations between 
the two countries over the past 10 years. 


Sarasin quoted Li as saying that he was pleased to be 
appointed to the post here when the bilateral relations 
between the two countries has developed positively. 


Sarasin said both sides would continue discussion on the 
settlement of the 10-year-old Kampuchean conflict which 
arrived at a turning point when Hanoi pledged to withdraw 
all its troops from Kampuchea and Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk agreed to th. fourth-round of talks with Prime 
Minister Hun Sen of the Phnom Penh regime. 


The forthcoming visit to Bangkok by Sihanouk as well as 
the summit between the two communist leaders, Deng 
Xaioping and Mikhail Gorbachev have also been taken 
as positive indicators. 


Sarasin said Li’s taking up of the position here can be 
construed as a significant move toward Sino-Thai coop- 
eration on the Kampuchean settlement as Li was a 
Vietnamese affairs specialist and a former ambassador 
to Vietnam before exchanging the post with former 
Ambassador to Thailand Zhang Dewei. 


Li, who has passed through Bangkok over 10 times in his 
career when he was Ambassador to Vietnam, would 
present his credentials to His Majesty the King on 
Thursday [20 April]. 


PRC Tourism Chief Meets With Minister Kon 
BK 1204093289 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
1300 GMT 11 Apr 89 


[Text] At 0900 today at Government House, PRC Acting 
charge d’affaires Wang Haishan accompanied Liu Yi, 
director of China’s National Tourism Administration, 
and party to pay a courtesy call to Kon Thappharangsi, 
minister attached to the Prime Minister's Office, during 
his visit to Thailand at the invitation of the Tourism 
Authority of Thailand. 


Liu Yi said the main purpose of his visit was to exchange 
views with his Thai counterpart and promote tourist 
cooperation between Thailand and China. The visit to 
Thailand was part of a tour of Southeast Asia, his first 
trip abroad since his taking over the tourism office. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


He said that good cooperation in various fields between 
Thailand and China would greatly contribute to the 
development of tourist cooperation between the two 
countries. The Thai minister noted that the Thai Gov- 
ernment believes that the exchange of visits by the 
peoples of the two countries is the best way to enhance 
mutual understanding. Direct flights between the two 
countries, and the opening of a Thai consulate in Guang- 
zhou, which will facilitate the processing of visas, will 
promote tourism and assist visitors. 


The Thai minister agreed with the Chinese proposal to 
exchange tourist data and information. Although the 
governments of the two countries have not directly 
conducted training courses for tourist personnel they 
have allowed the private sector to do so. Most hotels in 
Thailand have opened training courses and have pro- 
duced efficient tourist guides and personnel. If China 
sends its people to attend tourist training course in 
Thailand, Thailand can transfer knowledge to them. 


Apart from the aforementioned cooperation, the Thai 
minister proposed that the two countries should also 
jointly organize package tours to both countries, in order 
to attract more tourists from other countries to visit the 
two countries. 


Army ‘Trying’ To Push Back Burmese Troops 
BK 1704105989 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
17 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] Mae Sot, Tak—Thai forces were trying yesterday 
to repulse a unit of Burmese troops that crossed the 
border into Thai territory on Friday [14 April] to attack 
Karen rebels, official sources said. 


They said Thai soldiers on Saturday [15 April] fired 
several artillery rounds to warn off the Burmese, 
reported to number about 250, occupying an area in 
Tambon Mae Ra of Tha Song Yang District of this 
northern province. 


The Burmese were believed to be trying to cut through 
Thai territory to attack the rebels. 


The sources said the Burmese were about 500 metres 
inside Thai territory and fired on a unit of army-trained 
rangers who were sent to stop them Friday. 


Despite the warning artillery rounds, the Burmese sol- 
diers still dug in on Saturday and on one occasion 
responded with mortar fire. No casualties or damage 
were reported. 


Col Wirawat Thitaphiraphlin, a task force deputy com- 
mander, led a unit of Thai soldiers to prevent the 
Burmese from intruding further into Thai territory on 
Saturday. 


The Burmese were still reported to be on Thai soil 
yesterday [16 April], the sources said. 
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It was the first time in months that Burmese troops were 
known to have violated Thai territory in pursuit of 
Karen rebels. It came only a few days after Burmese 
leader Gen Saw Maung expressed regret over the casu- 
alties and damage caused by stray shells fired by Bur- 
mese forces at the rebels. 


Saw Maung told Deputy Foreign Minister Praphat Lim- 
paphan during his visit to Rangoon last week that 
Burmese forces would be more careful in future battles. 


Thai officials here said the Burmese army has killed 33 
rebels in its current assault on a guerrilla base used by an 
ethnic minority, students and Muslims. 


They were quoted by REUTERS as saying that six 
Burmese battalions began attacking about 600 Karen 
guerrillas, 100 anti-government students and an Islamic 
rebel group at Tikerney camp on Thursday. 


Fighting continued yesterday at the camp, close to Tha 
Song Yang, they said. 


Deputy Foreign Minister’s Burma Trip Protested 
BK1504102089 Hong Kong AFP in English 1004 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Bangkok, April 15 (AFP)}—Thai students have 
protested Deputy Foreign Minister Praphat Limpa- 
phan’s recent visit to Burma, saying it was tantamount to 
recognition of the military junta there, the official THAI 
NEWS AGENCY (TNA) reported Saturday. 


“This visit amounts to official recognition, of which the 
students do not approve,”’ TNA quoted a letter from the 
Students Federation of Thailand as saying. 


The union has criticized Thai overtures to Rangoon 
since the September military coup in Burma crushed 
student-led pro-democracy protests in which thousands 
died. 


TNA quoted Mr. Praphat as saying that his three-day 
trip to Rangoon last week, when he met Burmese leader 
General Saw Maung, was necessary to negotiate bilateral 
agreements over the two countries’ common border. 


Burmese Army Commander-in-Chief Than Shwe is to 
return Mr. Praphat’s visit later this month. The lieuten- 
ant general will hold talks with Thai officials on ways to 
prevent fighting between Burmese troops and anti-Ran- 
goon ethnic insurgents from spilling over into Thailand. 


The pro-government BANGKOK POST newspaper 
reported Saturday that Thai artillery had fired warning 
shots at Burmese troops entrenched in northwestern 
Thailand. The Burmese were apparently trying to attack 
ethnic Karen rebels. 
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The troops had opened fired on Thai paramilitary sol- 
diers when they approached their trenches, some 500 
meters (1,650 feet) inside Thai territory, the English- 
language daily said. 


The POST added that Thai Border Pouce had also 
pushed some 27 Burmese students who had received 
arms training with the Karen National Union (KNU) 
and three KNU fighters back into Burma from Thailand. 


Official sources were not available to confirm the 
reports. 


A KNU spokesman reached from Bangkok said as many 
as 3,000 Burmese troops had been waging an offensive 
on Maele, a KNU battalion headquarters with about 800 
KNU fighters, some 70 kilometers north of the Thai 
border town of Mae Sot, during the past month. 


Meanwhile, the KNU has awarded teak and hardwood 
concessions to five Thai logging companies in KNU- 
controlled territory bordering nothwestern Thailand, the 
spokesman said. 


But the KNU has pledged to prevent some 16 other Thai 
logging companies that have been granted concessions 
by the Burmese military Government from operating in 
territory under KNU control, he said. 


None of the 16 companies has started operations in 
KNU territory, he said. 


GSP Privileges To Be Cut on Nine Products 
BK1104144489 Bangkok TNA in English 0805 GMT 
1] Apr 89 


[Text] Bangkok, Apr. | | (OANA-TNA)}—Thai exports of 
nine products to New Zealand will face higher import 
duties since Wellington has decided to reduce duty-free 
privileges given to developing countries. 


A source from the Foreign Trade Department said the 
New Zealand Government recently informed the depart- 
ment of its decision to cut the generalised system of 
preferences (GSP) on certain products given to develop- 
ing countries, including Thailand, beginning on July | 
this year. 


The source said that the new measures would affect nine 
Thai products, including milk, canned tuna and other 
canned fish, canned baby corn, leather products, bags 
made of synthetic materials, plastic (?accessories), 
ceramic products, and tooth brushes, the combined 
export value of these items totals about 71.38 million 
baht (2.86 million U.S dollars). 


The normal import duty on these items ranges from 9 
[word indistinct] 30 percent, or equivalent to about 9.29 
million baht a year. 
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LLA Denies Any Role in Mitsui Ki 
BK0504065589 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
5 Apr 89 p 8 


[From the “Nation Mail” letters to the editor section] 


[Text] Newspapers in Thailand, both in English and Thai 
languages, reported that the Lao resistance was involved 
in the kidnapping of Mr Yosiaki Asao, manager of the 
Mitsui Co’s branch office in Vientiane. 


The Lao Liberation Army [LLA] wishes to clarify that no 
one in the Lao Liberation Army was in any way involved 
.A the kidnapping of Mr Asao. 


Our objectives never included profits from criminal 
activities. 


If the Lao Liberation Army were involved in the kidd- 
napping, there would absolutely be no need to bring Mr 
Asao across the Mekong border river because our forces 
control enough territory indside Laos to hide a prisoner 
for an indefinite period of time in complete safety. 


Therefore, we wish to make it clear that the kiddnapping 
had nothing to do with us. 


[Signed] Phadeng Outhaythit, Chairman of Political 
Committee, Lao Liberation Army 


Government Parties’ ‘Integrity’ Questioned 
BK 1504012189 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
15 Apr 89 p 8 


[Editorial: “A Question of Integrity”) 


[Text] The plan of three oppositio parties, the Prach- 
achon (with 19 MPs), the Community Action Party (9 
MPs), and the Progressive (8 MPs) to merge with the 
largest opposition party, the Ruam Thai (35 MPs) at first 
promised to make Thai parliamentary politics more 
exciting. The new party to be called Ekkaphap or Soli- 
darity, with a combined strength of 71 MPs, will become 
the second largest in the House, second only to the Chat 
Thai Party of Prime Minister Gen Chatchai Chunhawan, 
which has 87 MPs in the 357-member House. The 
Ekkaphap could be an alternative to a new coalition 
government, thus posing a direct challenge to the Chat 
Thai Party. 


Unfortunately, the merger plan has gone awry and sev- 
eral MPs in the three smaller opposition parties are 
considering defecting to government parties, especially 
the Chat Thai, as soon as they are free io do so. An 
opportunity for defection will soon arise because leaders 
of the three have already sought court permission to 
dissolve their parties so that “all” of their MPs will be 
able to join the Ruam Thai Party. After that the Ruam 
Thai Party will change its name to Ekkaphap. The court 
permission is expected to be given before the end of this 
month. 
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In the meantime, MPs of the three smaller opposition 
parties have approached to join major government par- 
ties. This is not unexpected in spite of the repeated 
pledges of their leaders that they would stay united 
during the merger process. 


Several Prachachon MPs are unhappy with powershar- 
ing arrangements in the Ekkaphap. At least seven of 
inem, reportedly led by party chief adviser Gen Han 
Linanon, have secretly agreed among themselves to 
switch to the Chat Thai Party. The Chat Thai Party of 
course, will welcome them. 


In terrns of power politics, this is an excellent opportu- 
nity for the government coalition, and for the Chat Thai 
Party in particular, to weaken the Opposition and 
strengthen itself by welcoming the defectors. 


So far, up to 20 of the 34 MPs in the three smaller 
Opposition parties may defect. And leaders of these 
parties have themselves to blame for their failure to 
inculcate party loyalty and discipline in their MPs. 


However, for government parties, particularly Cabinet 
members, to woo MPs of the three smaller opposition 
parties to defect is another question. We believe such 
opportunism is wrong and unbecoming of a government 
coalition which already commands a comfortably large 
majority of 220 MPs in the 357-member House. 


While the defection will bring public contempt to the 
defectors, the active recruitment of these defectors will 
bring public ridicule to the government coalition. This will 
also hurt the political party system as a whole and generate 
new pessimism toward the Thai parliamentary politics. 


Leaders of government parties, including Premier 
Chatchai, ought to ask themselves why do they want to 
recruit these defecting opposition MPs. The fact that 
they are disloyal to their parties should be a proof 
enough that they are not to be trusted anywhere. 


Vietnam 


British Envoy Glenarthur Reports on Talks 
BK 1404160889 Hong Kong AFP in English 1554 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Bangkok, April 14 (AFP)}—Vietnam plans to 
accelerate the repatriation from Hong Kong and other 
first asylum countries of Vietnamese “boat people” who 
wish to return home, a senior British official said here 
Friday. 


British Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs Lord Glenarthur told reporters that Vietnamese 
leaders told him during his visit to Vietnam April 9-14 
that Hanoi was prepared to ““do more to deter clandes- 
tine departures” as well as to speed up the process of 
repatriating those Vietnamese boat people who wanted 
to return home from first asylum countries. 
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Lord Glenarthur, the most important British official to 
have visited Vietnam since the communists took over 
the whole of the country in 1975, had conferred with 
Vietnamese leaders including Prime Minister Do Muoi 
and Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach during his stay 
in Hanoi. 


He said he had told them that arrivals of Vietnamese 
boat people in Hong Kong had surged in recent weeks, 
posing a serious burden, economic and political, to 
authorities there as well as on others in the region and in 
the West. 


The British colony currently shelters some 26,000 boat 
people, 16,000 of whom have arrived since a screening 
process began in June. 


Fewer and fewer Vietnamese are able to claim refugee 
Status, and British authorities say most leave Vietnam 
for economic reasons. 


He said that he had earlier in the day met three families 
from among the 75 former refugees who returned to 
Hanoi voluntarily from Hong Kong in March and they 
had told him that they had been “properly looked after.” 


The returnees also promised to encourage refugees still 
in Hong Kong to return home, he said, adding that some 
100 would leave for home later this month. 


Hanoi has agreed to accept only voluntary repatriation 
of Vietnamese refugees from Hong Kong, while the 
island authorities want to forcibly repatriate those they 
consider to have fled Vietnam for economic rather than 
political reasons. 


Lord Glenarthur said he had also discussed with the 
Vietnamese leaders last week’s announcement by the 
Indochinese countries—Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam— 
that Hanoi will withdraw its troops from Cambodia by 
the end of September. 


Britain, together with most other Western countries, 
broke off all economic relations with Vietnam following 
Hanoi’s invasion of Cambodia in December 1978 and 
has made a return to normal relations conditional on the 
complete withdrawal of all troops. 


He said he was told “this withdrawal was neither condi- 
tional nor unconditional.” 


“At all events, as in the past, the United Kingdom will 
judge Vietnam by its deeds, not simply its intentions,” 
Lord Glenarthur said. “I made clear, however, that we 
had consistently called for the early and unconditional 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops and if that was what 
happened, it was welcome.” 
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Lord Glenarthur Ends Visit 
BK 1404155589 Hanoi VNA in English 1510 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 14—Lord Glenarthur, British 
minister of state for foreign affairs and his party left here 
today, concluding their 6-day official visit to Vietnam. 


While here, the delegation paid tribute to President Ho 
Chi Minh at his mausoleum and visited his home and 
office. The British guests were received by Do Muoi, 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, and Nguyen Co 
Thach, vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers and 
Foreign Minister. The delegation met with the State 
Commission for Foreign Cooperation and Investment 
and the Ministry for External Economic Relations and 
held talks with First Deputy Foreign Minister Dinh Nho 
Liem. During those contacts and talks, the two sides 
exchanged views on questions of bilateral relations and 
on international and regional issues of mutual concern. 
The British guests also visited Ho Chi Minh City and 
toured a number of economic and cultural establish- 
ments. 


British Ambassador Emrys Thomas Davies took part in 
the said activities of the delegation. 


Thai Premier, U.S. Envoy Cited on Cambodia Issue 
BK 1504105589 Hanoi International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 15 Apr 89 


{Text} Thai Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan said it 
is time to listen to the viewpoint expressed by Hun Sen, 
representative of the fourth side in Kampuchea. Regard- 
ing Thailand’s invitation of Chairman Hun Sen to 
Bangkok, Prime Minister Chatchai explained that by 
listening objectively to Phnom Penh’s opinion, Thailand 
would have a clearer and fuller piciure of the Kampu- 
chea issue. 


Also in Bangkok, the U.S, ambassador expressed Wash- 
ington’s hope that the coming Hun Sen-Sihanouk talks 
would lead to a settlement of the Kampuchea question. 
Speaking to foreign correspondents in Bangkok on 
Wednesday [12 April], the U.S. ambassador said that 
Washington would continue its support for ASEAN in 
order to find an acceptable solution to the conflict in 
Kampuchea. 


Nguyen Van Linh To Confer With Gorbachev 
OW 1704064289 Tokyo KYODO in English 0549 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi, April 17 KYODO—The General Secretary 
of the Vietnamese Communist Party, Nguyen Van Linh, 
will visit Moscow from April 20 to 24 to confer with 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, authoritative Viet- 
nam se sources said Monday. 


The Vietnamese party chief will visit Moscow on his way 
to Cuba, the sources said. 
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The Vietnam Foreign Ministry announced Monday that 
Van Linh will shortly make an official visit to Cuba. 


His talks with Gorbachev are primarily designed to 
coordinate views prior to Gorbachev's planned summit 
talks with Chinese leaders in Beijing in mid-May, the 
sources said. 


The Moscow talks are expected to center on the Kam- 
puchean issue, mainly on Vietnam’s announcement on 
April 5 that all Vietnamese troops will be withdrawn by 
the end of September this year without any political 
conditions. 


Western analysts estimate Vietnamese troops currently 
in Kampuchea at 50,000. 


China has quickly reacted to the Vietnamese announce- 
ment, voicing criticism regarding Hanoi’s proposal on 
the formation of an international supervision organiza- 
tion for peace in Kampuchea. 


Beijing has also called for an interium Kampuchean 
Government to be formed under Prince Norodom Sih- 
anouk after the completion of the Vietnamese pullout. 
Sihanouk is the leader of a three-party coalition opposed 
the Vietnam-backed government in Phnom Penh. 


During the forthcoming talks with the Vietnamese party 
chief, Gorbachev may press for more concessions by 
Hanoi in his effort to show a positive response to 
Beijing's demand concerning the Kampuchean issue, an 
Eastern bloc diplomatic source in Hanoi predicted. 


If Gorbachev can succeed in persuading the Vietnamese 
to make more concessions on the Kampuchean issue, it 
will have a great impact on the forthcoming Sino - Soviet 
summit in May. 


According to informed sources here, party chief Nguyen 
Van Linh will be accompanied by Deputy Premier and 
Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach during the visit to 
Moscow. Co Thach will not visit Cuba along with Van 
Linh, however, the sources said. 
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Chairman Do Muoi Receives Soviet Lawyers 
BK 1304154589 Hanoi VNA in English 1505 GMT 
13 Apr 89 


- Hanoi VNA April 13—Dc Muoi, Polituro mem- 
ber of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam and chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
received at the presidential palace here today a visiting 
delegation of the Union of Lawyers of the USSR. 


The delegation is led by M.I. Abolensev, minister of 
justice of the Russian Soviet Federative Republic. 


The chairman expressed desire for more effectiveness of 
the fnendship and mutual assistance between the Viet- 
namese and Soviet lawyers. 


Present at the reception was Soviet Ambassador 
D.1.Kachin. 


Also today, Phan Anh, president of the Vietnam Lawyers 
Association, and M.I.Abolensev signed an agreement in 
juridical cooperation between Vietnam and the Soviet 
union for 1989-1990. 


The document stipulates that the two sides will exchange 
study tours, promote cooperation and mutual assistance 
in the juridical field in the service of the process of 
renovation in the two countries. 

Juridical Cooperation t Signed With USSR 
BK 1404134289 Hanoi International Service 

in English 1000 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Text] Vietnam and the Soviet Union on Thursday [13 
April] signed an agreement on juridical cooperation 
between the two countries for 1989-90. The document 
stipulated that both sides will exchange study tours, 
promote cooperation and mutual assistance in this field. 


Nguyen Van Linh To Visit Cuba in ‘Near Future’ 
BK 1604152289 Hanoi VNA in English 1457 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 16—Nguyen Van Linh, general 
secretary of the Comminist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee, will pay an off.cial friendship visit to Cuba 
in the near future. 


The visit is made at the invitation of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of Cuba and of Fidel 
Castro, first secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Cuba, president of the State Coun- 
cil and chairman of the Council of Ministers of Cuba. 
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